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OUR DECEASED CONFRERES IN 2012

Father Philip BOSMANS, S.M.M.
(1922 — 2012)

who died in Mortsel (Belgium), on 17 January 2012,
at the age of 89 with 69 years of Religious Protess

Official name: Philip Louis Marie. He was borri' July 1922 in Gruitrode and
went to secondary school from 1934 till 1941 in thentfortian Seminary in Rotselaar.
He consequently did his noviciate year and took first vows on 08/09/42 as a
montfortian. Due to the war he stayed in Rotselat studied philosophy and partly
theology in order to be ordained priest in Oirsc{idL) on 07/03/48. Phil had a large
heart for common people, something he inheritethffos parents, a very simple family
where at some point simple life came very clospdeerty. From his youth he cherished
this simple life and, | might say, cultivated it he would not let it be poisoned by false
values, a sort of optimism which was very typicalthe postwar years: happiness is to
have more, to be more, to act more ... Already fromearly age he was fed with the
cultivation of the heart by his parents.

In the years he was a student, he met coalminstenéd to them, loved them.
His natural ability to go over his limits was encaged in Rotselaar by the talented
Fr. Willy Loop, who would appear later again in life. These were also the beginning
years of the canonization of Montfort which washijgenthusiastically commented in
school. This inspired Phil, especially Montfort'seference for the poor. Reflecting on his
choice in life he writes in 2001: “I chose to be@emmontfortian because the message of
Grignion de Montfort touched me deeply. He addr@dsenself to the poor, the small,
the outcast and to people who were no longer istedein the Church or ignored by the
Church, forgotten ... From Montfort | received my éofor Our Lady, Mother of God.
Later, | often went to Banneux where | put all mytiatives in the hands of the Virgin of
the Poor.”

Montfort had taught him that God is present inpabple, especially in the small
ones. When VTM (Flemish commercial broadcast coatpmr) asked me: where did he
get the inspiration for his one-liners, what was thason of their success, | was taken by
surprise. It was only afterwards | realized tha simplicity was his strength. He had a
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touch of God’s simplicity in his heart and that'$iwhe could bring a dying candlelight
back to fire. He was a man of God amongst his gedplreminds me of one his one-
liners: “Give a man a feather and he gets wingss.ddperiors recognized him as the ideal
itinerant missionary and sent him after his ordorato France, also to learn French, but
more so to discover the style of the popular missip. There he came in touch with the
priest-labourors. He was very much impressed by thay of living but once back in
Belgium he was asked to reinforce a small grouiredrant missionaries. He successfully
started his mission with a preference for lowesslaeighbourhoods. He listened to them,
he prayed with them: “My university is the livinguiman being”, he would say later.
He wanted young people to accompany him hoping timey in turn would stimulate
others. Phil had the gift of the spoken and thetemiword. Already in 1952 he published
his first book, title and subtitles reflect his p@a®: “Struggle between heaven and earth.
Letters to young companions.”, with a quotatiorEofPoppe: “Times are so difficult that
only saints bring salvation”. Looking back laterlife, he seems to be more modified,
but in fact says something similar: “I am but a Bmglly ass but to the world naive,
a dreamer, a loser. But | don't give a damn becabséeve in the culture of the heart.”

Itinerant missions took place from October till &8ss The then bishop of Liege,
Mgr. Kerkhofs, had asked the montfortians to uradeata sort of ‘summer itinerant
mission’, a trip with the statue of Mary of Bannepassing all streets in Limburg, a
unigue way to keep the faith alive. It was a vérgsome job, every day the same but in
different streets: teaching, praying, processiond &igils, in short there was little
difference between day and night. This ‘broke lgsk a blood disease which appeared
to be lethal. He was 32 and his illness would Bagears. The good priest Martin Aerts
and his housekeeper Leontine Franck (angels hedcahem) took care of him in
Horpmaal, the small village where he became ilteL@hil said: sometimes things that
seem disasters happen to be grace.

Since his superiors thought he was no longer goa@hyghing at all, he could do
what he liked. Fr. Willy Loop, who in the Nethertlmhad given a strong structure to the
work of wireless preacher Henri De Greve, foundeBond zonder Naam (Association
Without a Name), asked Phil to start something laimn Flanders. It was then that his
slumbering talents really started flourishing. Gniiative followed the other, without
planning, inspired by the needs of the moment:@ne-liners, Vitamins for the Heart,
Home Anne-Francoise, MIN (Men in Need), and so Baradox: he who wanted to
become free of all structures, founded an organisathich spread all over the World.
He was very much appreciated, especially with lmekis which are estimated 9 or 10
million copies! What was the secret of his langfaderepeat what | wrote in the
beginning: the simplicity that our Creator has puthe heart of every human being but
which flourished abundantly in Phil.

In 1991 he discreetly withdrew from the Associatiohe wanted to prevent that by
merging with the movement it would collapse. On 18¢h December 1993 he had a very
bad car accident; and on top of this he had a G¥&was half paralysed. Against his will
he entered his final stage in life. It broke hinygibally but his inner dynamism remained
intact. He was a missionary till the very end. Aaliquotation: “To let things go that’s the
secret. This is only possible when you have faith Phil was a bird that fitted in no
cage. He needed space ... space to do what? ... hachabka, it surprised everyone,
including himself. And yet he was ‘devoted’, ‘tiedd engagements and to people.
His fundamental choices in life were sacred to hims,priesthood, his being a monfortian
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and his choice for the poor and the victims of stige. Powerless he searched for release
and its source was his steady hope, his beliefolatovercomes and breaks all frontiers.

Ulrich Schitz ofBund ohne Namén Germany: “Bosmans is a great preacher
because no one notices he is preaching. He is spike and helper of people in need
because he loves them. And he is a hidden myshio,meets God in silence but who has
seen God in the face of people ...". Looking backPii’s life all those people he moved
come into focus, thousands who made the Associgtissible but also those he mentions
when he was completely dependant on decisive mankeistunforgettable parents, priest
Martin Aerts and Leontine Franck and all those whoounded him these last years in
Kontich. A special thanks goes to Jef Van Kerckimves special friend and house-mate.

Father Odilon DEMERS, S.M.M.

(1928 — 2012)

who died in Trois-Rivieres (Canada), on 26 Jan2ax2,
at the age of 84 with 63 years of Religious Protess

It is with sadness that | give notice of the dediis morning, 26 January 2012,
of our confrere Odilon Demers, at the Sainte-Matisspital in Trois-Rivieres.

Our confrere was born in Béthanie, in the diocels8herbrooke, on 17 January
1928. On 15 August 1948, he made his first religipuofession in the chapel of our
novitiate of Sainte-Marie in Nicolet. He was ordainpriest on 13 March 1954, in Ottawa
Cathedral, by Mgr Marie-Joseph Lemieux, O.P.

After one year of study and of sacred eloquen@aiaVilla du Rosaire in Nicolet,
our confrere worked for four years among the nafimeericans in Vancouver Island.

From 1959 to 1972 he was teaching in the Montf@m®ary in Papineauville,
than after a further year of study at the Pastamatitute run by the Dominicans in
Montreal, Odilon became the director of our magaZiRegard de Foi” for more than 15
years. For 22 years he was a contributor to, ancharge of our missionary magazine
“Les Notres”.

From 1984 to 1987, he was superior of the Providause in Montreal, while at
the same time, from 1975 onwards right up to thes@mt day, being in charge of our
summer camp at Lake Poisson Blanc.

There are some people who pass through life innaanispicuous way, without
much fanfare, but who nevertheless leave a lastimfysignificant mark. Odilon was one
of these. What lasts is a confrere who was not pionsus, yet talented, devoted and
always ready to render service. What remains isdient for writing in our Canadian
Montfortian reviews; and his various artistic casses painted with his own nimble
fingers. Dear Odilon, may the Blessed Virgin, whygou loved and preached, herself lead
you into the joys of eternity.
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Father Michelangelo CORNA, S.M.M.

(1938 — 2012)

who died in Sanremo (lItaly), on 27 January 2012,
at the age of 73 with 54 years of Religious Prafess

Michelangelo Corna was born in Mapello (Bg) on # I1838. That same year his
Montfortian uncle, Father Umberto, was ordainedegiriin Loreto. He entered the
Apostolic School in Bergamo on 20 August 1949. T¢ahe year, another uncle, Father
Attilio, became a Montfortian priest in Loreto. Aitd uncle embraced the religious life
among the Servites of Mary. There can be no ddaitthis family context contributed to
the blossoming of his own vocation.

After his secondary schooling, he went to Castigdidor his novitiate year, and
made his first vows on 8 September 1957. His taactiescribe him as jovial, extrovert,
distracted and naughty. He showed an aptitudeafoguages, and also for teaching and
preaching. He began his studies in philosophy aedlbgy in Loreto, and finished them
in Rome, where the scholasticate had been traesfeluring that period. He was ordained
priest on 9 March 1963. Father Michelangelo wadimes for the training of young
Montfortians and for teaching, with a diploma irilpsophy obtained in 1965.

In 1973, with a number of Italian confreres, he de@n important missionary
venture for the Company of Mary: the foundation tbé congregation in India, in
Bangalore. It was a task of sowing the seed; otivexdd harvest the crop. Our confrere
made himself close to both the poor and the leersnuch so that a small suburb on the
periphery came to be called “Michelangelo Nagatijal means “Michelangelo’s town”.

In 1979 he was obliged to leave India for varioemsons. So he went to
Caravaggio, the location of the Mission Procurenirthere he continued to follow with
particular attention the Indian foundation, whichsayust beginning. From 1983 to 1986
he was a Provincial councillor, and superior of tbenmunity in Treviglio from 1983 to
1990. He was put in charge of parish missions @is bBirector, and with other confreres,
he worked with enthusiasm and energy for the dgwveént and enrichment of this form
of Montfortian ministry, even though he sometime=ersed weak in the areas of
organisation and co-ordination. In 2000 he joinsel community known as “God Alone”
in Caravaggio with the specific aim of dedicatingbelf to parish missions. He was the
superior there until 2003. Father Michelangelo veadrilliant preacher, capable of
capturing the attention of his listeners. He accanngd pilgrimages to the Holy Land,
Lourdes and Fatima. He made himself freely avaldétt the ministry of reconciliation in
the Marian shrines.

It was precisely in Fatima in 2008 that he suffeadueart-attack. From then on he
had to take account of a state or precarious heh#ih necessitated frequent stays in
hospital. Sister Death took him almost by surpoese27 January 2012 in San Remo,
where he was staying with the Daughters of Wisdomafperiod of rest. His funeral took
place in Bergamo, and Father Michelangelo is buiredhe cemetery of Mapello,
his birthplace, where his uncle, Father Umberts aleeady buried.

IN THE HOUSE OF THE FATHER... (June 2013 -N°17) page 4



Father Jacinto LADINO AGUDELO, S.M.M.

(1927 — 2012)

who died in Villavicencio (Colombia), on 28 Janu2@12,
at the age of 84 with 63 years of Religious Prafess

Father Jacinto was born on 13 July 1927 in Cagueéuagdinamarca. He made his
first profession on 2 January 1948 in San Juaratty was ordained priest on 27
September 1953 at the former Major Seminary of Albde became a teacher, first of all
in the minor seminary in Choachi from 1954 to 196én in 1958 at the major seminary
in Alban. In the 1960s, he was an itinerant missigrin various teams, promoting the
magazine “El Heraldo de la Reina” linked with thgetter World” movement.

In the 1970s he was in the parish of “El Ave Mana”Cucuta, first of all as a
curate and later as parish-priest. In 1980 he fiearesl to the parish of “Nuestra Sefora
del Carmen” in Acacias, as parish-priest until 198@&h, in 1984, responsibility for
San Luis Beltran, Medellin. Then, for 14 years, a@s once again parish-priest of
“El Ave Maria” in Cuacuta, where he built the parishurch. From 2001 to 2003, he
served as parish-priest at “Sgdo. Corazon”, Acadia2004 he became parish-priest
of “Espiritu Santo” in Villavicencio, and from 200&ntil his death, he was a curate in
this same parish.

Father Jacinto was always a zealous missionaryspbat his life mainly in parish
ministry, in itinerant preaching and in broadcagtinle was passionately attached to the
Blessed Virgin, our beloved Mother, and spreadGbesecration to Jesus through Mary
according to the Montfortian way. He also loved heharist and taught others to love it.
To this end, he did not rest until he had builtpasish-priest, next to the church, a very
beautiful “little house of prayer” where people @io pray in turns before the Blessed
Sacrament. Endowed with many human qualities, heakte to do many different things
with competence in various domains: music and sopgelectricity and mechanics, study
and preaching. He made great progress in compcitancg, in which he was self-taught.
He was a man who was very anxious, yet dynamicygetie and critical, and he
possessed an agreeable tone of voice and smiladhadpt until just a few months before
his death. He died of cancer of the head and pascrea sickness which quickly
exhausted him. Two days before his death, the Bigmwinted him and granted him a
plenary indulgence. During his last weeks, he wasisted by several generous
parishioners and especially by his sister Maride®gus Ladino, a Good Shepherd Sister,
who was for Father Jacinto a sister, mother, friand wise counsellor. Once he was
condemned by the doctors, he died peacefully irparssh house. The Virgin that he so
loved and made others love, came for him on a 8ayurMay “Jacintico” continue to
intercede before the Lord of the harvest for Momiém vocations, for which he showed
so much interest and solidarity.
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Father Medardo RODRIGUEZ RODRIGUEZ, S.M.M.

(1921 — 2012)

who died in Bogota (Colombia), on 13 March 2012,
at the age of 90 with 68 years of Religious Prafess

Fr. Medardo Antonio was born on 27 December 1928anta Rosa de Ubaléa-
Cundinamarca. The son of Juan Climaco RodriguezEantklinda Rodriguez, he was
baptised on 26 February 1922. He made his novitnaan Juanito in 1943, making his
first profession on 2 February 1944. His perpefuafession was on 2 February 1949 in
Alban-Cundinamarca, and he was ordained priesé therl4 August of that same year.

His missionary vocation was lived out in variouagds and situations, thanks to
his availability and generosity. After his ordiratj he was sent the following year to be a
teacher in Choachi until 1953. After this he wastimerant missionary in the department
of Caldas (1955), then a curate in the parish afe'dtra Sefiora de Belen’ in Bogota
(1956). The following year he returned to the narary team in Sogamoso for three
years. After this he was appointed as parish pteéeshe parish of ‘Nuestra Sefora del
Carmen’ in Puerto Lopez - Meta (1958-1961). Whefiitniehed his mission there, he was
sent as a missionary to the Apostolic Vicariatehef Vichada, to the mission of Sunape
(1962-1964). Then he returned as a teacher to Gh¢a865-1967). In 1968 he worked
for a further year with the missionary team of Mahés, and afterwards in the parish of
‘La Grama’ in Villavicencio - Meta, also for a yeasefore being sent to the mission
station of Sunape in the Vichada (1970-1972).

He was parish-priest of ‘Nuestra Sefiora de la Inuteaa’ in Restrepo-Meta
(1973-1978); chaplain to the Nazareth College os88m Bogota (1984-1985); parish
curate at ‘Maria Reina’ in the town of Villavicenci(1986-1987); in the parish of
‘San Judas Tadeo’ (1990), and finally once agamsbapriest of ‘San Cristobal’ in the
little village of Castilla La Nueva-Meta. This whs last period of service in charge of a
parish community.

From 1992 to 2006 he was a curate in various contmsn San Martin,
‘Ave Maria’ in Cucuta, ‘Nuestra Sefora del CarmenAcacias-Meta, ‘St Louis Marie de
Montfort’, ‘San Jose Obrero’ and ‘San Benito’ inlfsivicencio.

When he retired he went to the Home for the eldanly sick confreres in Choachi-
Cundinamarca until February 2012, when Father Mimlhad a fall and suffered a broken
hip. He was then taken to Bogota to undergo anatiper. While recovering from his
surgery, on 13 March, he died.

A teacher, an itinerant missionary, a parish-pri@sturate - he dedicated his youth
to the missions in the countryside and the paristespecially in the Diocese of
Villavicencio, which was then being formed. He wasreless missionary, who in spite
of his limitations, even in the retirement home,nvéo different apartments to pray
the Rosary with other lay people who were alsargdtior sick. He was very keen on
catechetics, teaching children with patience ared dlderly with wisdom. Like Father
de Montfort in his own life, he was always a priastthe right place: the Immaculate
Heart of Mary.
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Brother Marcellin (Louis BELLION), S.M.M.

(1920 — 2012)

who died in St Laurent sur Sévre (France), on 14cM2012,
at the age of 92 with 75 years of Religious Protess

Louis Marie Joseph was born in the village of Larieee, the son of Louis Marie
Julien Bellion and Marie-Francgoise Poupet. He waihlon 13 January 1920 at 2:10 in
the morning. He was baptised on 13 January 1920/ésanger (Loire-Atlantique).
His parents were farmers. Louis had 4 sisters abdothers. Brother Marcellin would
preserve his bonds with his family all his life tvgreat fidelity and love - he spoke often
of them. Maybe his parents had plans for Louis,dliest boy. But God and Marcellin
had their plans too. In any case, Marcellin, atiespell in Pontchateau (1932-1933),
prepared himself for his first profession which ade in St Laurent-sur-Sévre on 19
March 1936 with a dispensation, because he was bélyears old. His perpetual
profession was also made on 19 March in 1950 baGtent.

After two short spells at Saint Laurent (1937-19883 Montfort sur Meu (1941),
it was at Pelousey (the Apostolic School) thatens the greater part of his religious life:
first from 1936 to 1937, then 1938 to 1940 (he teaserve in the army from 2 September
1940 until 1 March 1941), and finally from 1941 il4a©86.

In Pelousey, Marcellin became a poultry farmer,c&dising in day-old chicks,
then in guineafowl and turkeys. From small begigsinhis breeding programmes
expanded and soon he was famous throughout thentdgiwas with well-deserved pride
that Brother Marcellin attracted admiration for ligeeding programmes... Yet all his
hard work never prevented him from being faithfuthe times of prayer of the seminary
or the community. He was careful to take the tiroe dpiritual retreats during the little
free time he had; and it is significant that théydatter of complaint he ever wrote to the
Provincial was concerning the cancellation of avifrze retreat...

He left Pelousey for Saint Laurent from 1986 ud®95. There he took on the
service of the sick and the care of the plantsfiwger-beds (a task at which he excelled).
In 1987 he gave witness in this way to the serliegave to the sick and aged: “They feel
that there is kindness towards them. Loving thdmat ts sure; knowing how to speak a
good word, to have a bit of a laugh with them, d&ej, A good word: that's what is
important for the old fellows.”

From March 1995 till June 2006, Brother Marcellimsvback in the East in the
community of Notre-Dame du Chéne. There too, higdkess, his welcoming attitude
accompanied by discretion, his taste for the beaityhe flowers, made everyone
appreciate him. As he began to feel his age, hemed to Saint Laurent in 2006 for a
well-deserved “retirement”. The reduction in higidty had no bad effect whatsoever on
his prayer-life: on the contrary, his prayer shovitsélf the support and the soul of his
religious consecration. In his last days, as hengfth deserted him little by little, Brother
Marcellin did not cease to pray his Rosary: thgypr seemed to clothe him, as though it
were one body with him. May God welcome him as hewk how to welcome God in his
life and admire him in his creation.
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Father Stefano DE FIORES, S.M.M.

(1933 — 2012)

who died in Catanzaro (ltaly), on 14 April 2012,
at the age of 78 with 58 years of Religious Protess

Stefano De Fiores was born in San Luca (Reggiob@ialaon 2 October 1933.
The following year, his family moved to Polsi, tege of a celebrated Marian shrine.
It was there in 1946 that he met a Montfort Fatwbo suggested to him the idea of
becoming a priest in the Company of Mary. So at dge of 13 he left his beloved
Calabria for the Apostolic School in Bergamo. A¢ tend of his secondary schooling he
entered the novitiate in Castiglione (To). He maduike first profession of vows on 8
September 1953, and went on to do his studies iloguphy and theology in Loreto.
There he was ordained priest in the church of thly House on 21 February 1959.

During his first years as a priest, he was involvefbrmation and teaching in both
the novitiate and the scholasticate. At the same the obtained a degree in theology at
the Pontifical Lateran University, and a doctoratspiritual theology from the Pontifical
Gregorian University, with his thesis onTHe spiritual journey of St Louis Marie de
Montfort in the period leading up to his priesthdod

There followed a period of intense activity by wafyresearch and teaching at the
Marianumand the Gregorian, which made him one of the melebrated and appreciated
Mariologists, an expert in Marian theology and esgéy in the cult of the Blessed Virgin
and in Marian apparitions. He wrote a commentaryChiapter VIII ofLumen Gentium
entitled ‘Mary in the mystery of Christ and the ChuicHe collaborated with Pope John
Paul Il in the drawing up of several documents. wtete articles for th@sservatore
Romanacand other Catholic reviews, especialMddre e Regina He was the director of
the work involved in producing thdandbook of Montfortian SpiritualityHis books were
published by a number of publishing houses, antslated into various languages.

In 1990 he founded, along with several colleagties, Italian Interdisciplinary
Mariological Association (AMI), of which he was thpgesident for a number of terms.
He also established the revi@leotokosIin 1983 Father Stefano was awarded the medal
of the Marian Library of Dayton and in 1990 he received the Laurentin Prize
“Pro Ancilla Domint of the Marianum He was the untiring organiser of the National
Congresses of Rectors of Italian Shrines, of natidbtarian Weeks, and of international
Mariological Meetings. He was often asked to hdatidn television programmes on
Marian themes.

Within the congregation he was appointed to vari@sponsibilities: superior and
director of the Montfortian Marian Centre, superdrthe Province of Italy from 1986 to
1989. Blessed with a jovial character, full of humohe enjoyed conversation.
His brilliant intelligence always let his serenégd wisdom shine through. He maintained
strong links with his own place of origin, and meted there often for Paschal ministry,
and it was there precisely on Holy Saturday thaiMas suddenly struck down with a
serious heart disease. Hospitalised in the clifi§anta Lucia in Catanzaro, despite all
efforts to save him, he finally came to the endhisfearthly pilgrimage on 14 April 2012.
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The news of his death was widely reported in thaiah Catholic press.
His funeral, attended by the Bishop of Gerace-Ldte Superior General and a number
of confreres, took place in the parish of Santaidulnd it is in the cemetery of his birth-
place that Father Stefano will henceforth restaage.

Father Guber Hernan GOMEZ SANDOVAL, S.M.M.

(1929 — 2012)

who died in Choachi (Colombia), on 22 April 2012,
at the age of 82 with 63 years of Religious Prafess

Father Guber Hernan was born on 22 September 198Qdacén-Boyaca. The son
of Manuel Gémez Davila and Ana Isabel Sandoval &asta, he was baptised on 14
December of that year in the parish church of htsve village. He received his secondary
education in the minor seminary of Choachi, andabdgs novitiate in San Juanito on 2
February 1948, the same year that the civil warwzes to ravage the population began in
Colombia. So it was in the midst of war that he enads first profession on 2 February
1949.

He studied Philosophy and Theology in the majorisarg in Alban, and was
ordained a priest on 18 July 1954 in Bogota. Thieviong year he was appointed parish
curate in the Cathedral in Villavicencio, wherewses also chaplain to several hospitals in
the town. A year later he went to Restrepo, alsouaste. In 1957 he was sent to teach in
the minor seminary in Choachi. In 1958 and 1959was asked to be the ordinary
confessor for the novices of the Daughters of Wasdan experience that he always
appreciated.

From 1960 to 1963 he was the bursar in the minanirssgy in Choachi,

after which he became the chaplain to the DauglueWisdom in Bogota (1964-1966).
After this he was appointed as extraordinary cadesor our novitiate in Funza-Cund.
From the novitiate, Guber left to form part, fist all, of the itinerant mission team in
Bogota (1968-1970), then finally to be the supedbthis team (1970-1975). He always
loved this experience, and spoke about it ofteough he thought about it also with
nostalgia since he was asked to close this comgumithing that he would not accept to
do, and that had to be carried out by another eoafr

After this he went to Cdcuta, first of all as pharigriest of the San Rafael parish
(1976-1979), and then as parish-priest of Ave Mpadash (1980-1986). Then he became
parish-priest of San Isidro Labrador parish in GabMeta (1987-1992), then of the most
recent parish of Maria Auxiliadora in Acacias-Meitatil 1997. Tired out by his apostolic
work, and having to bear the cross of sicknessydra to Choachi as the first superior of
the Home ‘San Luis Maria de Montfort’ for sick aretired confreres. This was his last
service as a superior, because after 2005 he htakéocare of his own health until his
death at the dawn of Sunday 22 April 2012.
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A parish curate, a teacher, chaplain, confessoerént missionary, parish-priest
and superior of communities, Father Guber Hernawotee his whole life to the service of
the Church. His undoubted love for the congregalgohhim to be always available and
dedicated. From his youth onwards he carried tlsscof sickness, as a true friend of
Jesus and his Cross. Always smiling and extrovetiedbore witness to his love for and
trust in God. His love for and devotion to the Bled Virgin lighted up his spiritual
journey. He loved the music of his native regiomy8&ca. Without pretension and with
great humility, he asked that nothing should bd s&ihim or of his work than that he was
“the legitimate son of Manuel Gémez Davila and Asabel Sandoval Castafieda.”

Father André WUYTS, S.M.M.

(1939 — 2012)

who died in Herentals (Belgium), on 10 May 2012,
at the age of 73 with 51 years of Religious Protess

André was born in Leuven on 31/01/1939, did hisoedary studies in 1959 in
what used to be the minor seminar in Rotselaarcandequently he went to Meerssen for
his noviciate with the smm. On 08/09/1960 he dxlffist vows, went to Oirschot to study
philosophy and theology and was ordained priest903/1966.

From 1966 to 1968 he did his pastoral training imntéfslag Il and became
assistant priest in the H. Heart parish in Wintgdl In 1970 he became religion teacher
and headmaster in the Institute for Technology mabkik. In 1977 he went back to the
Montfort college in Rotselaar to teach religion @aadbecome tutor. Afterwards, in 1983
he became part time teacher, this time in Lubbbakdedicated himself more and more
to preaching in view of the Days of Belief. A ydater he is involved in the activities of
Le Carrefour in Banneux but continued his preachwayk. After a short sabbatical
he became parish priest in Attenhoven (Holsbeelk) anthe same time he started
animating Montfort Pilgrimages to Lourdes and Fatiamd most of all to the Holy Land
together with Chris Moons, his house partner. 10&20e became the superior of the
Flemish regional Community. But from 2007 his hleatarted deteriorating. He limited
his activities to retreats, recollections and smsiin the parishes in the neighbourhood of
Herentals. In 2007 he went for the last time toludy Land. A short time before Easter
2012 he was diagnosed with cancer and metastasies$ than 5 weeks time his body
was completely undermined. He remained conscidludsgilast day. Early in the morning
he died at home in Herentals.

His way of life suggests he didn't have an easy. Iile had many talents as a
teacher and a preacher and he was very often grimsdiis qualities. He understood the
art of liturgy. The pilgrimages in general, but $koto the Holy Land (Israél, Jordania,
Egypt, Syria) in particular, were even more frditto him than to his companions.
Through those pilgrimages he came into contact wWith Commandery of Godfried of
Bouillon (The Temple knights) and became Knightpthen.
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André bravely accepted his illness. He knew verll that his life was nearly over.
He took care of all aspects of his funeral both ddeninistration and the content of the
service. At first he thought of asking the H. Saweat of the extreme unction on
Ascension day but on his doctor’s advice he reckiven 6" May. Father Mat Thijssen
gave him the H. Sacrament and André prayed conslgiouith him. | know that André
was very much devoted to Mary, more in particuter Hail Mary. He prayed it several
times. Personally | put the accent on the seconidop#his prayer: “Holy Mary, mother of
God, pray for André, now in the hour of his deafflie few words he managed to utter in
the last hours of his life were: ‘thank you’, ‘thapou.” We would like to thank his house
partner Chris, who very often was a great supolnirn.

Father André MARIE, S.M.M.
(1923 — 2012)

who died in Nice (France), on 13 May 2012,
at the age of 89 with 67 years of Religious Protess

e

Father André Marie was born on 12 March 1923 insP#re son of Eugéne Marie,
a cook, and Anne-Marie Daniel. After his secondadycation (in Orgeville par Pary,
[Eure] from 1936 to 1941, and at Coat an Doch [€ata Nord] from 1942 to 1943),
André Marie joined the Montfort Missionaries. He drahis novitiate in Chézelles where
he made his first profession on 8 September 194dmFL944 until 1951, he was in
Montfort-sur-Meu for the scholasticate. His studigsre interrupted by his military
service which he did in Vitré, St Brieuc, Auray addgold, from April 1945 to February
1946. It was at Montfort-sur-Meu that he made lgpptual profession on 15 September
1950 and was ordained priest by Cardinal RoqueBdrebruary 1951.

After his year of sacred eloquence (1951-1952)hdétaiMarie was appointed a
curate at Saint-Laurent-sur-Sevre (1952-1955), t@mt to Angouléme to work in the
Oeuvre de Marie Mére des Pauvrésunded by Father Le Bideau (1955-1956).

From 1956 until 1981, Father André Marie was atamji chaplain in Germany
(Tréve, 1956-1957; Kaiserslautern, 1971-1977; Sagrbl1978-1981), in Algeria (Ain
Temouchent, 1959-1960; Telagh, 1960-1962; Bone211%9%3; Blida, 1963-1964) and in
France (Lunéville, 1964-1971; La Vallonne (Ain),7791978).

When he left the Forces chaplaincy, Father Mameleeed service in various ways
to the community in the Tombe-Issoire in Paris (:9884), in Dinard (chaplain and
manager of the “priory centre” from 1984 to 1986)l.e Rody (1986-1989), and in Saint-
Laurent-sur-Sévre (1989-1991).

In 1991 Father Marie went to the diocese of Niceerghhe served in many
parishes (Breil-sur-Roya, Puget-Théniers, then Nicthe Saint-Roch quarter where he
visited many retirement homes, then finally in MeDame-de-la-Roya and in Saint-
Francois-de-Sales). In September 2009, he entbeedetirement home of the “Pauliani
Foundation” in Nice, where he died on 13 May 20¥3ay he rest in peace!
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Father Ronald MITCHELL, S.M.M.

(1942 — 2012)

who died in Ashurst, Southampton (England), on 32012,
at the age of 69 with 44 years of Religious Prafess

Ronald Mitchell was born on 14 October 1942 in B&lf Northern Ireland to
Patrick and Anne Mitchell. He was baptised two diaysr in St. Peter's church, Belfast,
in the diocese of Down and Connor. He receivedpnimary education at St Mary's
Catholic Primary School, and his secondary educatio St Mary's Grammar School,
Belfast. After some higher studies at Queen's Unritye Belfast, he became a Civil
Servant, until, through his membership of the Lagid Mary, he came into contact with
St. Louis Marie de Montfort and his spiritualitynspired by this, he entered the novitiate
of the Company of Mary in Ashurst, Southampton, IBnd, where he made his first
profession of vows on 8 September 1967.

He followed philosophy and theology courses, fit all in St Mary's
Scholasticate, Church Stretton, England, and tlen the Montfort Missionaries in
Gt. Britain & Ireland joined forces with the Endlislesuits for priestly training) at
Heythrop College in Oxford and later in London. tAe end of this time he obtained a
degree of Bachelor of Divinity and a Diploma in ta&al Theology. He made his
perpetual profession of vows in the Montfort hoo$etudies in London on 8 September
1972, and was ordained priest in St. Peter's Cedhd®klfast on 7 July 1973.

After a year serving as assistant priest in St {8bbmparish in Upper Holloway,
London, Fr. Ronnie was appointed in 1974 to the fféotian Retreat and Pastoral Centre
in Monaghan in the Irish Republic, where he quidkcame a renowned retreat preacher.
He was appointed Superior of the Monaghan hous889.

From 1981 until 1988, he was novice-master for Pnevince of Gt. Britain &
Ireland, first of all in Hendon, London, then in I in the Irish Republic. In 1988 he
was appointed Superior of Montfort House, Barrhéaahtland, where he remained until
1994, acquiring a reputation as a great preacheticplarly in Catholic Charismatic
circles, among whom he was often referred to asli#haling priest".

He took a Sabbatical in 1994-95 at the Maryvalditute in Birmingham, taking a
course in Personal, Moral and Spiritual Developmant obtaining an M.A. degree from
the Open University. He was subsequently appoioter again as Superior of Montfort
House in Monaghan, Ireland, where he remained tméit house was closed in 2002.
He was then appointed to Montfort House, Liverpdam where, in collaboration with
Fr. Bob Douglas, he conducted Parish Missions atdeRBts, many in his beloved Ireland.

In 2006, he was appointed Superior of St Josepbtsrst, where he worked hard
to promote Montfortian Spirituality and to providewelcoming spiritual centre for all
who came to the house.

In 2009 he was elected Superior of the Vice-Prawiot Great Britain & Ireland,
and remained in Ashurst, from where he continuezbtaluct retreats in various places, as
well as carrying out his duties as Vice-Provin&aberior.
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His sudden and unforeseen death on 30 May 2012avgmeat shock to the Vice-
Province, as well as to his many friends in GreataB and Ireland. He will be sorely
missed by all. May Our Blessed Lady, to whom he aiagys affectionately devoted,
welcome him into the Kingdom of her Son, Jesus<thri

Brother Raffaele (Giuseppe FASSINA), S.M.M.

(1932 — 2012)

who died in Arbizzano (Italy), on 5 June 2012,
at the age of 79 with 61 years of Religious Prafess

Giuseppe Fassina was born on 26 June 1932 in tighmd Onana in the township
of Tombolo (Pd). He entered the Apostolic SchoolRedona-Villa S. Maria on 13
September 1948 at the age of 16, and began hisllposy. Later he transferred to
Castiglione (To) where he was admitted to the QdadjBrothers’ Novitiate on 7
November 1949. He made his first vows on 25 Feri@51 as Brother Raffaele, and
made his perpetual profession on 2 February 198%&dona-Villa S. Maria.

He belonged to that generation of Brothers who tspkrheir energies in support
of the formation of future Montfort Missionariesfté&r his perpetual profession he stayed
at Redona-Villa S. Maria, working very hard at tMentfortian Typography (Timon),
dedicated to the printing of thgpostolo di Maria things written in support of the popular
missions, and publications of the Montfortian Mar@entre. He also dedicated himself to
the promotion of the review.

In 1967 Brother Raffaele was appointed to the AglastSchool in Arbizzano,
which had been open for scarcely a year. From tiheg onwards his presence in that
community was uninterrupted right up to the endhiefdays. As a matter of fact, in 1984,
his superiors asked Brother Raffaele to go to thsaGlella Madonna in Reggio Calabria,
but Providence dictated otherwise.

It was in the community of Arbizzano that BrotheaffRele continued his work for
the promotion of theApostolo di Mariain the Province of Verona and the outlying
districts. From the expertise he had acquired énRfocure in Redona, he created a group
of promoters: every month he would take the magezio them in their homes, and once
a year he would gather them for a feast-day. Hevatk¢d the missionary flavour of the
magazine, welcomed any passing missionaries witm @pms, and was very conscious of
the needs of the missions. In this way he wasllintfi the wish he had expressed to his
superiors on the occasion of his perpetual prajessio quickly join our dear confreres
in Madagascar - this was the desire that motivatgentry into the religious life, and that
will be the fulfilment of my most holy aspiratioiidde promoted pilgrimages and also
accompanied them in collaboration with the congenethe community.

In Brother Raffaele’s Curriculum Vitae, there aregreat headings: more than any
words, it was the witness of his vocation that eratd. A brother loved by all, a good man
despite his rather distant and reserved charastengwhat morose, yet capable also of
overcoming his rigidity and those moments of incoshgnsion in community life.
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Even when his health showed the first signs ofilitggBrother Raffaele did not give up
his commitments. He kept at it just so long asshiength would let him. He died quietly,
as though he did not want to disturb anyone, omtbening of 5 June 2012. His funeral
was celebrated in the little church in Arbizzanttereded by many of the confreres and
parishioners. Now Brother Raffaele rests, as heaywwanted, in the cemetery of
Arbizzano.

Father Joseph SAMSON, S.M.M.

(1930 — 2012)

who died in St Laurent s/S (France), on 10 Jun201
at the age of 81 with 61 years of Religious Protess

Father Joseph Joachim Marie Samson was born onl29930 in Gouaihic, in the
township of Moustoir’Ac in Morbihan, the son of &b&mn Samson, a carpenter, and
Joséphe Menaheze (the sister of Father Joachim Hdzaasmm). He was baptised the
following day, 30 July, in the church in MoustoicA

After his secondary schooling at the Apostolic Sdho Pontchateau (1942-1949),
he entered the novitiate in Celles sur Belle wheeemade his first profession on 8
September 1950. From 1950 until 1952, he was atélles for his philosophy; then there
was his military service in Saumur (1952-1953). dtledied theology in the scholasticate
in Montfort-sur-Meu (1953-1956), where he made pspetual vows (15 September
1955) and was ordained to the priesthood by Mgop8&i the auxiliary Bishop of Rennes
(5 February 1956). His formators judged his pietybe “serious and enlightened”,
his intellect “above average” and his spirit “gologt paradoxical”. This judgement is a
good description of Father Samson: a strong ang teth that he would always express
in a reasonable way, a fine and open intellecthaut pretension, a spirit full of humour,
paradoxical and sometimes disturbing.

His first appointment was to the apostolic schaothe Calvary at Pontchateau,
where he taught English and history from 1956 t661%He took a degree in English
(1960), then a second degree in philosophy (19889, higher studies certificates in
French literature (1960) and in general sociolo¥6@). He continued to teach English
and philosophy in the seminary of Les NaudierefR@ré-les-Nantes (in collaboration
with the Society of African Missions of Lyon) froff®66 to 1969, then in the seminary of
Couéts (in Bouguenais near Nantes) from 1969 td.197

From 1969 until 1981, he was a Provincial Councillo Paris, with special
responsibility for vocations and the foreign missipwhile at the same time carrying out
pastoral ministry in the parish of Malakoff.

He was elected Provincial in February 1981; a fuast he occupied until January
1987. These were very difficult years for FathemSan, which would affect his health
for the rest of his life.

It was in September 1991 that Father Samson tookgamn a pastoral ministry
in the parish of Saint-Laurent-sur-Sévre, which dentinued until September 2005.
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He led many groups, especially groups of thosegrieg for baptism. His pastoral charity
made a deep impression in his visits to the sicktha aged.

His own illness obliged him to relinquish his parigninistry in 2006.
“In retirement” in the Saint-Esprit house, he waslive out the final years of his life
tortured by this obscure sickness that came frothimviand completely disfigured his
personality. His long agony came to an end on b@ 2012, the Feast of Corpus Christi.

The emotion felt very strongly by his friends amshteres during his funeral in the
chapel of Saint-Esprit on 13 June, showed how @all heen affected by Father Joseph
Samson. The last picture left to us of Father Samsas that of the holy man Job,
a passage from whose book was read during the duferapter 19): a man gifted by
Providence, but then marked by trials and tormentaan of suffering and, sometimes, of
revolt, but always in the hope of an Encounter v@tid: “After my awakening, he will set
me close to him, and from my flesh | shall look@od” (Job 19:26).

Father Joel MARTINEZ JIMENEZ, S.M.M.

(1930 — 2012)

who died in Bogota (Colombia), on 13 June 2012,
at the age of 82 with 60 years of Religious Prafess

Father Joel was born on 8 April 1930 in Gamma-Cuethiarca, the son of
Absalom Martinez Garavito et Maria Jiménez Acosthp had nine children, of whom
four were consecrated to serve the Lord: two ®jest Hugo, a Salesian, and Fr Joel,
Montfort Father. Of their three daughters, two wddeminican Religious of the
Presentation - they have already gone to rejoictheneternal banquet prepared for the
friends of God. Father Joel was baptised on 13 I@B0 in Junin-Cundinamarca, and
confirmed in Gamma-Cundinamarca on 21 February 1936

He received his secondary education in the minorirsgry of Choachi between
1944 and 1949. On 2 February 1950 he began higiaevin San Juanito-Meta, and one
year later made his first profession there on 2rkaly. He made his perpetual profession
on 2 February 1957 in the major seminary of Albamdinamarca, where, three months
later, on 19 May, he was ordained deacon. At tlte adrthat year, on 24 November, he
was ordained a priest in the parish church of Suba.

During his first year as a priest, he carried oastpral work in the parish of
‘Nuestra Sefiora de Belen’ and also in Sogamosoa@umand Alban. Afterwards he
joined the mission team in Manizales. From 1960il ub®62 he was a curate Iin
‘La Grama’ in Villavicencio-Meta, and also a teache the Caldas college. Then he
returned to the Mission Team and acted as burs@r 19¥0. From 1971-1979 he was
parish-priest and superior, and during this penned also studied Catechesis for the
Family. In 1980 he was appointed as parish-priesban Martin-Meta. There he was
chaplain and a teacher in the National CollegeSah’ Martin’, and Director of the Parish
College of ‘Maria, Madre de la Iglesia’. From 19(011985 he was chaplain to the Penal
Colony of Acacias. From 1991 until 1994, he actsditee procurator of the Apostolic
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Prefecture of the Vichada. After this (1995-200d)was parish-priest in ‘San Benito’ and
in charge of the diocesan apostolic movementsSaAnh‘Benito’ he set to work to inspire
the parish community for the building of a new datyrwhich is notable for its size and
beauty. From 2005-2006 he was the director of gteeat house of ‘Villa Montfort’ in
Cumaral-Meta; from there he left to take chargéhefold house of the minor seminary in
Choachi until 2008. Because his health began tohaihad to go into the Home for sick
confreres, also in Choachi. Here he fought to tdbhis health but finally, on 21 May
2012, he was rushed to the ‘San Rafael’ Clinic bbynthe Brothers of St John of God.
Here he gave back his life into the hands of GedRther.

Father Joel was a strong and valiant man, audacacamable of risking all for
Jesus; a missionary, teacher, chaplain, bursaguptor, inspiration of lay people,
director of apostolic movements and of retreat Beua builder and great inspiration for
the church community. Right up to his last momehts,wanted to remain close to the
people to preach the Word of God.

Father Ivo LUCON, S.M.M.

(1929 — 2012)

who died in Redona - Bergamo (ltaly), on 22 Jun&220
at the age of 82 with 60 years of Religious Protess

Ivo Ugo Lucon was born on 28 October 1929 in thespaof Villa del Conte (Pd),
in the township of S. Giorgio in Bosco. In Augu®43B, following in the footsteps of his
brother Aldo, he entered the Apostolic School ofl&te-Villa S. Maria, while one of his
sisters would become a Daughter of Wisdom.

After his secondary and higher studies, he condriug formation journey with the
novitiate in Castiglione (To) which ended with fiist profession on 8 September 1951.
Then he went to Loreto for his studies in philosophd theology. He made his perpetual
profession on 8 September 1956 and was ordainedtpni the church of the Holy House
on 16 March 1957. His pastoral year was spent encismmunity of Arona (No) and,
in 1958, his first obedience sent him to the AplistSchool in Redona, as a teacher of
mathematics and religion.

In 1966 he was transferred to the new ApostolicoBtin Arbizzano (Vr), where
he was bursar for ten years.

In 1978, after a year of updating in catechetiegh€&r Ivo left Arbizzano for the
scholasticate in Via Prenestina. At first he wascheng in the high school, then he took
charge of the bursar's office in 1980. This job didt prevent Father lvo from being
available for the spiritual direction of those stnts who came to him. At the same time
he gave himself some precious opportunities fotgpakwork, in particular in the service
of the new suburbs growing up on the outskirts oimg.

In 1983 he was appointed to the community of Viggi&Pz), a small Lucan town
where there was a celebrated Marian shrine. Shyreserved, a little apart from the
pastoral concerns of the other confreres, Fatherhiad the secret of making himself
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appreciated for his availability to listen to thenple people, in particular the ageing and
the sick, as well as for his fidelity to his comménts and for the zeal he showed. In the
service of the parish and the shrine, he busiegdlinm particular with the areas of San
Salvatore and Vignes. For many years he tauglgioeliin the secondary schools of the
region, combining constancy with patience in hiatrens with the young, even outside
class-times. Also Father Ivo acted as religiougptzha for the residents of the Villa Agri
hospital. Finally he made himself available for femsions in the parishes of the valley.

When the residence in Viggiano was close in 1998 ér lvo was appointed to the
community of Redona-Villa S. Maria. For more than tyears he gave assistance to the
activities of the Propaganda office, in particufathe Pilgrimage office, while at the same
time being available for any ministry that was segfgd to him from time to time.

Beginning in 2007, direct collaboration with theopaganda office became less
and less. His health was not what it had been,aznitlgradually failed, Father Ivo spent
the last months of his life in the Villa Montfoitaken to hospital in the San Francesco
clinic, he died on 22 June 2012. After the funémahe church of Our Lady Queen of All
Hearts, Father Ivo rests now in the cemetery irg8ero.

Father Patrick GAFFNEY, S.M.M.

(1928 — 2012)

who died in Bay Shore, NY (USA), ori'July 2012,
at the age of 84 with 63 years of Religious Protess

Fr. Patrick Gaffney died July 1, 2012 at the Morttidissionaries Community in
Bay Shore, New York. He was 84 years old, profeg®gears and lived 58 years as a
Montfort priest. Father Gaffney was born in New K &ity and raised in the Montfort
parish of St. Mary Gate of Heaven, in Ozone PathBiis mother and father were deaf
and mute, and they raised a large family. The ofiiccommunicated by sign language
before they spoke English. Even later in life, ainments of critical illness in hospital,
Father Pat often would unconsciously revert to sagrguage to speak with his sisters and
brothers. Two of his sisters became Daughters stidfm.

After finishing seminary studies in Litchfield, Coecticut, he attended the
Angelicum University in Rome, where he received®ii$.D. He returned to Litchfield as
professor and then superior of the USA Province ofsdicate from 1958-1968.
New perspectives on formation after the Vatican r@dusaw the transfer of the
scholasticate to St. Louis University in St. Lowdissouri, where unfortunately the first
years produced a public scandal and disastrousialing among the seminarians and staff.
Half the scholastics left; the Montfort name becaumething of a&ause célebrén the
United States. Into this turmoil and suffering, Heat Gaffney was sent as the new
superior, bringing to bear his faith, charity angsdem. His role as formator and guide
saved a whole generation of priests in the Province

From 1968 till 1991 he taught Theology at St. Loulsiversity, eventually
becoming the first non-Jesuit chairman of the TogplDepartment. He became a trusted
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advisor to the Cardinal Archbishop, and a founderar Institute for Lay Theological
Formation. Priests, seminarian and religious sounmt out for spiritual direction and
guidance. In 1991, Father Pat left the Universitg aeturned to our Montfort house in
Litchfield, dividing his energies between the Shri@rotto of Our Lady of Lourdes, the
retreat house, and considerable efforts in writargd editing works in Montfortian
Spirituality. In addition to regular columns in Cureof All Hearts Magazine, he was
editor of the English language version of Dietionary of Montfortian Spiritualityand
also the English translation of MontforGantiques-Hymns

From 1996 until his death, he was a member of @mmounity at Bay Shore,
New York, still deeply involved in Montfortian Siimality through internet teaching and
writings.

To fully appreciate Father Gaffney’s life and minys one looks to St. Paul:
“This treasure we possess in earthen vessels teentailear that its surpassing power
comes from God and not from ug2Cor 4:7). Shortly after receiving his doctorate
Rome, he was diagnosed with a life-threateningedfn Astounding his doctors for well
over 50 years, he taught and ministered with graod humor despite endless
hospitalizations, surgeries, drug complications aehkness. For the scholastics and
students he formed, for his friends and confrefesther Pat lived St.Paul's words:
“Continually we carry about in our bodies the dyiafjJesus, so that in our bodies the life
of Jesus may also be revealg@Cor 4:10).

Father Gaffney wanted no grandiose obituary, nbn§isof his academic and
ecclesiastical achievements. Perhaps he wouldlguate from his English translation of
Montfort’'s Cantique 77The Devout Slave of Jesus in Mary

Sing out my soul! Make known
To the glory of my Savior,
Mary’s great mercy

Toward her poor servant.

Would that | had a voice of thunder
To proclaim far and near:

The happiest people on this earth
Are those who serve her best.
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Father Ramén RAMOS RINCON, S.M.M.

(1919 — 2012)

who died in Choachi (Colombia), on 19 July 2012,
at the age of 92 with 73 years of Religious Prafess

Father ‘Ramoncito’ was born on 27 October 1919 imo&chi-Cundinamarca,
the son of Jose Santos Ramos and Catalina Rincenwa$ baptised three days later
in the parish of San Miguel Arcangel. He did hisvitiate in San Juanito-Meta
(2 February 1938-1939). In 1944 he made his peapgiofession and five months later
was ordained priest.

He was a teacher of mathematics and Greek in therjseminary (1945-1947),
an itinerant missionary twice (1948 and 1957-19%@)] an excellent parish-priest and
pastor several times:

* in the parish of Calvario-Meta (1949-1954) - aalfinvillage lost in the
mountains. Here he showed himself an excellentopadt souls, and he directed the
building of a church.

* in the parish of Medina-Cundinamarca (1955-19561ce again in only two
years he managed to build a new church.

From 1960 to 1967 he went to Restrepo-Meta, wheréitected the building of
the Major Seminary of the recently-created DioceS¥illavicencio, where generations
of priests were trained for this particular Church.

* in the parish of San Isidro Labrador in Guamakd#d.968) - he had the Culture
Hall built.

* in the parish of San Benito (1969-1994) - thiswe longest stretch as a parish-
priest, where he directed the restoration of the'ah a restoration which lasted until the
definitive one carried out by Father Joel (RIP)tHis parish he created the most solid and
persevering youth group in the diocese; the raiatibetween the youth and Father
Ramoncito have remained close to this day. Frone mer went as a parish curate to
Nostra Sefiora del Carmen in Acacias (from 1995-1998

At the age of 80 he arrived at the Home for sickt eetired confreres until his final
departure for the House of the Father.

An extraordinary missionary, deeply rooted in ttathf of his forefathers in
Choachi and in Montfortian spirituality; an exceli@eacher, preacher, highly-thought-of
parish priest, builder, guide of the young, frieoidchildren; he remained to the end
greatly attached to his two “Socii”: The Blessedrgih and the Child Jesus, who
accompanied him to the end, and for whom he workbdays in his workshop
(‘La madriguera’): his work-place for the buildirg little wooden altars in honour of the
Blessed Virgin with her Child, that he afterwards/g to people who visited the house.
This was his way of propagating love and devotmthe Mother of God.
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Father Roger CHAREST, S.M.M.

(1916 — 2012)

who died in Brentwood (USA), on 16 August 2012,
at the age of 95 with 75 years of Religious Prafess

Fr. Roger Mary Charest died August 16, 2012 at Ma&egina Residence in
Brentwood, New York. He was 95 years old at hisspmg professed 75 years and a
Montfort priest for 70 years. He came from a laageé loving Franco-American family in
Fall River, Massachusetts; after preliminary stadreBay Shore, his novitiate was made
in Nicolet and his scholasticate in Eastview, Can&itom 1943 till 1949 Fr. Roger Mary
worked in Canada, first as Socius to the Novicet®tasnd then as professor at the Minor
Seminary at Papineauville.

Returning to the new United States Province in 1$49Charest began what was
to become his life’'s work and special vocation + dontfortian Marian Spirituality.
He founded our magazin§ueen of All Heartsand worked on it in one capacity or
another till its final issue. He stabilized MontfoPublications, which printed and
propagated St. Louis Marie’s writings in Englishdaihe works of various authors who
explained or elaborated Montfort’'s spirituality. Hegas a charter member of the
Mariological Society of America. The Legion of Mawas his special interest and he
hosted Frank Duff, the founder of the Legion, aty B2hore. A skilled preacher with
irrepressible energy, Fr. Roger Mary gave confezsran Devotion to Mary in 48 states
here in the United States. Founding Montfort Pitgages, he organized more than 40
pilgrimages to Lourdes, France and led countlelssrdrips to Marian Shrines, to Rome
and the Holy Land.

From 1961 till 1967 Fr. Charest served as Provirsigerior of the United States
Province during the tumultuous years around VatitaHe oversaw the establishing of a
second Minor Seminary in Pacific, Missouri and tin@nsfer of the scholasticate to
St. Louis University in St. Louis, Missouri, as Wwak new mission calls to Indonesia.
But always, his heart brought him back to our Mari8pirituality and Montfort
Publications in Bay Shore.

Fr. Roger Mary was filled with optimism, energy amoly. His smile was
infectious. His 95 years as a faithful disciple ahave of Jesus in Mary allowed him to
incarnate the virtues of his holy Mother. When ewezlming circumstances brought
about the end of his beloveQueen of All Heartamagazine, and then, his need for
supervised care in a nursing home, he acceptedviatthgrace and with a heart of faith
and obedience. In his final years, Fr. Charest atistecognition and memory, even the
ability to speak... but his smile from deep withirdigged the gentleness and goodness
that filled his soul to the endO admirable Mother, present me to your dear Sorhas
slave now and for always, so that he who redeemeethrough you, will now receive me
through you.” Amen.
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Father Jean-Claude LE BORGNE, S.M.M.

(1923 — 2012)

who died in Cumaral (Colombia), on 26 August 2012,
at the age of 89 with 68 years of Religious Protess

Father Jean-Claude Le Borgne was born in Finistérance on 26 July 1923,
the son of Alain Le Borgne and Francoise Olliviele received the grace of Baptism
the following day in the parish of Cléder. He bedaa novitiate in Chézelles on 8
September 1942 and made his first profession ofsvthe following year on the same
date. His perpetual profession was on 8 Septemi®9 1lin Montfort-sur-Meu.
On 19 February 1950, in the same place, he wasnadido the priesthood. All his
studies, both philosophy and theology, were madesimative land.

In the year of his ordination, he received his obece to leave for Colombia to
serve in the mission of the Plains of Saint Martiowever, he was appointed right from
the start to teach philosophy and moral theologythe Major Seminary in Alban,
a ministry which he carried out from 1950 until 895 he following year and until 1958
he was appointed parish-priest of Puerto LopeZL989 he became the Director of the
Minor Seminary of Choachi (Cundinamarca). He staiede until 1966.

From 1967 until 1969, he was director of the Moritém Scholasticate in Madrid
(Spain). In 1970, he was appointed parish-priestLaf Grama in Villavicencio
(Colombia), staying there until 1971. Then he wppanted Director of Missions in
Sunape. There he began a long period at the sewficthe Sikuani indigenous
communities, which lasted until 1989. Then he $&fhape in 1990 to take charge of the
Mission Centre in Santa Teresita in the Tuparraas there that the new millennium took
him quietly by surprise. The following year he waspointed parish curate in St Luis
Beltran in Medellin, where he stayed until 20062007, holy obedience sent him to be
administrator of the farm at the Villa Montfort @umaral (Meta). And it was there that,
yesterday, 26 August 2012, he suffered a strokéevdmjoying his evening meal, which
nevertheless gave him time to make his peace dmdycgender his soul to God.

What can we say of this wise and holy man, thisoagdished missionary, this
great priest? Truly words cannot express what Fakben-Claude was and what he did for
our beloved country. We recall certain experienagsyyhen one day he shared with us in
a fraternal atmosphere, and told us that when eanehild and was returning from the
countryside, where he had gone to look after tbekflas a little shepherd, his father was
not concerned about the sheep, but rather asketidinmany rosaries he had said during
the day. Or, to give another example, one of tketlings he said when asked about his
stay at the Villa Montfort, he said: “I am on thedshold of Paradise; | give my time to
prayer and the spiritual life. | read a lot, espbgithe works of the saints. | am happy.”

Father Jean-Claude, with your worker’s hands, mitesar prayers to the Lord of
the harvest, that he might send labourers to hiwelsg good missionaries for the
Company of Mary. Peace in heaven and glory ondmsot

IN THE HOUSE OF THE FATHER... (June 2013 -N°17) page 21



Father Harie (Rikus) OOSTERBOS, S.M.M.

(1923 — 2012)

who died in Waterschei, Genk (Belgium), on 29 Audil 2,
at the age of 89 with 67 years of Religious Prafess

Rikus, born on 19 June 1923 in Opoeteren, studiechamities at the minor
seminary in Rotselaar. His desire to join the MoritiMissionaries coincided with the
Second World War, which is why, with the other Batgcandidates, he did his novitiate
and his first year of philosophy in Rotselaar. Enee made his first vows on 8 September
1944, and at the end of 1945 he rejoined the biggeup of scholastics in Oirschot,
where Mgr. Theunissen ordained him a priest on 28ck 1950.

Convinced that he was going to be a good missigrta@ywas appointed to the
Congo, but, before going there, he followed a ocewosmake him personally aware of the
difficulties of life in tropical countries and tajeip him to transmit this art in the service
of the people. In 1951, he went out there for tret fime. He worked first of all in Opala,
then, after a brief stay in Yabwanza, from 19529566 he was the director of the school
in Wengé and in charge of the health service. BO1® was called to Isangi to teach.

1960, the year when the colony gained its indepacelevas a pivotal year for the
missionaries: the start of the rebellions which evéws become catastrophic in 1964,
especially in the East of the Congo (our own ar€hat same year, 1960, Rikus returned
to Wengé, this time as superior, and it was thibat in 1964, along with his confreres,
he fell into the hands of the rebels. A long andidiejourney brought them finally to
Stanleyville, where they were released. We do msisess any written testimony in his
own hand, but we do know that he suffered terribg/who did not express himself easily
in words or cries, but who was possessed of a MideEmperament. Immobilised several
times, his hands and feet tied up, this man obactuffered, and his eyes expressed his
anger and suffering. With the others, he got aueabut marked for life.

Back in Belgium, he had every right to a periodrest, but quickly Rikus
committed himself to working in the parish of Rogmnas a provisional aid. The dean of
the sector begged the Provincial, Father Vanderhatb let him have him definitively.
But he (Father Vanderhallen) was not happy withidiea of those who had returned from
the Congo going to take on parishes to left anktriglso, with Mgr. Jansen, he hoped to
remain available for the Congo. But then a mediepbrt put rest to the idea of a return to
tropical climes for Rikus. This was when the plédahe bishop of the diocese convinced
the Provincial: “Parish apostolate is his element.”

So, from 1967 to 1972, he was parish-priest in Rasmand, from 1972 to 1996,
in As. He gave himself wholeheartedly to this niiyiswhile at the same time remaining
very aware of the development of the diocese afgsavhich had to rise up from the ruin
brought about by the rebellions. So he looked dfierassets of the diocese and was a
great help to the Mission Procure. Because of tltelen death of the superior of the
community in Genk in 1996, he accepted to succeed &s a temporary measure,
a temporary state that lasted until 2001, when ks veplaced. With great diligence,
he continued acting as bursar to the communityl 2669, when he was at the end of his
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strength. Since that time, as far as possible,dmirmied to take part in the life of the
community (Eucharist, Rosary, meals), until on 6gAst 2012 he surprised his confreres
by asking for the Sacrament of the Sick. Lateribbecame evident that he suspected that
he was the victim of an incurable illness. Thedwling day, in a medical check-up at the
hospital, he was diagnosed as having a canceedivtr with metastasis. He refused any
medical treatment, which, in his view, would benaf use, and asked to go back to his
community where he was accorded all possible €mne. of his last pronouncements was:
“They were very kind to me.”

On 22 August he asked to be transferred to pafiatare at the hospital in
Waterschei. He who had shown great strength oitspiled quickly. He died on 29
August, aged 89. His funeral took place in the chuof Boxbergheide (Genk) on
1 September 2012, and he was buried in the comyncarhetery in Rotselaar.

Father Emmanuel GUYADER, S.M.M.

(1919 — 2012)

who died in St Laurent s/S (France), on 30 Septe2®&2,
at the age of 92 with 71 years of Religious Protess

Father Emmanuel Guyader was born on 10 Novembe® 181 Commana
(Finistére), the son of Jean-Baptiste and Alice, Réouff, who were both farmers. He was
baptised the same day. Emmanuel had a brothemansisters (one of whom has died).

He did his secondary studies in #postolic Schoobf the Calvary at Pontchateau
from 1933 to 1939. His novitiate began in 1939 &lil€s-sur-Belle, but was broken by the
“youth camps” (June 1940 to March 1941; war maksesdemands!), and it was at
Chézelles that he finished it and made his firstvon 8 September 1941. Then he set off
for the scholasticate in Montfort-sur-Meu. Thereaiag he had to interrupt his studies
when he was called up for military service (July December 1945). He made his
perpetual profession in Montfort-sur-Meu on 20 keloy 1947, was ordained deacon on
20 December 1947 in the cathedral in Rennes, amestpon 21 February 1948 in
Montfort-sur-Meu by Cardinal Roques, the ArchbislodfRennes.

Our young missionary was first of all a mathemateacher at the Calvary of
Pontchateau (1948-1949), then assistant directdh@fmagazine The Reign of Jesus
through Mary in Dax (1950-1951). After this he returned to tteaching of scientific
matters in the apostolic school in Pontchateau 1419%50), and in Pelousey (1960-1962),
then again in Pontchateau (1963-1966). A specialisigures and calculation, Father
Emmanuel began a long career as bursar: first midRateau, while also helping with the
missions and pilgrimages (1966-1968), then in Cliezevhere he carried out this rather
sombre service from 1968 until 2002, the year wtie® community was closed. From
there he went to Le Rody until 2006, the year whencommunity in Finistére came to
an end. After four years in La Chartreuse, he wakemed into the community of the
Holy Spirit in Saint-Laurent-sur-Sévre, where heddon 30 September 2012.
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Father Emmanuel Guyader was an upright and senm@urs in his work. His last
years saw him somewhat “disoriented”; yet he ndaggot the way to the community
chapel or the dining-room... Emmanuel could not maikeself understood, but he loved
to be in community, in good company, with his cenéis, so much so that he would
wander sometimes into the corridors or even inte #ttic, in search of a brother.
In community he was gentle, affectionate, agreeabitgling, sparkling, loving to make
people laugh. Yes, he was “disoriented” but celyanot “lost” with regard to fraternal
service and charity (his solid foundation remainethct): he would often share his
biscuits with his neighbour at the diabetic talolee day, when the confrere charged with
giving a stole to a handicapped priest was abs#ewgs our Emmanuel who went out of
his way to bring the stole... which goes to show,tleaen though Alzheimer’s disease
was undoubtedly present, it had not affected teergsl thing: the presence of love in the
heart, even though reason might have flown away...

A fall in his room, followed by an operation on Hemnur in the Cholet hospital,
consumed his strength. He gradually faded awaywHe no longer to be seen walking
and even jumping in the corridors of the Mother-BlEunow he is running about in the
House of the Father.

Father Emmanuel GUIL, S.M.M.
(1926 — 2012)

who died in Rennes (France), on 13 October 2012,
at the age of 86 with 66 years of Religious Protess

Emmanuel Gil was born on 23 March 1926 in Malestribie son of Jean-Marie
and Marie-Sainte (née Guicquelais). He receivegé&t®ndary education at tApostolic
Schoolof the Calvary in Pontchateau from 1939 to 194&jnd) the second World War,
which necessitated for him, and his fellow-pupiés,temporary displacement to the
Chateau of Carheil. Father Emmanuel would remamevier attached to Malestroit,
and especially to the community of the Augustinisters of Mother Yvonne-Aimée.
One significant event from Emmanuel’'s childhood whe moment when, having
experienced difficulties in walking, his parent®kadhim to stand on the tomb of Father
René Mulot (the first successor of St Louis Maree Montfort) at Questembert while
begging for a cure; little Emmanuel saw his legerggthened, and he became the great
walker that we knew. A great walker in the footstep Father de Montfort!

It was at Chézelles that he did his novitiate, mhidefirst vows on 8 September
1946, and studied philosophy (from 1946-1948). éiwe year he did his military service
in Germany, then went to the scholasticate at Mwotigur-Meu for his studies in theology
(1949-1953). There he made his perpetual vows adug@ 1952 and was ordained priest
by Mgr. L. Hardman SMM, the Bishop of Zomba in Maila

After a year of Sacred Eloquence in Celles-suréBg|l953-1954), Father
Emmanuel was appointed to Angouléme as a missianattye community of the shrine
of Notre-Dame d’Obezin€l954-1962). He often spoke of his experience mgaduléme,
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notably about Father Jean-Baptiste Le Bideau asdvbrk ‘Mary Mother of the Podr
which concerned itself with children and young deap difficulty. From 1962 to 1964,
he was a missionary at Pontchateau. Then he wasragg assistant novice-master at
Chézelles and a youth chaplain in lle Bouchard 419868). After a short break as
teacher of liturgy in Celles-sur-Belle (1968-1968g spent a further twelve years in
Chézelles (1969-1981) as a much-appreciated preattheetreats and prayer-weeks,
superior of the community and in charge of the gfariA motor accident allowed him,
one might say, to take a year’s renewal at lingitut Catholiquein Paris, where he
followed the famous “Barrau year”,y@ear of ongoing formation for the clerggFPC -
1981-1982). On 8 September 1982, he left forMason Nataleof St Louis Marie de
Montfort in Montfort-sur-Meu, where he stayed fantyears (1982-1992). With the
Daughters of Wisdom, the Brothers of St Gabried ais big smile, he was to welcome
visitors and pilgrims. There he led and directednynaetreats in the fbotsteps of
Montfort’, and especially on th&ecret of Mary The chapel of Saint-Lazare and the
church in Iffendic were the almost daily withessdsis prayers, and the paths leading
there by his meditations. From 1992 to 1994, hentspeshort time alNotre-Dame du
Marillais before joining the community at the Calvary in Rtédteau, where he was the
superior for three terms (1994-2006). During therigd he was also a Provincial
Councillor (1993-2005). His sense of evangelicasditality opened the Calvary up to
people from many places. His caring and his resfmcbthers, his love of peace and
concord, brought them grace and unction.

In 2006, he launched a new project: the openingnointernational community at
the Maison Nataleof St Louis Marie in Montfort-sur-Meu. This intextional dimension
has since that time replaced the inter-Montforagpect of théMaison Natale He spent
this new stage in serenity and the desire of one wbuld wish to live here below the
contemplation of the after-life. He was the soule anight say, of this grace-filled place.
His ministry was one of listening and welcominge tispenser of the Lord’'s mercy.
Then this international experience was transformei an international novitiate.
And he received a new mission: prayer and selffsaeifor the novices; “l pray,” he said
to the Lord, “that among these novices of today tandgorrow, there may be true mystics,
men who really do live from God and with God.”

It was at the dawn of a new novitiate year that Eamoel died on Saturday 13
October, Our Lady’s day... He knew what awaited hiithvhis heart disease; he knew
especially who it was that was awaiting him withagren heart to welcome him...

Father Emmanuel Guil leaves us with his unforgéttadmile (in Hebrew his
family name means “smile”!); he leaves us his mas$or St Louis Marie de Montfort, his
enthusiasm for Montfortian spirituality, his lové the Montfortian Family, his open and
dynamic vision of the Montfortian charism. May heer into the joy of his Master!
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Father James CREE, S.M.M.

(1924 — 2012)

who died in Ince Blundell (England), on 29 OctoBéd.2,
at the age of 88 with 62 years of Religious Prafess

Father James Cree was born on 2 May 1924 in Glas8oetland, to Adam Cree
and Annie, née Lappin. He was baptised two days latthe church of Our Lady and
St Margaret in Glasgow. He received his primary cadion at Our Lady and
St Margaret’s school, and went from there to HabgtdGSecondary School from 1936 to
1939. Called up for military service during the &ed¢ World War, he served in the
Cameronians, fighting in North Africa and in theli@dl landings at Anzio, Italy. At this
time he made a promise that, if he should sunheevtar, he would offer his whole life to
God. So, when the war ended he entered the navibiathe English Province (as it was
known in those days) in Ashurst in 1949. He maddihst religious profession of vows as
a lay brother on 7 October 1950, taking the religiname of Francis Xavier.

Brother Francis spent his first year after profssat St Joseph’s, Ashurst
(the novitiate), working on the farm and in thedgr, and as a general handyman. In
1951 he was appointed to the Junior Seminary, Man@ollege, in Romsey, where again
he worked on the farm, eventually becoming the namimyman. After 10 years of this
work, he was appointed in 1961 to St. Mary’s Scéidate in Church Stretton,
Shropshire, where he remained until 1968, mainlpleged in fund-raising by making
and distributing Christmas cards and calendars. "WMihe English scholasticate was
transferred to Heythrop Park in Oxfordshire, Broth&ancis went there too, and
continued his fund-raising activities from thera. 1970, he was appointed to Montfort
House, Liverpool, where he continued his fund-rjsand was instrumental in founding
the Montfortian Lay Associates group.

In 1983, Brother Francis’s life took a new turn whee was appointed as a parish
assistant and bursar in the parish of Our Lady SinBominic in Homerton in the East
End of London. During this time, his desire to bpreest manifested itself, and in 1986
he began the study of philosophy and theology at Fnanciscan Study Centre in
Canterbury. He was ordained priest on 7 July 1899Me church of Our Lady of Lourdes
in Glasgow. His first appointment as a priest wadlontfort House, Monaghan, Ireland,
where he was involved in various activities, inahgdthe giving of retreats (1990-1995).
He also acted as the local bursar.

Father James was appointed to Montfort House, BadhScotland in 1995, where
he continued to exercise his priestly ministry etreat work, and also acted as local
bursar. Around this time he began to suffer ditties with his legs, and had to spend
some time in a Nursing Home in Hawick in Scotladdter a remarkable (though
incomplete) recovery he returned to Barrhead, whereemained until he was appointed
to act as chaplain to the Daughters of Wisdom atr thretirement home in Lytham
St Anne’s. After some time in this role, he himgseifired to Montfort House, Liverpool;
but he continued to act as chaplain to a local enfjwntil his ailments became such that
he had to enter a local nursing home run by theuatigian Sisters. It was there that,
after a number of alarms, he finally died peacgfah 29 October 2012, while Mass was
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being offered in the chapel for his intentions. [Bats Brother Francis and as Father
James, he was loved by everyone especially fomfestious laugh, and he never let his
ailments get him down. May the Lord and Our Bles&edly receive him into the
dwellings of eternity.

Father Lionel DES GROSEILLER, S.M.M.

(1931 — 2012)

who died in Montréal (Canada), on 9 December 2012,
at the age of 81 with 61 years of Religious Protess

It is with sadness that | advise you of the pedaggath, this morning, 9 December
2012, of our confrere Lionel Des Groselillers, ie aisonneuve-Rosemont Hospital in
Montreal, after a heart attack. | was a witnessaof agony of appreciation and
thanksgiving on his part for his priesthood as anttwtian religious and for the people
who had worked with him.

Lionel was born in Montreal on 16 October 1931. whes the nephew of the late
Father Leo Marie Fournier, s.m.m., and the cousithe late Father Armand Fournier,
s.m.m. On 15 August 1951 he made his first religipuofession in the chapel of our
novitiate of Sainte-Marie in Nicolet. He was ordadnpriest on 1 February 1957, in the
Oratory of the Hotel-Dieu in Montreal by CardinaU®Emile Léger.

In 1960 he left for a six-year stretch as a teaghéfaiti in the Montfortian college
of Notre-Dame de Lourdes in the diocese of PorRdex From 1966 to 1973, he was to
be found at our Montfortian seminary in Papinedayilvhether for a period of rest, or as
a teacher or as chaplain and curate. From 197418, lhe exercised his ministry at the
Shrine of Mary Queen of All Hearts.

From 1978 to recent days, Lionel had a long peeiblder as curate or as parish-
priest or superior in our parishes, either in Vanat the parish of Our Lady of Lourdes;
or North Bay, in the parish of St Vincent de Paurl;Jonquiére, in the parish of Marie-
Médiatrice; or Montreal, in the parish of Our LaQueen of All Hearts, linked with the
parish of Saint-Fabien.

Lionel was a very devoted confrere in his priestijnistry and proud to be a
Montfortian religious. He loved to repeat often lwiMontfort: “God wills or permits
everything, and that is why everything pleases rm”"put many of his talents to work,
whether as a singer, a composer or a poet. He wgrea traveller - distance meant
nothing to him - whether in Quebec or Ontario, eror the Holy Land.

His funeral will take place on Thursday 13 Decenditet0:30 in the parish of Our
Lady Queen of All Hearts. His body will be laid antthe same place on Wednesday 12
December from 14:00 to 17:00, and from 19:00 t®Q@land before the funeral beginning
at 9:00. May the Blessed Virgin, whom he so loved areached, welcome our dear
Lionel to “everlasting joy”!
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. Father Ignacio de Jesis GONZALEZ LESMES, S.M.M.

(1928 — 2012)

who died in Bogota (Colombia), on 12 December 2012,
at the age of 84 with 63 years of Religious Praofess

Father Ignacio de Jésus Gonzalez Lesmes was bofr8 gkpril 1928 in Junin-
Cundinamarca. The son of Luis Maria Federico Ga@rzd&amacho and Consolation
Lesmes Cruz, he was baptised on 29 April followiighm 1942 until 1947 he studied at
the Junior Seminary of Choachi-Cundinamarca. Tleem&de his novitiate at San Juanito
in 1948, making his first vows in the Company ofrlan 2 February 1949. He studied
Philosophy and Theology at the Major Seminary ibal-Cundinamarca from 1949 until
1954, and his perpetual profession took place tber2 February 1954. He was ordained
a deacon on 18 July of that year in the parish oédtra Sefiora de Belén in Bogota,
the cradle of the Montfort Missionaries in Colombidere also he was ordained to the
priesthood on 17 October 1954.

His first appointment was as a curate in the pasisBan Pedro in Jagua in 1955.
The following year, 1956, he was sent to the Catiledf Villavicencio as a curate.
From 1957 until 1971, Father Ignacio worked in Bpscopal Curia. There, he dedicated
himself to the role of director of CARITAS, director education and chaplain in the
Villavicencio hospital. With all the energy of hysuth, he travelled around the territory
of the nascent church, in particular in Villavicemcdevoting himself above all to the
poorest and most deprived people, always seekihgheumost excluded and going into
the remotest places. Working side by side with ldne people, he spent himself in
evangelisation and the promotion of justice anccpea the region.

From 1971 to 1978, we find him preoccupied with $iteation of the indigenous
people of the little villages of Planas and Pudntujillo - in Meta - and in the Sunape -
Vichada. The situation of the indigenous peoplé¢hef Sikuani group in this region was
painful. Father Ignacio, listening to the criestlmbse “without a voice”, took the side of
the indigenous peoples. Going about from one pla@nother, day and night, alone or in
company with others, he had to make a stand agtinse who would appropriate the
land of the indigenous peoples to the detrimenteir life and culture. This led him to
experience very difficult times when even his Ilf&as in danger more than once.
His action, however, succeeded in arousing natidedhte, and, through the press, left
behind memories “of a priest who fought for thehtgyof the indigenous Sikuani people.”
The elders among the indigenous people rememberdmdhstill ask what has become of
“Father Gonzalez”; and, through their oral tradispthe younger generations retain their
recognition of this little man, missionary and gtievho, while respecting their culture,
their ambitions and their human desires, fought foem. From 1978 to 1980,
he experienced more difficult years, being persstutmisunderstood, rejected, and
hunted for his life in the regions of Planas anéruTrujillo. From native long house to
long house, he managed to escape the clutcheswafnler of “colons” who refused to
accept his witness and sought to kill him. In theiseumstances and in the midst of many
difficulties, he was sent to the nascent missiothefUnited States province in Nicaragua
in 1981. He arrived as a curate in Santo Tomason@Gies. This country was also having
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a difficult time. The struggle against the dictatup of Somoza was experiencing one of
its most difficult periods. “Nicaragua without Sopa3 was the cry of the simple people

of Nicaragua. All over Central America, people werperiencing internal conflicts, and

there was born a prophetic style of protest agdimestotalitarian and unjust governments.
“Nachito” made his own the cause of the people icBMgua: we see him fighting for the

liberation of people, evangelising, organising tbenmunity and promoting social action

in various sectors of Santo Tomas. His heart restece. He wanted to die in Nicaragua
and to be buried in the manner of the indigenouples wrapped in a big palm-leaf and

placed in the earth with two or three of his beiogg.

On returning to Colombia in 1997, he worked as iateuin the parish of Nuestra
Sefiora del Carmen for a year. The following yearidok up again his pastoral activity in
the places that had seen the struggles of his yéotin his base as curate in the parish of
St Joseph the Worker in Puerto Gaitan, he visitedpeople of the region of Planas and
Puerto Trujillo. The situation there was completathanged: the Sikuani were
experiencing the process of losing their cultureré were drug traffickers, guerrillas,
paramilitaries and a situation marked by death,lemce and grinding poverty.
He travelled around this area that he knew likepdlen of his hand, making his prophetic
voice heard and choosing always those regionsvibed furthest from God and society.
“There goes the ghost car,” the people said, jokberause his small stature prevented
them from seeing who was driving it! He continuedhwthis missionary activity until
2006, when he became part of the missionary teaRianas. In 2007, he had to travel
several times between Villavicencio and Bogotaeiteive medical treatment. In 2008 he
returned to be a part of the new missionary teasedan La Loma near Puerto Trujillo.
From there, he served the people of Puerto TrujloSiare, Carranguero, El Rincon del
Indio and other small villages.

In 2010, he was appointed as a curate to the pafige Holy Spirit. His health
was very poor, and he experienced some critical emdsn but, like the Phoenix, he rose
up from the ashes of death to continue his missaatwiays with that little wicked smile
that so characterised him. This year, when we tahdek the parish to the Archdiocese
of Villavicencio, he was welcomed into the Commuraf Nazareth (Acacias) as curate in
the parish of the Sacred Heart. In September Hersdfa stroke that left him speechless
and immobile. On Thursday 29 November, he had ttaken from Bogota to Sasaima,
to see his friend Dr. Athom who examined him. BatBogota on the 30th, he had to be
hospitalised as a matter of urgency in the SandR&anic, where he remained in good
hands for various medical examinations. Father Paioncelebrated the Sacrament of the
Sick with him, and on Monday 10 December, he reskithe blessing and the kiss of
peace from Father Provincial. On the Tuesday, whenwas due to leave hospital,
an intestinal haemorrhage prevented his depariimis. worried him: he wanted to walk,
to go out... On the morning of the 12th, his situatreorsened. Immediately he was taken
to the recovery room, but remained there. His hemnich was working at only 20%
capacity, could no longer put up any resistancedide of a heart failure. That is how the
saints die. It is very significant that his deatiturred on the very day of Our Lady of
Guadalupe. At the dawn of the evangelisation ofAherican Indian, Our Lady appeared
in Tepeyac to a little native called Juan Diegoe Spread her veil over the whole of
America, but especially over the indigenous peoplé® Lord decreed that, on the very
feast of his beloved mother, Our Lady of Guadalupsther Ignacio Gonzalez should
leave us to go to meet God, our Father. Surelyisl¢ the gates of Heaven to welcome
her “Nachito” with open arms, accompanied by numsranen and women who,
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throughout Latin America, fought for the poorestoam the poor, the Indians. And no
doubt, he will be welcomed also by so many of thei&i people who lived the Gospel
to the full. Here is a prophet, a missionary, a Mamian, a man of God who knew how to
read the will of God and put it into practice. Peaa his tomb and glory in heaven.

Father Allan WILLIAMSON, S.M.M.

(1923 — 2012)

who died in Trois-Rivieres, QC (Canada), on 16 Dawer 2012,
at the age of 89 with 69 years of Religious Protess

It was with sadness that we learnt this morningD&eember 2012, of the death,
brought about by pneumonia after just a few honrthée Sainte-Marie Hospital in Trois-
Rivieres, of Father Allan Williamson.

He was 89 years old. He made his first vows at rawitiate in Nicolet on 15
August 1943. He was ordained priest in Ottawa Ghtidy Mgr. Alexandre Vachon, on
2 February 1949. Our dear confrere was the nepHetheolate Fr. David Williamson,
s.m.m. Starting in 1949, for a period of six yeduwes taught English in our minor seminary
in Papineauville, then was Prefect of Disciplingéhat same place for 5 years running.

From 1960 to 1965, he acted either as Principagsochaplain or as a teacher at
the Training College of the Daughters of WisdonDworval.

In 1967, he became, for a period of six years,Stiperior of our scholasticate of
St John in Vanier, Ontario. After a year’s re-tragnin France, we find our confrere in the
archdiocese of Ottawa, especially in the fieldadlaChristian education for four years.

After this, for 21 years, our confrere dedicateshdelf to Montfortian missionary
work, either as director of the Mission Procure,agra missionary in Papua for three
years, or as a preacher of mission appeals, ocakadorator at the Procure.

From 1999 onwards, his health not allowing him éot;ue an active apostolate,
he retired to the Shrine in Montreal, then to Netpland finally to the Cénacle Saint-
Pierre in Trois-Riviéres, at Pointe-du-Lac.

Our confrere was of a calm and serene disposilienwas a good sportsman, and
above all a great music-lover, himself playing thegan. His favourite expression
addressed to someone leaving after a conversattbrhin was always: Have courage!

His body will be laid out at the Cénacle Saint-Riesn Wednesday 19 December
2012 from 14:00 until 16:00, then from 12:00 to Mt:the following day before the
funeral in the chapel of the Cénacle Saint-Pidt#eewill be buried in the parish cemetery
of the Visitation in Pointe-du-Lac. May the Blessédgin lead our confrere into the joys
of Eternity!
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FROM THE MONTFORTIAN FAMILY

BROTHERS OF SAINT GABRIEL

January 2012 Age  Profession

14  Br. Joseph Babonneau La Hilliere (France) 86 69

24 Br. Michel Vion La Hilliere (France) 84 64

February 2012

15 Br. Narcisse Bernard La Hilliere (France) 94 77

28 Br. Claude Hyderabad (India) 77 57

28  Br. Louis Peron La Hilliere (France) 90 74

March 2012

05 Br. Thomas of Tolentino Chennai (India) 83 64

15 Br. Albert Selvaray Chennai (India) 66 48

18 Br. Guy Martineau Clermont-Ferrand (France) 78 58

24 Br. Arnaldo Bellucci La Hilliere (France) 85 68

26  Br. Louis-Bernard Pariseau Laval (Canada) 75 54

31  Br. Sylvain Bazin St Laurent (France) 80 61

April 2012

02  Br. Léo-Paul Cossette Laval (Canada) 87 69

May 2012

09 Br. Pierre Guillet La Hilliere (France) 84 65

28  Br. Felix Onésimo Miguel Alegre  La Aguilera -agxda de 84 66
Duero (Spain)

June 2012

07  Br. John De Britto Hyderabad (India) 86 67

July 2012

19 Br. Amos Kandulna Kanke (Inde) 60 36

29  Br. Henri Rozen La Hilliére (France) 89 73

August 2012

05 Br. Roland Bertrand Villejuif (France) 69 50

19 Br. Laurent Le Floc’h La Hilliere (France) 90 37

September 2012

14  Br. Jean Bulteau La Hilliere (France) 82 63
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November 2012

25 Br. Jean-Marie Jan La Hilliere (France) 86 69
December 2012

04  Br. Robert Martel Lanaudiere (Canada) 67 46

DAUGHTERS OF WISDOM

January 2012 Born Profession

09 Sr Régina Daoust Ottawa (Canada) 07-04-1702-02-36
Marie-Hervé de I'Eucharistie

19  Sr Marguerite-Marie Gorrissen St Laurent (France) 04-11-1902-02-41
Marie-Claire du Divin-Coeur

24  Sr Huguette Malissart Oblate de la Sagesse 26-07-12 27-06-47

Marie-Bernard de I'Eucharistie Larnay (France)

February 2012

02  Sr Yvette Savignac Ottawa (Canada) 23-03-1602-02-37
Louise-Marie du Rosaire
05  Sr Mary Hamill Edmonton 14-04-17 02-02-43

Mary Bernard of the Bl Sac.
09 Sr Pauline van de H. Johannes Houthem Valkenburg 25-06-14 02-02-46

Anna Jongen (Netherlands)

20  Srlsolina Maria Valperga (Italy) 10-04-32 02-02-56
Isola Vicentini

23  Sr Aline Piet St Laurent (France) 10-10-2302-02-46
Germaine de la Paix

23  Sr Hilda Landry Ottawa (Canada) 20-04-3102-02-52
Céline-Francoise du Calvaire

26  Sr Ana Dolores Rincon Rincon Bogota (Colombia) 1-08-38 02-08-64

27  Sr Dorothy Reilly New York (USA) 12-12-27 02-08-47
Montfort of Jesus Crucified

March 2012

02  Sr Elvira dellimmacolata Clusone (Italy) 31-03-14 02-08-44
Livia Bettoni

06  Sr Maria Huberta Mertens Houthem —Valkenbourg18-02-19 02-08-39
Maria Huberta (Netherlands)

07  Sr Madeleine Frouin St Laurent (France) 30-06-21 02-08-44
Madeleine de Saint Joseph

14  Sr Monique Chagnon Montreal (Canada) 29-04-15 02-02-36

Monique de I'Eucharistie
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28 Sr Maria Innocentina
Alessandra Maringoni

30 Sr Thérése de St-Francois
Templéreau

April 2012

Clusone (Italy)

St Laurent (France)

27-11-22 02-02-48

03-12-13 02-02-36

16 Sr Germaine Lefort
Henriette-Bernadette

16  Sr Alice Paquin
Alice du Rosaire

18 Sr Berthe Maillet
Bernard du Sacré-Coeur

21  Sr Fernanda degli Angeli
Livia Rossi

29 Sr Blanche Brown
Gertrude de Jésus

30 Sr Gilberte Pelletier
Monique-Madeleine

May 2012

St Laurent (France)
Sound Beach, NY
(USA)

St Laurent (France)
Valperga (Italy)

Ottawa (Canada)

Ottawa (Canada)

02-11-2702-08-50

12-05-20 02-02-52

22-06-2902-08-56

14-06-27 02-08-52

09-09-1802-08-39

30-12-1902-02-45

04  Sr Thérése de I'Enfant Jésus
Jeanne Voisin

05  Sr Maria Luigia dellEucaristia
Emilia Mora

12  Sr Jeanne d’Arc Nicknair
Jean Louis of the Immaculate

17  Sr Teresa Maria di Gesu
Antonia Rota

June 2012

St Laurent (France)
San Remo (ltaly)
Port Jefferson, NY

(USA)
Roncola, BG (Italy)

23-10-2002-08-49

23-02-26 02-02-46

16-07-34 02-02-54

13-06-23 02-02-45

28  Sr Thérese Séguin
Montfort Marie-Louise

Ottawa (Canada)

13-04-1802-08-47

July 2012
02  Sr Marie-Véronique La Chartreuse (France) 12-08-2%2-02-44
Anne Guyon

02  Sr Mary Clare de Montfort
Jean Sanderson

07  Sr Elodie du Sacré-Coeur
Maria Salou

07  Sr Marie-Reine du Sacré-Coeur
Renée Mandon

09 Sr Gabriel de Jésus Hostia
Nelly Perdomo

10  Sr Maria Henrica van Jezus
Hermina Hendrika Lauwrier
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13

18

26

27

28

Sr Eva Roy
Alice de I'Eucharistie

Sr Francoise Jegou
Ambroise du Sacré-Coeur

Sr Alice de Saint Charles
Genevieve Dekeirsschieter

Sr Cecilia Latorre Martinez
Hernando de la Pasion

Sr Maria Lucia di Gesu
Pietra Sineri

August 2012

Ottawa (Canada)

La Chartreuse (France)
St Laurent (France)
Bogota (Colombia)

Clusone (Italy)

11-02-1302-02-31

01-05-192-08-39

10-02-2402-02-47

28-08-28 02-08-49

29-06-17 02-08-39

05

10

10

16

21

21

22

24

Sr Anne-Marie Tastard
Anne-Marie du Rosaire

Sr Madeleine Catteau
Madeleine du Calvaire

Sr Marilyn Lieber
Catherine of the Eucharist

Sr Yvonne Perras
Thomas du Précieux-Sang

Sr Marie-Odile de Jésus
Nicole Beausire

Sr Alain du Rosaire
Jeannie Le Borgne

Sr Cristina Maria
Annunciata Ghirardi

Sr Agnés de la Trinité
Marie-Julienne Lefevre

September 2012

St Laurent (France)

St Laurent (France)
Virginia Beach, VA
(USA)

Ottawa (Canada)

St Laurent (France)

La Chartreuse (France)

Valperga (Italy)

Tournai - Vertefeuille
(Belgium)

24-07-1202-08-42

17-09-2602-08-49

16-03-32 02-08-52

01-07-1302-02-33

13-10-2502-08-49

25-10-1498-09-34

06-05-11 02-02-38

04-03-14 02-08-39

01

04

09

18

Sr Antonietta della Visitazione
Antonietta Uzzi

Sr Maria Parvula
Catharina M. Hubertina Brouns

Sr Flora Maria di Gesu
Margherita Santi

Sr Yvonne Sauvé
Joséphine de la Providence

October 2012

Roma (ltaly)
Wijchen (Netherlands)
Valperga (Italy)

St Laurent (France)

29-09-37 02-02-65

09-06-25 02-02-47

18-05-26 02-08-52

02-01-1502-02-37

02 Sr Ana Teresa Alvarado Villavicencio
Elizabeth de la Santa Familia (Colombia)
14  Sr Emma Maria Clusone (Italy)
Anna Maria Cuoghi
19  Sr Marie-Benjamin de la Sagesse St Laurent (France)
Cécile Cavrois
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24  Sr Marie du Mont Carmel Bonneau (Haiti) 04-05-44 22-08-68
Livie Bonhomme

31 Sr Adrienne de la Sagesse St Laurent (France) 23-06-1208-09-36
Marcelle Chéne

November 2012

08 Sr Johanna Maria Jongen Houthem Vroenhof 27-09-18 02-08-40
Mathia Maria (Netherlands)

15 Sr Marie-Suzanne du Sacré-Cceur St Laurent (France) 08-10-1302-02-35
Suzanne Fougeray

15  Sr Marie-Madeleine de N. D. La Chartreuse (France) 22-07-132-02-55

Madeleine Robin

December 2012

03  Sr Marie-André du Sacré-Coeur St Laurent (France) 08-09-0802-08-49
Francine Manceau

05 Sr Rose-Marie de Jésus-Hostie  Port-au Prince — Ségur 28-11-30 02-08-60
Lysse Bazile (Haiti)

08 Sr Marguerite-Marie de Saint HenriLa Chartreuse (France) 18-06-302-02-56
Juliette Vitour

11  Sr Damien de la Croix St Laurent (France) 23-02-2502-08-50
Paulette Bonningues

12  Sr Marie-Louise de la Ste Face St Laurent (France) 21-01-1008-09-31
Agnés Lecomte

14  Sr Thérese de I'lmmaculée St Laurent (France) 31-10-2002-02-45
Louise Brisseau

17  Sr Marie-Josephe Gourdon St Laurent (France) 07-03-2002-02-47
Cécile de I'Eucharistie

28 Sr Jean de la Providence La Chartreuse (France) 13-04-1®8-09-36
Léonie Premel Cabic

29  Sr Alice Chartrand Ottawa (Canada) 26-01-3302-08-54
Alfred de 'lmmaculée-Conception

30 Sr Madeleine Mailhot Ottawa (Canada) 13-12-1902-02-40
Joseph-Alphonse

30  Sr Suzanne-Marie du Carmel St Laurent (France) 14-03-1902-02-44
Marguerite Dubreuil

31 SrRitaLemire Montréal (Canada) 17-02-2202-02-41

Angéline de Jésus
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« ... | am not ashamed,
for 1 know him in whom 1 have believed
and am confident that he is able
to guard what has been entrusted to me
until that day. »
(2 Tm1,12)

L' Echo Montfortain

Viale dei Monfortani, 65
00135 ROMA ( Tel: +39 06.30.50.203 )
echo.montfortain@gmail.com
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