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A Report on the Inaugural of the Continental Assembly and
Silver Jubilee Celebration in Maria Bhavan, Bengaluru

BENGALURU, India - The opening of the Asia-Oceania Continental Assembly was held on the
6™ of March, 2022 at Maria Bhavan, Bangalore. Along with this event, the silver jubilee of religious
profession of three Montfortian confreres, namely Frs. Francis BULIPE, Reny JOSEPH and Mohan
VINCENT was also celebrated. Around 250 participants attended the remarkable and memorable
event, constituting of the religious from the neighborhood, Montfortian Associates, members and
well-wishers of the jubilarians and the members of the Montfortian family.

The program started at 3:00 pm with a preparatory session for the consecration of the Montfortian
Associates by Fr. Reny, SMM, in which he initiated the meaning of the consecration. Thereafter,
the Montfortian Associates were invited to prayerfully make their consecration. After some
refreshments, a Marian procession was held around the campus of Maria Bhavan, in which the
Rosary was creatively recited and prayed.

The Archbishop of the Archdiocese of Bangalore, Rev. Dr. Peter Machado was welcomed at the
entrance of Maria Bhavan by the Superior of the Vice-Province of India, Fr. Peter MASCARENHAS,
SMM, in the presence of the Provincials of the Daughters of Wisdom and the Brothers of Saint
Gabriel. The Holy Eucharist began at 5 pm, during which everyone was welcomed by Fr. Nashwin,
SMM. At the beginning of the Holy Mass, the lighting of the lamp was done by dignitaries
represented by the Montfortian family along with the Archbishop.
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During the homily, the Archbishop focused his reflection on the readings of the liturgy, reminding
the religious of the importance of the three religious vows of poverty, chastity and obedience and
how they were interconnected with the three temptations of Jesus. He invited the Montfortians
to reflect on the mission and the missionary work and to RISE AND SHINE. He also congratulated
the jubilarians on their memorable years as religious members of the Montfort congregation, and
to be TOTALLY YOURS, TOTUS TUUS. The jubilarians then renewed their commitment to religious
life before the gathering.

After the Eucharistic celebration, the official opening of the Continental Assembly was done by
unveiling the map of the Asia-Oceania continent. A prayer dance from Anugraha children was
performed. Thereafter, Fr. Peter presented the objectives of the Continental Assembly, such as:
to strengthen the fraternal relations within each entity; establishing brotherly relations and
cooperation among entities; to walk together towards the root that unites all these entities; and
to intensify cooperation with many other people, especially with the laity inspired by Fr. de
Montfort.

In his remarks, the Archbishop reminded the Montfortians that if they have to give meaning to
their continental mission, it is necessary to work in communion with other entities, for that would
be the only way to be true witnesses of the Gospel — to SHAKE UP AND WAKE UP. A short cultural
presentation was rendered by the students of St. Joseph'’s Institute of Skills, through the four
different cultural dances of the four nations of the Asia-Oceania continent. It was followed by the
song, RISE AND SHINE, sang and danced by the scholastics.

The felicitations to all the dignitaries and the jubilarians was given by Fr. Prakash, SMM. He
thanked them for their valuable presence, their services to the Church and the congregation.
They were all honored with a shawl, a bouquet and a gift. Fr. Francis, representing the jubilarians,
thanked everyone for their presence, support and encouragement during their years of formation
and service in their mission. He especially thanked the members of the Montfortian family, Maria
Bhavan community and the administration of the Vice-Province for making this day a memorable
one. The celebration ended with a dinner.
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