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From the Desk of the Provincial                                                                           

The Sub-continent has witnessed un-repairable damage due to natural calamities - floods. The damage of 2018 is yet to be 

restored and the country has once again undergone disastrous damage. According to 26 Aug 2019, a total of 1,326 people are 
dead following Monsoon-related incidents across 14 States. 265 people in Maharashtra, 175 people in West Bengal, 174 in 
Kerala, 130 in Biha, 107 in Gujarat, 104 in Karnataka, 98 in Madhya Pradesh, 94 in Assam, 58 in Uttarakhand, 50 in Rajasthan, 

49 in Himachal Pradesh, 12 in Punjab, and 10 in Odisha. 

The State Governments appealed to the Centre for relief funds. Some of the States received a lot and others nothing. Overall, 
some measures have been taken up. Centre and State released Funds up to 6,900 Crores: NDRF (National Disaster Response 
Fund) 3,778 Crores, SDRF (State Disaster Response Fund) 3,134 Crores. 

"Nature is ever at work building and pulling down, creating and destroying, keeping everything whirling and flowing, allowing 
no rest but in rhythmical motion, chasing everything in endless song out of one beautiful form into another". These are the 
beautiful words of John Muir on the ecological balance of the earth. We need to learn to accept what God has given to us 

through creation. For creation reveals the nature of God (Rom 1: 20). It is through creation we learn about God and uphold His 
greatness and promote the same in the world. "Nature is the source of all true knowledge. She has her own logic, her own laws, 
she has no effect without cause or invention without necessity," says Leonardo da Vinci. We often go against nature and the 
natural way of true knowledge as we would love to find shortcuts and easy ways to anything in the world and the creation. 

The reason for natural disasters in the very creation, could we think of other than global warming? Could we find the reason 
for global warming? The weather is changing, the seasons are evolving, and the extreme condition is all over. "Every particular 
in nature, a leaf, a drop, a crystal, a moment of time is related to the whole, and partakes of the perfection of the whole", says 

Ralph Waldo Emerson. All these disasters happen due to changes and disturbances in the human heart. It is all centered on the 
self. It is all due to a lack of contentment in human beings. Wo/man is not satisfied with simplicity, with a minimum. When 

wo/man looks for more than what is needed, values are at stake. The competition to make fast money leads the wo/man to go 
against nature and ill-treat the earth and its creation. And thereby invite nature to work against us. 

God made the heavens and the earth and it was good (Gen 1:1-31). How are we to respond to this issue receiving from God the 
very creation? Wo/men are commanded to care for God's creation (Gen 2:15). If we are willing to participate in caring for 

oneself, others and mother earth then there is a way for the future. I am inspired to read this:" Don't cry over the past, it's gone. 
Don't stress about the future, it hasn't arrived. Live in the present and make it beautiful."  Let us receive with gratitude what 
comes through nature and creation for it is the gift of God (Gen 1: 27-28). Let us respect the best of creation-wo/man for s/he is 
the image and likeness of God (Gen 1: 26). Let us receive the best of this gift, God- Man for through Him we are made the 
children of God (Gal 3: 26). 

Fr. J. Joseph SMM 
Provincial 
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Half-Day Marian Seminar 

On the 25th of August 2019, there was a seminar 

on “Blessed Virgin Mary and Ecumenism,” which 

was arranged by Rev Fr. Peter Mascarenhas who is 

the director of Marian Centre in Maria Bhavan. The 

resource person for the seminar was Rev. Fr. 

Gilbert Arahana from Mysore Diocese. For this 

seminar, there were many priests, sisters, brothers 

from various congregations and institutions and 

also there were many Montfortian lay associates 

who took an effective part in it. 

The program began with the Holy Eucharist 

celebrated by Fr. Gilbert himself. The participants who attended the seminar were immensely 

happy and felt the seminar as a great opportunity to reflect and live the spirit of Mary, Mother of 

the Lord. On behalf of the Indian Vice-Province, we acknowledge the hard work and effort of Fr. 

Peter Mascarenhas, the staff and Maria Bhavan Community who has worked hard for the success 

of this seminar and we wish the all the very best for the upcoming programs. 

Independence Day Celebration in Morning Star School, Shanti Nagar 

On 15th August 2019 we had an Independence Day celebration in the 

Morning Star U.P school, Shantinagar. Frs. Dominic and Kiran with the 

help of the staff organized the 

celebrations in a colorful way and the 

local police department took part on this 
occasion. The children actively took part 

in the cultural programs and we thank 

the staff and the community who has 
made the day creative and meaningful. 

  

Confreres and their Mission in India 

1. St. Antony’s Church, Agrahara 

On 4th of August 2019, Fr. Jesuraj SMM celebrated the event of Agrahara 

being elevated as the new parish for the third consecutive years. On this 

occasion Fr. Jesuraj invited SMM Priests from Bangalore to celebrate the 
day. Fr. Jesuraj has worked tirelessly to bring up the parish with lot of 

activities with active involvement of the laity. We wish him all the best for 
his future works. 

  



 
 

2. New CRI President in Kurnool Diocese 

Fr. Vara Prasad SMM who is the Parish Priest 

of 

Bethamcherla, 

Kurnool 
diocese has 

taken new 

initiatives to 

reorganize the 

Groups of 

Legion of 

Mary in 

Bethamcherla 

Parish and 
also in the Diocese of Kurnool. We appreciate 

and encourage the new initiative to inculcate 
in the Lay faithful the true spirit of our 

founder de Montfort to live the spirit of Mary. 

Presently Fr. Vara Prasad is been elected as 

the new CRI (Conference of Religious India) 

President in Kurnool Diocese and we wish 

him all the best for his new responsibility 

and endeavours. 

3. Diocese of Dindigul 

Fr. 

Sebastian 
SMM who 

is the 

parish 

priest of 

Perumal  

Kovil 

Patti, 

Dindigul has been living for past six years 

under the staircase following the footsteps of 

our founder St. Montfort. The Diocese has 

helped him to purchase a piece of plot near 

the church campus and now providentially 

he is being helped by some agencies and 

donors to build a new presbytery. With our 

prayers and cooperation, we support him to 

complete his new initiative. 

4. Diocese of Chikmagaluru 

Fr. John Baptist SMM who is the parish priest 

of Holanarasipura, Hassan with the help of 

the Government projects, he is building a 

church for his faithful. With our prayerful 

support, we encourage him to complete the 

church construction and build the faith of the 

people. 

Maria Bhavan: 

We have had a lot of 

problems because of 
the Old Survey 

Number of Maria 
Bhavan land. We 

worked on the new 

survey number with 

the help of 

Dharmaram College 

and presently we 

have a new survey 

number to this property. As a result, we are 
now eligible to get Katha of the newly 

registered one acre of land which was a 

requirement for proceeding towards plan 

sanctioning of Maria Bhavan newly proposed 

PG block. We hope for a new beginning 

towards this project. We request your 

support and prayers. 

Land Tax for Montfort Farm: 

Land tax to 

Montfort farm is 

paid after a 

year’s 

discernment. 

Hereafter, we 
have the facility to 

pay the Land Tax online. At present, Montfort 



 
 

farmland comes under the jurisdiction of 

Mysore City Corporation and it is not 

anymore under village panchayat. The court 
verdict on Denotification, we are expected to 

get in two months’ time. We are in contact 

with the officials on this matter. 

 

Foreign Trips 

Fr. Kiran: He is preparing himself for the 

mission commission meeting to be held in 

Rome. We wish him all the best. 

Fr. Shibi: His invitation letter has arrived, 

and paperwork is getting ready towards 
realizing Canada mission. He is expected to 

be there in Canada in the month of 

September. We hope for the smooth progress 

of his visa and the process is on. 

Studies 

Fr. Prem and Judis 

are steadily getting 
accustomed to their 

studies and 

presently they are 

striving hard to 

learn the Italian 

language to take up their studies as soon as 
possible. We wish them all the best. 

Fr. Aswani Kumar has also successfully 

begun his Formative Course on Psychology at 

Sampurna Montfort College in Bangalore. He 

is accommodated there in the college and he 

will be a community member in Adarsh 

Bhavan. 

Pilgrimage to European Countries 

The following confreres are going for their 

international pilgrimage. Their expenses will 

be taken care of either by sponsors or by 

their family members. We wish them all the 

best for their pilgrimage. 

1. Peter Mascarenhas  

2. Amalraj Madhivanan 

3. Jeson Antony 

Confreres from Abroad 

1. Fr. Anand Babu 

2. Fr. Francis Xavier 

3. Fr. Jeevan 

4. Fr. Richard 

5. Fr. Alex 

6. Fr. Rayappa Joseph 

The above-mentioned confreres came home 

for their holidays and also spent their 

valuable time by visiting some of our 

communities and sharing their life 

experience with the confreres. 

Upcoming Events 

1. Yuva Milana 2019: Last year newly 

introduced Yuva-Milana (the Inter-

Community Students Gathering) was 

organized in Guru Mandir and it was well 

organized and turned out to be a successful 

initiative to motivate the young seminarians 

on our congregation. This year too the 

Provincial and the council are keen on 

organizing it in the coming months. The 

details will be given later. 

2. There will be Formators meeting on 3-4th 

September in Gurumandir, Mysore. All the 

formators are expected to part take in it. The 

main purpose of the meeting is to discuss the 

new formation program and how it could be 

implemented in the formation houses. The 

formators are expected to make an overall 

evaluation of the purpose and objectives of 

the regional study houses.



 
 

 

3. Annual Retreat (Oct-Nov): This year our 

Confreres will have their Annual retreat in at 

the end of October and beginning of 

November. We are arranging the place and 

the Resource person. It will be organized into 

two groups. We will shortly announce the 

details of the place and the resource person. 

1st Batch – 28th Oct to 1st Nov 

2nd Batch -4th to 8th Nov 

Kindly mark your dates according to your 

convenient time. 

Health Updates 

1. Antony Pereira: He was admitted to 

St. John’s Hospital for his treatment and he 

was in observation before he could start his 

Dialysis. He underwent a small surgery 

(fistula) in view of continuing dialysis. He 

was discharged on the 24th of August and he 

is in medication. He is continuing his dialysis 

and is getting better. We keep him in our 

valuable prayers. 

2. Fr. Alphonse Walder: There is an 

improvement in his health. The size of the 

Tracheostomy has been reduced. If there are 

improvement and healing, towards the end 

of the month he is he is expected to go back 

for further follow-up. 

3. Fr. K. J. Michael:  He shows much 

improvement. The daily injection has been 

stopped as it is not required anymore. He has 

to continue with a few more tablets until the 

end of August. He’s able to celebrate the daily 

mass privately and presently we are trying to 

renovate his room for his better comfort. 

 

Obituary 

Late Fr. Divyanathan 

We recollect Fr. Divyam who passed away on 

11th June 2019 in Sira, Tumkur. Emeritus 

Bishop Dr. Bernard Moras celebrated the 

requiem mass in the parish where he was 

appointed. The following day the funeral 

mass was organized in Guru Mandir to pay 
him last homage. The main celebrants were 

Rev. Dr. K. A. William (Bishop of Mysore), 
Rev. Dr. Thomas Vazhapally (Emeritus 

Bishop of Mysore), Rev. Dr. Peter Machado 

(Archbishop of Bangalore) and his final rites 

were in his hometown, Otturdotti, in the 

same evening.  

Late Mr. Swaminathan 

Fr. Alexander’s Father passed away on 29th 

July at 8:30 am in Gengapattu, 
Thiruvannamalai and the funeral service was 

on the following day. Some of our confreres 

took part in the service to console the 



 
 

bereaved family and to show the ardent 

support towards Fr. Alex and his family 

members. On the 18th of August, there was a 
memorial service organized in his parish 

where some of our confreres attended the 

ceremony to strengthen Fr. Alex and his 

family members.  

May God grant them eternal rest and we 

continue to keep them in our prayers. 

 

Gently Reminders from Provincial to the Confreres and to the Community 

 Prayers for the Province’ Intentions 

 Mass records be in the community be maintained. 

 Inventories to be updated 

 Monthly staff meetings and minutes are to be recorded. 

 By monthly recollections be organized by the respective superiors. 

 Contributions towards the Province are to be given by the community and by the 

individual confreres. 

Communication: New Provincial Email ID 

In our previous communications we had informed about the New Email ID for the provincial 

administration.  

The old one (smmprovincial@montfortindia.com) ceased to exist from 1st September and the 

new one (smmprovincial@montfort-india.com) will replace the existing one. The difference 

between the old and the new is only a HYPHEN (-) between Montfort and India. Kindly contact 

the provincial from 1st of September through the new email ID. 

We faced BSNL tower issues in Provincial House last few weeks. As a result, many confreres had 

problem to communicate.  In case of emergency (only) you can contact provincial with an Airtel 

Mob No – 914891248

                                  Birthdays of the Month 

September 

Fr. Selva Kumar – 01 

Fr. Alexander – 02 

Fr. Michael Sahayaraj- 19  

Fr. Lawrence-20 

Fr. Sebastian- 25 

Fr. Judis Valan – 28 
Fr. Philip Arokiaraj – 29 

October 

Fr. Richard – 07 

Fr. Robert Perianayagam – 13 

Fr. Mohan – 20 

Fr. Anthony Pereira – 24 

Fr. Alphonse – 30 

 

We wish everyone a very happy feast of  

The Nativity of Blessed Virgin Mary!! 
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