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Psalm 118 (119):1 -2,4-5,17-18,33 -34 
 

They are happy whose life is blameless, 

who follow Godôs law! 

They are happy who do his will, 

seeking him with all their hearts. 

They are happy who follow Godôs law! 

 

You have laid down your precepts 

to be obeyed with care. 

May my footsteps be firm 

to obey your statutes. 

They are happy who follow Godôs law! 

 

Bless your servant and I shall live 

and obey your word. 

Open my eyes that I may see 

the wonders of your law. 

They are happy who follow Godôs law! 

 

Teach me the demands of your statutes 

and I will keep them to the end. 

Train me to observe your law, 

to keep it with my heart. 

They are happy who follow Godôs law! 

«Open my eyes that I may see  

the wonders of your law»  
 

by  Pier rette MAIGNÉ  
 

Psalm 118 is offered to us by the liturgy on the 6th Sunday of Ordinary Time (February 16, 2020). 

 

This psalm of which we have only a very small part is the longest of the Psalter since it has 22 stanzas as 

many as letters in the Hebrew Alphabet and each line of a stanza begins with the same letter in order of 

the alphabet. 

 

This psalm is a Psalm of Alliance, it is the song of a "lover" of God who never ceases to proclaim in all 

tones his love of the law of the Lord and his desire to live and be there loyal. 
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For this he uses a vocabulary around the word "law": your 

requirements, your precepts, your judgments, your 

commandments, your decisions ... because the Law is 

inseparable from the Covenant, this covenant that God 

offers to his people. The law is a gift, the gift of revelation, it 

has nothing of a legal code but it teaches the way to go to 

God, that is why it is the cause of joy and object of love. It's 

a rule of life: « See, I have today set before you life and 

good, death and evil. If you obey the commandments of the 

LORD, your God, which I am giving you today, loving the 

LORD, your God, and walking in his ways, and keeping his 

commandments, statutes and ordinances, you will live » 

(Deut. 30.15-16). 

 

This Psalm begins with a beatitude: "happy", yes God 

offers us a way of happiness, Jesus will do the same with 

the Sermon on the Mountain. It is because I love that I 

listen, that I obey wholeheartedly. Jesus, too, will link 

obedience and love: « if you love me, you will keep my 

commandments » (Jn. 14.15). 

 

Open my eyes that I may see the wonders of Your Law. 

 

The term ñwonderò evokes light, in the will of God there is 

expressed a luminous intention: his ardent desire for 

communion. When our eyes open they see light points 

coming on, so many signals that attract us and make us 

discover that what God asks is good and beautiful because 

it is a path of life and happiness. 

Teach me the demands of Your Statutes 

and I will keep them to the end. 

 

What the psalmist expresses is an 

unconditional availability to God's orders. 

The precepts, the Will of God are so 

much the expression of His love that 

being able to keep them is already in itself 

a happiness; to conform one's life to it is 

to live this communion of love with God. 

 

Train me to observe Your Law, to keep it 

with my heart. 

 

God must give us the intelligence of the 

heart because it is not a legalistic attitude 

but an attitude of love, the attitude full of 

humility of the one who seeks to please 

the loved one and that fills him. 

 

« Jesus is my love 

Jesus is my wealth 

And night and day 

I keep repeating: 

Love » 

(Hymn 54 of St. Louis Marie 

Grignion de Montfort. ʉ  
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A Solid Pyramid:  

Wisdom in Saint Louis -Marie 

Grignion de Montfort  
 

by Marcel Chapeleau, Brother of St. Gabriel  

1. The Originality of Montfort: a Man with Spirituality rooted in the 

Charism of Wisdom . 

 

How did I know Montfort, this missionary ordained priest in 1700 and who lived in the Western part of 

France? It was from the age of 18 that I wanted to deepen the Montfort Spirituality during my formation 

at the Novitiate. I decided to get to know his life and his writings better when I heard members of the 

Focolare Movement quoted him several times in a meeting in 1964. I said to myself: "How can Chiara 

Lubich and laypeople give her so much importance? " 

 

And in 1998, one beautiful day, 14 years after my arrival in Mauritius, Mgr Maurice E. Piat, Bishop of 

Port-Louis asked me to write a book on the "Preparation for Consecration to Jesus Christ through the 

hands of Mary according to Grignion de Montfortò. He wanted an Introduction that presented Montfort's 

message and the meaning of "Consecration to Jesus through Mary". As he was a Spiritan 

(Congregation of the Holy Spirit), he knew Montfort. 

 

This Testimony has three parts: 

 

1. The Originality of Montfort is to be 

a man with Spirituality rooted in the 

Charism of Wisdom. 

 

2. A Definition and a Representation 

of the Montfortian Charism. 

 

3. The Foundation of the Institute of 

the Brothers of Saint Gabriel in 

creative fidelity to the Charism of the 

Origins. 
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The bishop wanted to inaugurate the First Edition before the 

Representatives of all the Religious Congregations. It was the 

day of a solar eclipse in Europe (August 11). I remember saying 

this: "The moon can eclipse the sun, but Mary when she is near 

the Sun who is Christ, she does not eclipse Him, she shows 

Him."  

 

And Montfort even uses an image to say that Mary is the" 

Paradise of God ", that contains the "Sun", Light of the world. 

 

A former Superior General of my Congregation, Bro. Jean 

Bulteau, told me that the Montfort Charism is two-fold, one part 

being spiritual and the other being institutional and practical. 

And I find the same thing in Don Bosco, so evident in these two 

Founders. 

 

Montfort is at the origin of three Congregations: the Daughters 

of Wisdom, the Missionaries of the Company of Mary (Montfort 

Fathers and Brothers), part of which become precisely the 

Brothers of Saint-Gabriel in 1835 in St-Laurent-sur- Sèvre in 

Vendée. And more and more, lay partners are attracted by the 

Montfort Charism that he himself called his "Associates". 

 

Groups and Movements are inspired by his charism. Among 

these groups or communities, we can mention: the Foyers de 

Charité (in France), the Legion of Mary (in Ireland), the 

Neocatechumenal Way and the Schönstatt Work (in Germany).  

As for the Focolari, the founder, 

Chiara Lubich, says that "Grignion 

de Montfort made me discover the 

central place of the Cross'' and cited 

him above all in her interventions on 

the thought of the saints on Mary : 

« When the Holy Spiritéfinds Mary 

in a soul, he hastens there and 

enters fully into it » (TD 36. Cf. p. 

208, in "Thought and Spirituality", 

Chiara Lubich, Nouvelle Cité, 2003). 

 

The dynamics that go from óLove 

of Eternal Wisdomô to óTreatise on 

True Devotionô: In the book 

"Preparation for Consecration to 

Jesus Christ through the Hands of 

Mary" published in 1999, I wrote 

that the "Treatise on the Love of 

Eternal Wisdom" was a key book by 

Montfort. Besides, Father H. Huré, 

s.m.m., says that "The Love of 

Eternal Wisdom" is a capital book 

because it gives "a more exact and 

more comprehensive idea of 

devotion to Mary". 

 

Father François-Marie Léthel,OCD, 

for his part, shows the dynamics of 

Montfortôs work which culminates in 

the ñTreatise on True Devotionò. He 

writes: 
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Lay Associates around the world. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

"Masterpiece of Saint Louis-Marie de Montfort, the Treatise on True Devotion is the final 

synthesis of his previous works, especially his first treatise on the Love of Eternal Wisdom. (...) 

The final point being the Consecration to Jesus through Mary." 

 

ñThis same reality, lived, taught and deepened by its author, is synthesized in a whole new 

way in his Treatise on True Devotion. Through Mary, with Mary, and especially in Mary, it is 

the whole Mystery of Christ and of the Church which is contemplated in its fundamental 

Trinitarian dimension, in the great perspectives of creation and the history of salvation. 'Jesus 

living and reigning in Mary' is the Incarnate Word, Head of the Mystical Body, He is the 

"Redeemer of Mankind, center of the Cosmos and of History" ... (cf. the first words of the 

Letter Redemptor Hominis of John Paul II in 1979) ... In her smallness of simple creature in 

her soul and in her body, Mary really welcomed and contained óthe One that the heavens 

cannot containô" (in Le Père de Montfort, folie et sagesse. p. 79. Médiaspaul, 2017). 
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Father Léthel worked for Pope 

John Paul II during his lifetime 

and for the file of his beatification. 

In colorful language, he said: the 

two saints who inspired John Paul 

II every day were first Montfort, 

and then Saint Teresa of the Child 

Jesus, declared doctor of the 

Church, the only one declared, 

during his pontificate. 

 

The ñTreatise on True Devotion to 

Maryò, composed in 1712, is 

translated into thirty languages. 

The book was discovered in 1842. 

As Montfort had announced, its 

manuscript remained hidden " in 

the darkness and silence of a 

chest" (TD 114). Saints 

sometimes treat advertising and 

forecasts with humor! A book that 

appears 130 years after being 

written. Incredible but true ! John 

Paul II once spoke to André 

Frossard of the ñTreatise on True 

Devotion to Maryò. Here is this 

exceptional testimony that 

comes from the personal 

experience of this Pope: 

 

"The reading of that book has marked a decisive turning point in 

my life. I said turning point, although it is a long inner journey that 

coincided with my clandestine preparation for the priesthood. At 

that very moment I kept in my hands this very singular treatise, 

one of those books that are not enough to read. I remember 

having brought it with me for a long time, even in the soda 

factory, so much that its pretty cover was stained with lime. I kept 

coming back over and over on certain passages. I quickly 

realized that this was something fundamental. Whereas before, I 

feared that Marian devotion would mask Christ instead of giving 

way to him. I understood from the Treatise of Grignion de 

Montfort that it was really quite different. Our inner relationship to 

the Mother of God is organically the result of our connection to 

the mystery of Christ. So there is no question that one prevents 

us from seeing the other. On the contrary: ñtrue devotionò to the 

Blessed Virgin is revealed more and more precisely to those who 

advance in the mystery of Christ, the Incarnate Word, and in the 

Trinitarian mystery of salvation which has this mystery as its 

center ... true knowledge and the confident abandonment in the 

hands of Mary grow with our knowledge of Christ and our 

confident abandonment in his person. The more my inner life was 

centered on the reality of Redemption, the more abandonment to 

Mary, in the spirit of Saint Louis Grignion de Montfort, appeared 

to me as the best way to participate with fruit and efficiency in 

this reality for draw from it and share with others the 

inexpressible richesò (Nôayez pas peur. p. 184-186). 

 

The originality of Montfort. The man with spirituality 

rooted in the charism of Wisdom. I would like to express 

how I better discovered his originality. As I do not write to 

establish a thesis, I will simplify as much as possible because 

my intention is to present my progressive discovery of the 

charism of Montfort. The word that brings together all the 

richness of his charisma is WISDOM. Wisdom not seen as a 

doctrine but as a Word that creates Life, by being Light and 

Gift coming from above to return there. 

 

Montfort looked for what should be his own mission. Aged 30, 

he went to Rome on foot in June 1706 to meet the Pope, who 

confirmed him in his mission in France by naming him 

"Apostolic Missionary". 
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Having been called to the priesthood, 

Montfort did not keep for himself his 

own discoveries of his journey.  

 

He transmitted the values contained in the 

faith by renewing its fervour in a popular 

way. He knew how to be eloquent in his 

preaching by attracting crowds. Montfort 

had a missionary charism adapted to his 

time.  

 

During his missions, he recalled the most 

important of faith. He carried out 

processions in which the Holy Sacrament 

and the Bible were carried. He was 

renewing the promises of baptism. He had 

composed multiple hymns which he sang. 

He had crosses planted at the end of the 

mission, restored statues and churches. He 

spoke of the practices of devotion to Jesus 

through Mary. He had obvious inspiration. 

 

His motto óGOD ALONEô roots his 

spirituality in God. Educating with Wisdom, 

he did so in his work "The Love of Eternal 

Wisdom" and through the testimony of his 

life. And since he received this Wisdom, I 

still admire some of his formulas; I will only 

quote one: "Wisdom is for humanity, and 

humanity is for Wisdom" (LEW 64). 

 

The charism of Montfort has, as central 

value, the Wisdom contained in Jesus, in 

the Incarnation, in his life, in the revelation 

of his Word, in the Cross for the glory of 

God. The METHOD he offered, he has 

summarized in four ways to obtain 

Divine Wisdom. Devotion to Mary is the 

4th means proposed by him. The first three 

are desire, prayer and mortification. Above 

all, he recognizes that his method stems 

from his love and zeal for making known 

Eternal Wisdom (cf. LEW 2). 

Life is a journey. In this journey, the faithful are invited to 

let themselves be guided by God. Montfort gives 

importance to devotion to Mary by explaining her 

maternal role in the line of "Do whatever He tells you". It 

is acting for God that matters; and by compressing the 

formulas given by Montfort, this is: to act through, with, in 

and for Mary, in order to act more perfectly through, with, 

in and for Jesus. (cf. TD 257). 

 

And we see in her a model, because in the journey of life, 

she is an example of faith. Throughout her earthly life, 

Mary ñaccomplished her pilgrimage in faithò. Vatican II 

insisted on this aspect. "Mary shines as a sign of true 

hope and comfort for the pilgrim people of God" (LG 58 

and 68). 

 

2. A Definition and a Representation of the Montfortian 

Charism. 

Ÿ March 2020 Edition  ʉ

ñòThe word that brin gs together all the 

richness of his charisma is WISDOM. Wisdom 

not seen as a doctrine but as a Word that 

creates Life, by being Light and Gift coming 

from above to return there .  
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"I DO SIMPLE THINGS  

BUT WITH A GREAT LOVE 

IN MY HEARTó 

 

INTERVIEW WITH  

BROTHER DÉSIRÉ, SMM  
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Brother Désiré (52) is the oldest member of the General House Community in Rome! 

He knows three different Father Generals here: Father Bill, Father Santino and now 

Father Luizinho. For the moment, he is still there. His life is like the manifestation of 

availability, joy, generosity and speed. To know him is to know the dynamic expression 

of a missionary brother dedicated to the mission, understood above all as witnessing 

the Good News!  

 

In reading the interview with him, it would be good to think about what "Montfortian 

Today" says about the missionary brothers: "Nothing can take the place of the 

contribution made by our brothers to the missionary endeavour.  The witness of their 

evangelical life, their professional skills, and participation in more direct pastoral 

ministry are a most effective contribution to the material and spiritual building up of the 

local Churches. The missionaries should be very careful to promote and support 

religious and priestly vocations" (Constitution. 66, Statutes 12). 

Q. Could you tell me about your family, remembering your full 

name, place and date of your birth, when you made the first 

vows and the perpetual vows? 

 

A. Thank you, Father. I am Brother Désiré. My full name is 

Rakotonandrasana Jean Désiré. I was born in Madagascar in the 

region of Betsileo Ambositra, the first of 12 children. It was my 

father, who died in 2016, who wanted to give me this name. 

Rakotonandrasana is the combination of two names. Rakoto 

indicates that I am a boy, Nandrasana because my parents wanted 

the first child to be a boy. And since I was born well, they added 

Jean Désire to my name to complete the story. 

 

In 1984, I entered the Diocesan Seminary of Fianarantsoa. But 

after three years of training, I returned to my family because I felt 

that my vocation was not to become a priest but to be a religious 

brother. In 1993, after training at the seminary for adult vocations, I 

joined the Congregation of the Montfort Missionaries. I made my 

first vows in 1998, with 3 confreres candidates for the priesthood 

and 2, including myself, for religious life as a brother.  

My first mission was to take care of manual labor in the Formation 

House. In 2003, I made my Perpetual profession with a Daughter 

of Wisdom and a Brother of Saint Gabriel on the occasion of the 

celebration of the Third Centenary of the foundation of the 

Daughters of Wisdom. 

 

« » 
When my father finished 

this nice speech, I shouted: 

VIVE LES FRÈRES!!, 

meaning LONG LIVE THE 

BROTHERS !!  
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Q. How long have you been working here at the Generalate? How did you feel when you knew to 

be the first Malagasy Brother sent on a mission abroad? 

 

A. I arrived at the Generalate on February 28, 2004. A few months after Perpetual Profession, I received 

the Obedience from Father General at the time, Father Bill Considine. It gave me time to reflect and 

prepare for the VISA. And here I am in Rome. My family did not show any difficulties with my separation, 

much better they gave me the blessing. I was very encouraged by the words of my father who said: "I 

read the history of your Congregation and I discovered that the first collaborator of the Founder was a 

brother named Mathurin and again the first Malagasy Montfortian was a brother named Jean 

RALAISOLO. I am happy that my son is the first Malagasy missionary brother to leave his own 

homeland. And maybe the first saint after the founder will also be a brother ò. When my father finished 

this nice speech, I shouted: VIVE LES FRÈRES!!, meaning LONG LIVE THE BROTHERS !! 

 
 

Q. What is your job or your mission at the Generalate? 

 

A. My job is not well defined. But I'm here for a service that I really like: cooking, 

shopping for food, accompanying and picking up Confreres at Fiumicino Airport, 

accompanying our guests to visit the city of Rome and others, garden care ... A 

profession for which no particular intelligence is necessary, but only the heart with 

love. 
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Q. What has encouraged you to continue to this day? 

 

A. The thing that has encouraged me so far has been the beauty of our community life. I also see that my 

presence as a brother is very useful to others. 

 

 

Q. You are the President of the Malagasy Priests and Religious in Rome. Why did these people 

choose you? How long will this mission last? What is your job as president? Do you have a team 

that collaborates with you in the animation of the group? How many people from Madagascar are 

there in Rome...how many Religious Men and Women, Diocesan Priests, Lay people ... What are 

the activities of the Malagasy Community here? Where do you meet? What are your challenges in 

accomplishing this task? 

 

A. The Malagasy Priests and Religious in Rome chose me as President, but it is a special thing for me. 

They have wanted me to assume this responsibility for a long time, but I have always found a way to 

escape it. But this time, they ñtrappedò me and I couldn't say no, in agreement with my community. I still 

don't understand why they chose me, but it made me think about my vocation: why the Lord chose me ... I 

only understood then that they had elected me because they needed me for 2 years. There are 4 of us: I 

am the President, an Ursuline Sister is Treasurer, an OMI Father is Vice-President and a Marist Brother is 

Secretary. We work together to form a real communion to organize and unite Religious and Laity. It is not 

easy because we are scattered across different Communities. We, Religious, offer our collaboration with 

the laity and bear witness to them every Second Sunday of the month, offering ourselves for liturgical 

animation. 

 

 

 


