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Biblicakinsightsits

Psalm 107(118):2-4,22-27
Ref: Give thankstorthel Lorddon he iscgood;for:hi
love hasno-end.

Let thesons of:Israel say:
Wik Avdahafn2e@S KFa y2 SyR®C
Let the:sons of Aaron:say:
Wk Avdhadfn2:0S KIFa y2 SyR®(
Let those who fear'thecl.ord say:

Wk Avdhaf20SRKF a4 y2 SyR®(

By Pierrette IMAIGNE

The: stoneavhibhdhe buildeisdejectedected
has beceamesthe €omeistonemne.

Thisiis thewwork of thecl-ord,

a marvel inour-eyes.

Thisday.was made by:theLord,;

We rejoice-and are/gla®

O LLord zgrant us-salvation;

O LLordgrant success.

Blessed:in'the name’ of the Lord

is hewho-comes.

We bless yourfrom thechouse ofthertord;
the LordGod:is ourilighR

His lecovelkagdNenEh




This psalmsis-an invitation to.give:thanks for the
LoveofiGod.:lsrael, theohouse/of Aaron;those W
fear the l.ord; that:is.to:say-believers-are invited
recognize the LovefofGod, this/love which is
forever and-ever.

This psalm; ofvhich wethave only a-very-small
part, is;alsopart ofithe Easter:Vigil Liturgy; that ¢
Easter Day: It is also part of the-Sunday Psalms
the Liturgy-ofithe-Hours, so it is’a:Paschal psaln
one could:say a-psalm ofresurrection.

Theonewe: arelinvited to-celebrateis-the Lord, 4
word whichitranslates/the@npronounceable name
of Godrrevealedto/Moses, this:Name' of Mercy g
here iis-alsa'the link with-the: liturgy of this day:
Sunday-of Mercy.

The Lord«s/the one who saves us; the ane who
defends us;the one inwhomedwe can trust;:itis th
experience of sabtion that the psalmistinvites-ug
to share. Whenever Israel came close to
annihilation, God raised itrupy Witnessing:the
"works of God" is'the calling ofi Israel This!is als
our mission!

Jesus: applied this:psalm torconclude the-parabld
the "homicidalwinegrowers" (Mt21,42;/Mk 12,
10; Lk’20, 17), the stone rejected by:the |builders
is He!

Yes, Jesus isiindeed-the-one:who-saves us:by H
death and resurrection. Easter:isia,day of
celebration,-a‘day 'of victory, and-we will not.havs
too muchpaschal time-torpraisetherLotd,give
Him thanks because it is every day that-He-save
us, yesttisfor everyonewe saluterHim; cheer H
on, share-ourjoy:Hallelujah; Praise theLerd




Hymn 135 of Father

de Montfort: HYMN
ON THE LOVE OF
GOD.

How sweet to sing both night a
The canticle of fair love!

O my Jesus, my love, | love yo
| want to love nothing but you,
No one really knows what joy

It is to love you, my Savior.

Christians, | love Jesus, say th
Taste how sweet [Broeg.




Montfarti

an Family

The Fountation of the Institute of

the Brothers of Samidsalite|
In Creativé Fidelity te theCharism: of theOrig

ByMarcel ChapeleaBrother ofSt Gabriel

Throughthistory  foundation,
refoundation andturbulenceithen
cruisingsspeed

| would mow!like to: show how fidelity: to a
charismccan be puttoithe:-test of:history. This
was also the case for the charismrof Francis
Assisi! Let'scsee for Montfort, With the
collaborationcof-Bro: Bernard Gugn, Br
Gérard Dupont summarized Montfort's
activitiesforschools from 1714 to'1715 as
follows:

"Between thedifferent:missions in the: parishes of the regior|
Montfort took care of-organizing the schools forboys!and gi
wanted by the Bishop ‘of La- Ratle. The latter offered'the
premises; Montfort to repair'them; arrange themt:became
an architect,-entrepreneur,.construction sitex-manager. He
ordered the workers) bought the materials; controlled the
@ FoNR 2 idzén ek OKIANS B S YIS yall & @o2lfygR T
boysopened:its doors-around October1714: The absolute
principle of free-education had to-be respected by all
imperatively,-especially by the masters-and even the wealth
parents, incorder to create no distinction: between-the-poor
and the other.

For masters, I"he'chosefaw young;peoplewho had put
themselves under his leadership..cand wanted them:to be
dressed in:black; at least in-cassock; ta inspireaespect:" Ev
day, 'hevisited classes; completed the training-of teachers,
took carecof-everythingiin-details: thelmission:of students,
the arrangement.of benches inanmamphitheater; thetmethoc
of mutual education recommended at that:time; timetables,
good order, rewards and:sanctions,cand especiallycatechis
and prayersywith: a priest who: celebrated:Mass and assure(
the Confessions;-and until thetreturn of-the children to their
parents.




fi”"oAndt ‘h.e FudA ‘Clsat 42OC |
Sce hoo ofbrRoyd openedrits /¢
doors:around-October1714: /14

The effects of suchranattentive education-were soo
felt: these'hoisterous and rude childrenbecame poli
and attentive: to: the dess@and-advice iof their
educators (Besnard n*159,160).-During:a visit to
Poitiers,'he:wasable to give-Malieuise Trichet a
companionwho:wilbbe'the-second: Daughter of
Wisdom, Catherine Brunet.

And during-another visit;he: reminded-themf God's
plan: ‘Do yourremember/that being in-Poitiers; when
left the Hospital/deaving:you in therarms of
Providence; alonerand without-help ... Ewish: youl sai
that when there.were only Daughters 'of Wisdom in
ten years, the:wilb of.God would:-be done\..c Well,
count: you will see that I havesheen saying:this for
exactly:ten,yearsmow. ... "

Montfort took the same care inrorganizing-the
installation of classes for little igirls ((April L715)as h¢
had doneffon the:Boys' School. And thesuccess was
soonthessame,/therenroliment.quickly increased
four hundred:students."




His ffirst disciples

Br Gérard Dupont cptes Brothers:and Sisters and Priests A”0The history of the
Bro. MathurinfRangeard (1705),:the four-Brothers:he wil

name iinthis/Will;/Nicolas; Philippe, L:.ouis; and-Gabriel, a Foundation-of aur

well asiBro.Jean, Bro.-Pierre/and Bro. Jacques:Boucardg )
Sisters\Marie_ouise-and Catherine Brunetnd iFathers Congregation has
Vatel and Mulot, his first.collaborators at.the Mission of .
Vouvant intNovember 1715. Iong beenthe SUbJeCt

Thenwill.come ithe houriof successors; the:Brothers of t Of many dlSCUSSIOﬂS

second-generation ....dDominiqueyfrom 17161t0 1718,

Hilaire Gardien in-La Roclelfrom 1722 t011725; René abOUt the part that

Joseau from .1721 t0/1759 and ngn Fortin from>1729 to goes to- Monitfort and
1759 welcoming Father:-Le:Valloislin1720:who:became

their SpiritualrFather, under the authority of Father-René that which goes toFr:
Mulot from 1720:t011749; Superior-General; taking itheir

first religious wowsin 1722. Gabriel Deshayes for

its: vital.continuity

) . )
o Otits FH av: 0’,9{1/)‘}’0/24 7’5;/3-' % ;./m‘oy\/
(s
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Then, thosewho, like the:example of Brothers:Mathurin; Jacques:Boucard-and-René Joseau; distinguishe
themselves by their spification of teachers or-catechists, Bro: PieMehel Guérin from 1755:t0 1765 and Bro
Joseph (Bernard'Métayer) from 1760 t0/1772; Bro: Pierre: Loisel from:1765 1071781 Bro./Pierre:Mury:from
1820. ((cf..GLDupont-Les FreresiMontfortains detSaabriel : e charisme-des origines.Paques 2017.)

In 1794, there:was a:repressionwanted/and-voted by the.Convention to-exterminate the military-Vendée. H
example, in-SaiAtaurentsur-Sevre  centrab place’ of the Montfortians,-theinfernal columr8Nbming from
Cholet-and ded by General Caffin massacred two: nuns;29 men including 4 Religious: Bro.oYvon, BrosBou
yearscold Brol-Jean; 30:years old and Bro.Qlivier 30 years old.

The'history-of the Foundation' of our Congregation has long been thesubject of-many discussions-about th
that goes:to'Montfort-and theawhich goes to Fr. Gabriel:-Deshayes for itsl vital continuity. So,-this requires sg
clarification, because we:can-wonden what'is the cause of the turbulence which lasted from:1889.until arou
year 1967 -Hererare.some dates which show an aspectrdiistory qquite:turbulent:as.we will-see:




. - ¥ ¥ R

‘T\ .
'/~ MONTFORT BROTHERS OF ST: GAE
* FRERES MONTFORTAINS DE SAINT - GABR

32" GENERAL CHAPTER / 32" CHAPITRE GEN AL

A= FRATERNAL LIVING AND THE COMMUNITARIAN DIMENSION i e
OF THE MONTFORTIAN MISSION
VIE FRATERNELLE ET DIMENSION COMMUNAUTAIRE
DE LA Mgl WNTFORTAINE
APRIL s ' 8 - ROME

From 1:821: to1 1997:alandmarks in therelations bhetween: the: Montfertian-Congregatio

1821:thetbeginning 'of the-Reorganization of Brethers' (Congregation by Fr. Gabriel Deshayes:tomaintain
continuity of theffirstftFoundation.

1888: therBeatification of Montfort.
1889: the:scramble due to . the types of governance of thethree:Congregations.

1910: thelDecree ‘of Approval by Pope Plusthe Brothers ... of Sak@abriel .. hhave as: Fatherandinvoke as
suchitherBlessed Lothdarie Grignion.of Montfort ..."

1947:the Canonization’ of Montfort, but this does:not helpreconciliation between.the: Mantfort Missionarieg
the Brotherscof-Sat Gabriel.

From 1964 tol 1977 improving relationships through joint work; writing @and:meetings.
1966-1967: the year ofthe 250thranniversary:of the:death.of Montfort.
1997: aGesture 'ofReconciliation:between the-three Congregations:allows cruising speed




Turbulence-arose from a misunderstanding betwe
two people: Father.Maurille and . the docal bishop in
1889.Here| 'must:takihe precaution-of saying:we
must becarefuhnotto judge too quickly:the:way of
governing in dnstitutions inthe“19th-century until
Vatican‘Council Il Furthermore, itisidifficult to
summarize what happened duringrthree -quarters g
a century in.veryfevines.

In 1887, FatherMaurille, Superior General 'of the
Montfort Missionariespprinted: a book-on thelife of
Fatherde Montfort. It says-that "therBrothers of thq
Holy ‘Spirit-are from'the/Montfort-family-and that by
changing theirnames: (Brothers ofGabriel), they
have mot.changed: theirrorigin ..I"  Thiscbook:was
published in: 1888, the«year of the Beatification of
Montfort.

Apparently,ceverything:seems to be going/well; bu
reversalitookoplace in.June 1889.-The:same Fathe
Maurille approves: a bookhich denies the
Montfortian filiation of the Brothers of S&abriel by
affirming that it was Father Deshayes who foundec
them .

Thisturbulence:is attested in:1894:inatext by the
Bishopcof Lugon/where-he:describes the iconflict
between him:and Father'Maurille " The bishop
trusted the Brothers-of St. Gabriel who had-their
autonomy. /And Father'Maurille; Superioriof:-the
Montfort Missionaries feared that the Sisters:woulc
also'become: autonomous; and:therefore:that he
himself would lose a-certain-power.

Deshayes:«G.;. 1821

-1841

A”0Turbulence arose
from-a
misunderstanding
betweentwo people:
FatherMaurille and the
local bishop in»1889

Instead of-seeing the three-:Congregations attached
Montfort become-autonomous; evolve and-grow by
having:-good relationships: likethe:'children' of the
same:spiritual Father,-each having:ts general
manager -a'‘familgisagreement'was born by'akind
of default in/institutional functioning!: lt-seems:that
there wascconfusionbetween:general:authority/and
respectiforithe respectiverand:legitimatetautonomy,
the bishoprrightly understood.

In addition, we note the passionate interest-of sever
historianscon this subject: Montfortian filiatiom and-th
“re-foundation” under:the deadershipof:Father. Gabri
Deshayes.




From 1906 tol 1943 thousands of pages were written'on this aii
where two positions clashed ! There:was even a reversal: the |
example is that of i£hbishop/Auguste-Laveille. In(1907, this firs
book (560 pages) showed:that-Montfort:was:not the founder o
the Brothers.cButrin 1916,-he recognized his "error' by-revising
his previous-book:/He was Superior of the Versaillesrseminary|
became Vicar-Gemal of Meaux! Hewrote athirddoook in 1924
confirm the founding-of the: Brothers, by Montfort and:-respond
Crosnierwho, had just written900: pages. lt:was a search for

complexhistorical ‘reality'/throughdooks.

The Congregation‘of the Brothers having been recagnized by
Decee of Romerin 1910} this should have:made things-better.
Howeuver, in11947, the Brothers of-Gabrielwere not yet
considered by 'the Church as founded'byMontfort:Cardinal
Tisserant had:-takenrgreat:painso enlighten the-other:Carding
on the question-oMontfortian filiation, by publishingin1943 a
508-pagework.

In July11947; BrotherrAnastasius had-mad
two personal-approaches to-Pope: Pius/ XII
visit and-adetter)r Finally, in’1949,-the:text
of the Canonization'Decree (0f1947) was
printed by Vatican typography/ Thetext
speaks twice of adouble foundation of
Montfort, that of the Montfort Missionaries
and thatof the Daughtersiof/ Wisdom. Pius
Xllonly-diplomatically places:theBrothers
the Montfortian family in:the following way:
al2 Yol F 2°NIy beh&d Fltherd @ SINE
Institute of the Brothers of Christian
Instruction, formerly-known as:the-Holy
Spirit, and today SairGabriel. ' The
memberscof this/nstitute istrive-torimitate
LouisMarie's apostolic zeal forthe Christia
education-of youth:and surround him as
K SANE Y2 &der @S 208R
the greatest.veneration. "

And byrreferring betterto history, we
discover:the obvious-rolefof the Brothers. |
his Willcof/April: 27, 1716, Montfort-speaks
well of "the Brothers of the Holy Spirit to
make (Charitable Schools".

For mypart, 'would conclude that Father
Gabriel'Deshayes:has-really revived the
Institute to which:the-Brothers,were
attachedto‘Saint.aurentsur-Sevre in
Vendée. The first Spiritual Fatherhood (or
Foundation) isrindeed that which:we
recognize in.Montfort.

MaurillelAz; 1877

-1903

A”OThefirst S- < piritual
Fatherhood (or
Foundation)is)indeed
that which we

recognize in Montfort

10






Why not recognize, ultimately| the priority of the Charism of Spirituality over theiCharism of:theinstitution?
two are linked-and necessary in-creative-fidelity.d-therefore :see the emerging .force which gradually-revealg
the Disciples of Montfaran inspiring:and unifying-.charism; a:charism'of the \waorking: Spirit; & charism.now e
which lbrings together'the Montfortian-Family: Laity, Fathers, Sisters:and Brothers.

In the movement.of Vatican:Council 1b (298265) thecquality of relationsiimproved in.order to lcollabieran the
ground and-accept the-vagaries 'of history: Thetjoint research on the historical aspectsrand spirituality betw
Montfort Missionaries:and: Brothers of St Gabriel had facilitated common understanding. it\wasgivento m
participate iin-a biblial researchrin connection with the-writings 'of-Montfort inc1964:/And 1 was-present with
Brothers.of-SGabriel-and Daughters of Wisdom:at the sessions ofdather Louis:Pérouas; Montfortian,:mas|
research in CNREé&ntre'National de/la-Recherche-Scientifigfer example hat of February940-11, 1973in
Nantes.

A"dn.1997 7, a.significant:.«.{
rec onciliation was celebrated /v
inthe presence.of the three/ /¢«

MontfortianCongregations. .o«
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1966-1967: the year of'the 250th/Anniversary:of-the
Death of/Montfort.

The end-of therinternal-tension'which:settled.down:in
stable way in therminds is edtlished in: the two
meetings:of the General-Councilstof the two
Congregations in Rome:the-meeting of December 23
1967 atithe Montfort'Missionaries-and that of-January
5, 1968-at the'Brothersfof:Saint: Gabriel- The:trigger w
the 250th anniversary of theedith of Montfort inithe
year 1967 /during.which the Superior:of the  Brothers,
Bro. ' Romain Landry, was invited/to Lourdes to the
Montfortian Pilgrimage by the'MaontfortMissionaries.

In 1997 -a significant reconciliation:was-celebrated in
the presence of the three/Mantfortian.Congregations.
On April4,,2019inRome; Bro: Jean Friant wasvisitir
the place where l\work;and:-he reminded:me:of a
gestureof-Septembe29, 1997 which:isiimportanti-He
was then:Superior General of ourInstitute.-Thatyear,
the Montfort Missionaries offered a:relic of Montfort
and the [Daughters iof Wisdom/offered a relic:of-Bless
Marie-Louise' Trichet! [These/relics are:now in the
General tlduse of the Brothers.incRome.

And here is: a final . example in 2019 at the Brothers
House intfRome; atithe end of @ formatsession for
new Pravincials fromraround the-world: on:October
12, Sister:Rani Kurian, Superior 'of the. Daughters g
Wisdom:and Fr.-:JeaBharles/ Wismick; Vicar-Generg
of the Montfort Missionaries expressed-themselves
by highlighting; sharing-and communicagithe
current strengths:in:each’ of their.Congregations. |
participated in-a real sharing ofthe riches-of each
Congregation: Each one:shared-what was at the
height of the/Montfortian . Charism, of-itsincarnation
of the life of Congregation for the preseiine. For
me, life is-morerimportant than labels:\We!did: not
come togive you apolite-and courteous
congratulatory-speechy we:came to-share.

The mission'that. we-carry.out inthe:Montfortian
sense is/thework of the:Holy Spirit. This is what
Montfort said in‘his:Burning-and-FjePrayer to
obtain Missionaries:*'Be mindful of this; your
Congregation;for it:iscyou@alone who:must, by your
grace, make: it a living reality. Tuae Congregationis
your ownCongregation: Opus tuum fac; itdis your
work, great‘God" (PM26)
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