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Biblical Insights

"The Lord is: near toall\whoocall upon:him'."

By Pierrette MAGNE

EPTEMBER 20,2020

25th Sunday in Ordinary Tim&ear/A

PSALM145:2-3, 89, 1718

R/ The/Lord:is nearto’all'who/call.upon:him.

Everydaywill | bless you,

and lhwillpraise your name forever andes.
Greatis the LORDrand:highly te be:praised;
His greatness is-unsearchable.

The LORD is gracious/andrmerciful,
slow to anger:and of great kindness.
The!lLORD is good to all

and compassionate-toward all-his>works.

The LORD isqust in all his\ways

and fholy in allhis works.

The LORD is:near to alhwho! calb upon him,
to all who call upon hinmin truth.

Thispsalm, of which:the liturgy ofthe 25th
Sunday inordinary time‘offers: us only-a.few
BESNE S 1a/3phaAcdc pdalyn 1T b fsWIKF 6
thanksgiving fothe Covenant.of:God withi his
people.lt is called «Alphabetical psalm»;becau
each:stanza begins with/a letter of-the Hebrew
alphabet,-a:way of expressing-that.our whole lif
is bathediin thedove of God and in his
tenderness/ from Ato Zr(from-aleph taw for
Hebrew). This psalm is reed daily-by-ourJewist
brethren during-morning prayers. it issarhymn tc
the glory-and:goodness of-God.

A’ 0This psalmiis recited daily
by, auriJewish: /1 brethren

during-morning prayers.




It is truly an invitation to praise-the-Lord at all timesy always and forevethéogreatness of God-has no
limit, he is;good for: all, he is:-righteouscand faithful- in everything..\WWe:can ask ourselves:«s praisepres
our prayer? Daweknow:how te recognize the:-blessings-of God?

«The LORD is gracious/andrmerciful»::tris-a reenintithe wvery.way 'that God:-revealed hisrName.to:Mos
at Sinai-after the episode’ of the goldenicalf: Yes,the:greatness:of God:is theegeat his L.ove and
Mercy which is:expressed through forgiveness, To people unfaithful-to.the .Covenant; God esgind
fidelity and forgiveness./Thistis-the:casefor-each of usc So how:-can we not praise him and givehim t

A OWe camask-ourselves:is < praise present.in our
prayer? Do we knowhow-to.recognize the

blessings of God?




«ThelLORD is-near t0 allevball upon him»:God is-not-distant, Why not praythis entire psalm:at

insensitive, indifferent; he iscnear and.compassienate;: he-is the Savic  this time of thetheginning ‘of our

his people-of hisfaithfulin distss,-as: he-manifested it duringThe activities-after.-summery it-can

Exodus:and the crossing of the:desertbefore-entering the Promiseti | help us-enterinto-praiserand put

and throughout history-God is‘Godwith: us: Emmanuel. this «newyear» of.\work under
the signcof-our'desireto

It is also up taus-toising; to-bless,to-give thanks; responding:to the ~ recognize the fidety of God-and

invitation of the psalm. His desire to live with us this

| will extol you, my:Godrand kingy | will bless yourname foreverand ¢ Covenant,wich is/Life:and

Every-day lwill bless ypl will praise your name forever and-ever! Happinesst

1 0God is not distant insensitive, indifferent, he is near and

compassionate, he is the Savior of his people é.




Covidi-19:
Father Philip andithe-time-of quarantine«

By Dola'Dhanusfl

Father iPhiliprArockiarajd44) who
serves in the parish:dflegamalai,
Tamilnady India, is:a creative
Montfort Missionary.rEor himthe
quarantine period caused by - Covid
is ancopportunity: to-carry out-several
very usefulactivities; notronly for
himselfbut-also:and'above! all-for<the
people he:serves.




Toname just-a few Of hiscactivities; for .example, he: firsttook-advantage of this quarantine
opportunity to prayrregularly at the:same hour ‘befare: the Blessed:-Sacrament. Through his pre

Philip felt inthis bart the encouragement of the-Lord Jesus to tide the woice of the voiceless; tc
heal and protect the.wounded in life.




Second ) hertranslated the book of Saint Lavarie de'Montfort "Treatise) on True:Devotion to-the
Blessed Virgin'rinto Tramil language.:Insthis:regard, Philip needs ito pick upinedtbere certain
words that Montfort usesrin his:weork-and find:their true:meaning: forrexample, the words
“reprobate, ‘heretic,:schismatic, predestined ...": For this;"he imeferto the existing translations
into Tamil\which have heen given tohim angasthers by thelaity.who live in: Tamilnaduland are
active inithe:spreadingfof the spiritual-teaching.of Montfort.

Third, ‘Philip-composed-16 hymns; including hymns for: Christhsige¢ar. He himself-hasproduce
many spirituabhymns:-recorded on CD/amdely distributed in the Christianocommunity, especial
amongthose:whospeak: Tamil.




Fourth, (Philip-coordinates charitable! relief activities for families-inineed of
basicrnecessitein these difficult times./He-does this: in: the parish heesrv
himself of course),; but lalso in the: parishiof Kadamalai'Kundu,) whichtis in
mission-area entrusted-to the: Jesuits.

To dotthisPhilipsreceived:help from-the: Archdiocese! of Madurai-andusri
lay associations; including the one-headed by Mr. Venkadé&Kadamalai
KunduThenil Thanks totheir helping hand, Philip was able toprovide 10
of rice andvarious otherfood-tems to vulnerablepeople: stroke victims,
mentally thandicapped; deaé]derly, physically handicapped who:desperat:
need thisrhelp

There-are two possible ways to:distribute-these basic necessities: residel
come tto the parish at'theappointed time or Philip visits the-homes of
residents-alreadyregistered as potenti@neficiaries.

In fact, these peoplerare still in-need'of hedpd Philip:continues his: search
for benefactorswilling 1o save 'whatilittle they have forthose:mostdn:neec

So:some ofithese activities-are "internal'-and others 'are ‘'external’;-some
COBINE 2 oy lscof i€, <2rNIred' @ 200K, brfaéiTic” & 2 hatable"NsBmet
are "vertical",cothers:are!"horizontal"/Nothing is impossible.,May this be ¢
sourceof inspirationfor others!

A" Oln fact, these
people aresstillin
need of 'help;and
Philip.cont finues
his search-for
benefactors willing
to saverwhatilitt/ : ‘le
they /have for

those mostin

need.
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fi’ 0So some: of these activities are ‘intermal” and others are |
alfl pevwesuonall oo v

"“cetxrthee'r cniad dve Tpsomie’ oa roe

“artistic'-or'cha »aritable?; ' some are /'vertical' otherstare *harizontal".7 o




GAMO - FRIENDS(OF MONTFORT -GRQOUF

A mission, a family!
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The iFriends of Montfort: Groupin Portuguese-:GRUPO/AMIGOS DE
MONTFORT:(GAMG} the union-of-people of:faith; of the-people of

God who unite:asitirch to live-and share the love of-Jesus, Eternal

and Incarnate/Wisdomj through spirituality @nd-the teachings-of:Sail
LouisMarie Grignionide /Montfort.

The GAMO seeks the knowledge of Eternal and Incarnate-Wisdom
through a:sincere PRACTICE of praydralsoby:studying the writings
of Montfort Spirituality, without forgetting:the reading the \Word of
God. The:group-reads-also-the biographies-of Saint {\Marse and
Blessed Maridouise!Trichet, the materials of animation-and brochui
furnished'by: theLatin /American Coordination (COORLAC) and, in
addition, the various materials that sustain<the-growth-and the
Christian ssocial and human:formation:of-the group.

¢

i 0The GAMQ seeks the
knowledge-of Eternal-and
Incarnate Wisdom through
a sincere’PRACTICE o of
prayer; but also by
studying.the writings of
Montfort Spirituality:




Theffirstrmeeting of the: GAMO toqitace inithe city,of Passos, The GAMO:is formed, by the union:of-the
Minas Gerais, in‘1995. It-was-thesbeginning of a very beautiful ~ Montfortian Family, that<isto:say, the
bond of the'Montfortian-Family inBrazil. Currently:it is Company-of Mary(Montfort/Missionaries)
represented by eight GAMOS-present/in-three states of Brazil, the Brothes of Saint:Gabriel-and the lay
specifically in.Minas Gerais; S&o: Pauld Rio-de Janeiro. Montfortians.

The objectives of the:meetings and activities
carried outthy GMO are:to:seek knowledge . and
experience-of Montfortian Spirituality,-based on
the mystery-of the incarnation‘of Eternal Wisdor
in the womb-of:the Virgin/Mary;torpromote a
personal-encounter.with-Jesus Christ; Eternal ar
Incarnate\Wisdom;to value the gament.of
Baptism; totbring togetherand promote the fi'0The objectives of the/meetings
fraternal experience of the participants; to
sensitize.communitiesron the missionary
emergencies of thelocal reality; to-discern‘and are: torseek knowledge and
presentithe proposals‘of the: Montfortian experience ob Montfortian
Congregations:to-Jesus thugh Mary, using'the
method of ‘Saint LouiMarie de/NMontfort.

and activities.carried aout by GAMO

Spirituality £ €




These:same activities are developediwith the annual meeting-of the 'coordinators of the GAMO,the:meeting
members, meeting inteGAMOS; the/Marian:retreat, the pilgrage ito'Marian: shrines| the Mission:a la: Montfort,
the Latin/American and-Caribbean meeting.of- Montfortian Spirituality and,above-all,.therlocal meetings whic

maintain and-promote 'the continuityfof the activities of.each group.




It's party !

In this year’2020; GAMO celebrates‘its:Silver Jubilee: 25 years
sharing-and faith as the! Montfortian: Family which,continues:toc
in the footsteps-of: Saint-L.ouMarie de/NMontfort by-announcing
to communities-and: groups the: value cand:significance oftenys
of the Incarnation-of Jesus Christ; Eternal and incarnate Wisdo

The 'Friends of Montfort GroupGAMO- is today-as: a sign in:its
communities,-of the capacity .that: Father de-Montfort:-has; after
300 years of hisi«Passover»,:to! stilliunite:.commundies people,
convert hearts to the-Gospel; expressing the:presence of the
Virgin Mary in the life:of Christians and recalling the:personal
vocationof-each-member by the recognitionof his-own Baptisn

fi' 0The Friends of
Maontfort'Group
remembers,;among
SO many virtuesthat
Saint/Louis had;the
ability:to’unite

people in-adeautiful
and deep-bond that
occurs:through

friendship




The iFriends of Montfort: Group
remembers,;among.so many virtue:
that Saint/Louis had} the ability to
unite people in-a beautiful and-deef
bond that @ccurs through
friendship./Montfort\was: arfriend ‘of
Jesus; Eternal-anddncarnate
Wisdom,-and:alsohe was a-friend «
the people,of the:poorandiofithe
most needy.

Amongthe. GAMOS we
affectionatelyc:emphasize the group
of Passos),/Minas:Gerais, iain,

since 11995} haseen carrying:out
and experiencinganintense and
beautiful work of-evangelization.

The GAMO Rassos is made-up of thirty:members wha meet:regula
on the third ‘FFriday of each:month atthe parish-of Saint l-Masie de
Montfort, the localccommunity.of theirsrespective-members.

The works:are planned amteveloped in unity.with: each.member of
the groupthy: the prayer of the-rosary inithe -families; the missionary
visits, itherrealization of the charity lunches; the participationin the
Weekof therFamily-for thecnevena of-thetPatron saint; and @also the
study of brochures,materials-on the dife;and-work'of: Montfort.

As theffruit-of:this:group ‘of (good soil and fertile-seeds, there-has al
been, since’ 2012, the/GAMO for youth formed,only by children and
adolescents\whocome together with joyanddispositiommimate
hKSisca bf @acSanun2iF with KSharO2YoY dzyi Al A8 &
Louisa briNK S g 2d ol 2tre @ bINBdvR ey R V@i NB Y
charismiin’ familiesand in.the: community.

To Jesus throughiMary,
God/Aloneh




HYMN of Fathe de Montfort

fi’ 0OAdmire the-'modesty

Andigentleness of QurLord (H 25;5)




1st Point : its excellence

1

Gaze-at thisface-and these-eyes
So:gentle;/docilerand joyful,

Beholdthe virtue-of Modesty;

Beholdthe: traits-of the overflow

Of virtues: that fill the: soul

And iitsiinner:glory.

2

Modesty s the:adornment

And themost noble attire

Of truly sublime virtues;

It is the wirtue of the perfect,

Those untroubled and sinless,

Thoseffilled withrmildness-and: peace.

3

Lidtheh@y siirKSruinl 2t @ { LIANRGQ
Asthe great. apdke writes:

GreeKS, sdir2if s@oul{ LANRG Ay |
alkkds S&enleA@e ISy Gt S FtlYS
Gushiforthconto the body,

CNRY inK Sy Ay Y SNEertt KSe  f
4

Be modestwith-everyone,

For the Lord:is nearby;

He knows:allithings by His'light,

Nothing is-hidden:from/Him.

He iswatchingyou right-now,
So'bermodestandsinless.

5

Admire thermodesty

And gentleness of Our Lord,;

It is His shininiweaion

It is his eloquent mouth

Which convinces by its silence.

6

He had this sacred brilliance

To such a sublime degree,

His modesty was so striking

That Saint Paul regularly

Preached and implored with modesty
And so persuaded mightily.

7
9gSy (KS [ 2NRQa TFdzYAy3
Veiled His face and eyes,

Fearing the appealf His charms,

Fearing His wise and meek air

Would make them stop the torture

In spite of their rage and anger.

8

¢tKSe ale GKFd 1 SH@SyQa
While she was here on earth,

Was so wise and modest,

Anyone who gazed on her

Felt the celestial flame

Burning within her heart.

9

Great Saint Denis affirms

His soul was so ravished

When contemplating her,

Had he not known the truth,

He would have thought

She was some great divinity.




