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GOSPEL
Gospel of Jesus Christiaccordingito ING 10
SaintMark(Mkili 12 12-15)

Jesusthad just-beenbaptized.

At once'the-Spirit/drove him

out into the desert,

and he remained in the desertforforty days,
. ; tempted by Satan.

By, Pierretie:MAIG NE He was-amongwild beasts,

and the angels ministered to him.

FEBRUARY221,2021
Sunday, 1st Wieekwfilent- Year B
After Johnrhad been arrested,

Jesuscame to Galilee

proclaiming the:gospebof-God:
"This isthe time-of fulfillment.

The kingdom-of God:is @at hah
Repent, andtbdieve in the Gospel."
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Of all the ‘[Evangelists)/ Mark:is the' shortest, but-he:gets t
the point. In 4 verses'he tells us:about'the.temptationsof
Jesus inithecdesert; the beginningfof therpreaching and
the call of the first disciples.

This textiiscoffered to us by theliturgy on this first Sunda
of Lent 2021.

First of all let usmote that it is the-Spirit.who pushes
Jesus intoithecdesrt after his Baptismtby/ Johnithe
Baptist where ithis\voice of the Father was-heard: «You
are My beloved-Sonywith-whom:ram-well-pleased»:It is
inhabited by this:assurance of'the presence’ofGod:that
he will be @able:tollive this timerinithe desert.

In the Bible, thedeseris both the place of trial-and the
place of encounterwith:God:! "l wilklead-herinto the
wilderness and-speak persuasivelytocher!(Hos.12:16).

By going to the desert,Jesus:remakes the
route of the peaplecofiisrael| like:anew
Moses he-accomplishes: a new exodus;
moreover thernumber40 is.very symbolic:

- 40 days iis lhow long theflood:lasts.

- The peoplewilkspend!40 years inithe
desert before reaching the’Promised:L.and

- 40 days is the timethatwill take the
prophet Eljah to cross the desert to reach
the mountain of God, Horeb (1R.19; 8)

- 40 time to let ourselves he transformed;to
let ourselves benourished|to-let ourselves
be recreated by God| this:is/the time of our
Lent.
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Mark does motdescribe temptations o us;as if:to This is the time of fulfillment: the«Greekword
suggestithat temptations-are internal;;and that the -main Kairos is used, this: wordl means a favorable mo-
thing to get throughtthem is to:stay united with. God, for ment, an opportunity to)be seized. Yes, therReign
he alone conquers-evil‘He lived:among wiltkasts and of Gad iswery close since-Jesus:hegins: hisrmiis

the angels:served him:thus:isrealized this refound try which is torreveal to us/the Love' of the:Father
harmony with nature; predicted by:lsaiah 11:8 the wolf  gnd to be reconciledvith Him.

will dwell withithellamb. .. fulfilmentof thermessianic Hencetthiscall to Conversion, tocabandon

promises. With/Jesus, new timesrare-established. everythingthatdistances us/from:God in-order to

welcome thisgift:that‘God wants to give:us and to
The sstory.continues with'the beginning of the preaching |jve this Covenantwith him.

of Jesus-and-after thearrest of John the -Baptist; asif to

mark the continuityof the announcement. God iinvites us, he propesesto-us; may this Lent

be for eachof us this favorablermoment whenwe
Jesus proclaims: there<is something-powerful-aboutithis il hear thisvoice saying to us: "Yourarermy

verb, Good'News! (this:is the:meaning of the-word beloved son".
Gospel) is' made to be sai and said with-assurance:and
not whispered because!itisiintendedto touchhearts. Have a:good Lentin the strengthiof the Spirit!
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Consecration

LiVing aS By, DolaDhat: 2nush
Misstoinary

You'have ben baptized, you have become a'Christiar
a disciple of Jesus Christ. But:for what? Y ou-pray-eve
day, go'to.church for.Mass on Sundays andeven dail
Mass. Butisithatcenough? Yourare-active in;public-life
maybe even involved:in a palitical party, butra all
these activities hased ona: strong-relationship with
Jesus?

Montfort proclaims whatthe real purpose of the
Christian llife is-and that in it there-is na dualism
between holiness-and mission,for he wants to form a
holy and rmissionary_Christian.

He describes the-goal of Christian'life:in.words that
have anapostoliemissionary tone.'For.example,
guoting Saint'Paul, Montfort. says:""We llabour only to
make all men pefect in Jesus Christ” (TD 61), so that
omyeardoelanr! relbrorrod an weier In bhe receti g
o fnrenmen 62 (WTDrfedidn3)othersThheeus p e
Christ iis partcof my-purpose iniife. 'FThe reigning of
Jesus inithelhearts of others:is partiofimy mission in
history. The=salvation of souls, by introducing Jesus tc
them and bringing them: to-Him,is part ‘of my
responsibility as-a baptized person.

Ak f tehsearieryii

itnsstohavave wwocerkreod 7Hf= o

S
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This isrnormal butwedon't always:realize it.
Diilndtne' Atostit e saA'p oosdcll tee Pa
gospel, thisiisrno reasonforrme-toboastor an
obligation has'been imposed on'me;andwoe tc

meif | iofiot hread 0 (nCorto:1dp.r eac h
Thhiis sie jdy st int cheecl jhoty wholfontitorh
saali‘idihere 0 dnfthint th ertrethatigses jayn

it is to have worked for the:salvationof the
neelibg 'hbloT. é6her(iSe, vieStogldwork h
with joy iinlliving-and proclaiming the gospel.

amay H Tk negved Jn
trilwe orsrad nveastigoo'n
(MantfortpS1.95)
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XIMIA AcG & U Apodilg Ee re€laeat @it Chri@iCE gedhdBood vl ol EIUA Onergué A g
BelA B geEWherdves thewlideifles wept, 8HUrE Wit oW E j0yg(82UeveQdmE bedsc@utoWiEy 13U A
coAiguid A helr@ed @iCloy1 (1052) Itaefietlib b Qed Kifiugh vendoCrds dvay fejictd” (9:9)”
WPl jailsrAshdGis cBire 8oAsihtidUekiced 1A OhadédeEie sUAqgef [EUd (8 Ch/EU é
shouldwe notlalso enter intosthis great strebiny?* Evanelii Gaudiunb).

To be ccredible missionaries; we must live the holiness of our-lives-inaprocess whichvis:constant towards th
o trefamasd o romalves io @hoist @D 119 The: loly lifesitself is missionarysin itself: Montfort

aspiredta form-holysissionaries:hy proposingithei«Gonsec ration»as a:Christiani lifestyles

Heesaiss ‘achrdow si0tk witc @amictinnolwt | Isite acteelnowi ot thearccooanyvldveidniioomn Lady kvlaidhiis |
comparable toithecone bham:going to;speak of.c.No'other devotion calls formore 'sacrifices for God; none
empties us moreccompletely of self and:selbve, none ' keeps us:more firmly inthergrace of Godand the:grac
of God inwus."Na other/devotionnites us more perfectly-andmore easily to-Jesus: Finally, no devotion:-gives
moacery igboo ryorcdsoctiGoidy ourieses moaeeclsuamoc itndicfibyui nig 118 olplincosuirds €
missionary -are inherent:in the!dignity 'of our-baptism.
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This iis relevant to-everyone being-baptized regardless' of their status:, lay, religious;-priest, etcidn:Montfort
spirituality, thesetwo things being holy-and being:a missionaryare inseparable from-each other, theyarerone
This Montfort:spiritwality, which isthased on baptismishaolistic in-nature: it concerns:the person in the-totality
his being, with-all'the.dimensions of hislifel thid is MoinSortM@notefrorn todis“trpid a@dpselc bEthet (
laartrttienes” (TID me svho “(wTliDve 518 ) huwhecladdslyihglthrobgenthé dinktehe slighiest: dheer
brreelads hhe Bdly Stphie” (Hodyyw Spirito (TD 57) .

Words of)Pope’Francis:

«Invirtue' of their:baptism;-all-the members of the:People of God have :become 'missionary di
baptizedhatever:theirposition in the Church or:their level of-instruction in:the faith; are agents
would: be insufficient to: envisage a-planiof evangelization:to be carried out:by professiamaiki\
simpllye passive recipients.

The:newevangelization:calls for personal involvement on'the part-of eachiof the baptized. E
amid 0 inolwy, engatedo cvabyeratioa ieietd e nho yas rey nogracgl end: savincnive desvinaneegl e
muchitime:or lengthy training to goout and piEetaynCihastieveis:a missionary:torthe
extentthat:helor she has:as encountered:-thelleve of: God:indChristidesusswe:no
loogrgseyr thas avy ard “hiactplew’ einda‘ mesicdhdries’ chinprhtes Oha@awedire i M
allvwya ynsissidimiysisdigoen’ar y di sci pl eso.

If werare: not .convinced;let'us ook at those firstidisciples, who; immediatelyfafemusnoamnitéor

toooclap rmaye!l"aciamicoh the mssgoly ) el alnayta wonon Weme thnasve) mifecotwy nid
sple atklisinag mawdsntrhos cdnecscws i ia nedose ma nyn s Stanmadn fictt LatmosSaint
Piauch by eocoan®r titedrsus Chedt snmeeinyerounn tese ricis Wil . hb-21).eSewhat ai@ tve we

for2x{PapaFrancéamangelii Gay/baoyn
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Missianary,Sharing

MNYSIVILS SIDINA

Testimony written
Daughten of:Wisdom

My adventure:started during'my Perpetual Professiol
in SaintLaurentsur-Sevre on’/August’22, 1965.

At that time, lcexpressed my desire to our Mother
General, Sister Frangsidu Christ, ito-go:andwork:in
mission "Ad Gentes". Faorfouryears l-prepared for m
future missionary!life/in‘Argentina asd-desire, but
Providence:decided otherwise: Instead of flying to
South America, | took'the planeto Rapua-New
Guinea. l\was headingnto the unknown! «The Spirit
blows wheretHe wills:andwhen He wills» (¢fl .John
3:8).

The culturecof Papuasis very
different from that of Canadalilt's

like putting @ dressi inside outltis a

varied ancestral .culture that manifeststitselfiinithe
multitude of local languages; intits:beliefsniits
dances and:songs-aswell asinsts tribal-art. It is a
rather traditional and animistic;people.where
missionariesare called to:-share with them the Good
News "that God has always-existed intheir tribestwit
a loving and merciful presence; 1 td1sfort i me
evangelization!

I was heading 1

nto the u

by SistertDesneiges: Giroux;

, Ottawa,'Ontario,.Canada

| had the pleasure of teaching:for five:years at
primary school in‘Kiung, whereit\was founded:in
1959, and also in Daru, the capitabof.ourWestern
Province. At the:school for:catechists I provided a
year of trainingwith-Papuan menand womenwho
are called toevangelization in' their-respective
villages. To respond:to a-ragest from the parish
priest, Father(Claude-Sigouin,) Montfort Missionary,
taught catechesis-at variousdevels inprimary
schools aswell-as at:a secondary: school in Kiunga
However, a need at'the pastoral-level:.was/felt inthe
Parish of Saint Gerard.\With team, | was.working
to found a pastoral.centerinorderto plan
necessary-and varied services. htherefore acceptec
the responsibility-of-animator:andtrainer with
pastoral agentsito-serve 'the parishccomprising the
center and 7 ffascinating-and dynamicillages along
the FLY river.

As forithe parish priest; he.wasin charge of
administering the:sacraments; celebrating the
Eucharist, .organizing meetings with-people and
meeting their human-and spiritualneeds.
Accompanied by pastoral workers, I meetthe
Papuans of these:-sara remote villages to bring:a
comforting presence; to.organize meetings.and to
continue the formation of catechists.

nknown!

j
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In 1982, after 27 years of evangelization: and the formation’of ouryoung local Church; the:time came for a
renewal of ithe parish.with:gprogram entitled "New lmage 'of the Parish". It was a new journey.in which the
whole parish.was involved with enthusiasm and ‘a-beautiful collaboration. Qur:goal- wasto:create 'small-basic
ecclesial communities in-all villages:to develop and exercise -pastbsarvices. This program encompassed
devotion to the Virgin.Mary, Mother of-Jesus Christ @and: of ther Christian people: Papuanswelcomed- with an
open heart the role-of\Maryrin'their life.

Jacob, Sr'Desneiges fdls;Cecilia; Gabriel Father Claude-Sigouin; smm;:patish priest

After 22 years.of missionary presence,'whelegave:a: ot butalsareceivetvadob 1ot, | left this beautiful
country wherel lhwas very happy inocommunity andin' my -ministry with the Papuans in: collaboration with the
religious personnel, namely the: Daughters of Wisdom, the Montfortian: Fathers/and Brothers and the Montf
Brothers of ‘Saint‘Gabriel: andie committed lay peoplelt was a unique-and fantastic-experience!
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Since then, the face of the Western
Province-and of the diocesan Church
has taken off! Having-as:guide and
pastor, for 25 years,\Msgr-@Hes Coté,
Montfort Missionary, the diocesan
Churchwalks in faith toobuild unityrin
diversity. ‘Surprising progress:is
manifested in all'lhuman, pastoraland
social aspects.

In July 1991, I'returned to Canada for
three yearsof:study:in
psychoeducation-at the «institut de
Formation Humaine Intégrale/de
Montréal».fFollowing this training; in
response to-an unforeseen:and
surprising «call, in-"September 1994, |
flew to the Philippines to-exerecise for
13 years, newrministriesin the:service
of the Church. Unsuspected avenues
open up for me. I'faced:-several ichal
lenges that brought me- greatjoy.'«The
Spirit blows where Hewills and when
He wills» (cf.John 3:8).

Group of (Friends ofVisdomPhilippines

As affirstichallenge; bbecame responsible for vocational
awakeningforcour’Congregation. A-second, equally important,
was that of offering integral humaniformation to our sisters.and
novices aswell-as to:allthe-female and male, -apostolic.and
monastic congregations in certainsregions’of the Philippines fron
north to south andfrom-east to:west..

Since 1991, our Generalate called on lall the entities’ohé
Congregation to-establishFriends’ of Wisdom™ where-paossible.
was in 2002 that | launched-an-appealto'thelaity to-form such a
group in @rder:to' further-expand our'Montfortian:family. Since«th:
people of the 'Philippines:are very-religious .and.invely in

multiple organizations-and various 'church movements; l:organiz
three different groups:to-accommodate! their availability. A first
group provides monthly meetings fueled by a presentation on
Wisdomand-a particular commitment.

The 2nd group participates:in our assemias during liturgical

and Marian celebrations ensuring a presentationron Wisdom an(
the 3rd presents itself-atcour meetings of circumstances
according 'to'their program.

2003, Friends of Wisdomonpilgrimage-toithe
Basilica of St.| ouisVarie de Montfort, St.| Laurent
- sur- Sevre, 'France

«lfaced:seve veralChallengesithats that
broughtyme greatjoy-at joy».

G
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Canada
Philippines Papouasie
Rome Inde
France Indonésie
Madagascar RD du Congo
Belgique Malawi

Haiti

6° The Spblows whe
willsand AWhenHe. v
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While lliving in the-Philippines, | was invited to
different countries ito ensure integral human:fer
mation as well-asito-animate retreat in Nairobi
among the 'Montfortians, in'"Malawi for'the)Daugh
ters of Wisdom, in-Papua for ourmnovices and in
Taiwanforithe Theresian Institute. Later; from-Rome
| lead a retreat/forithe Brothers of Saint Gabriel in
the religious province of Singapor®alaysia.

Life was n full swing-and lwas:so happy to shareall
that | have received with-memand.women:religious
as well as priests-and-lay people.-To:seethe human
and spiritual growth in:the participants:is: a source’of
great joy forrme.

In the summerof 2007, fromithe-Superior-General,
Sister L.ouise'Madore, h had the request to-now:have
my foothold infRome ta continue'the training which
extends to 12 countries! «The Sjitblows whereHe
wills and whentHe wills»: (cfodohn:3:8). In October 4
2007, on the feast of SaintFrancis of Assisi, btook
the plane to ‘Rome! l/lived inaninternational
community where the Generalate.community is-also
foou nidn My o mizishs sexvioe:of farnfaton
marked by our:spirituality inpriority:for the
Daughters of Wisdom:and according to the-needs of
the entities." lIn-:additiontto the'\Montfort . Missionaries
and Brothers of-Saint Gabriel, otherccongregations
and lay groups-availed of my fonation services.

ANToget her , l et ' s

proclaim Wisdom."

This is the mission of thé~riends
of Wisdom who live the spirituality
of Saint LouisMarie de Montfort with
the Congregation of the Daughters o
Wisdom. There are hundreds of
them around the world.

The entities:served were £ Belgium, France; Haiti;/Indi
Indonesia, Madagascar; Malawi, Papua:New Guinea,
the Philippines,-and the_ Democratic Republic of Cong:
| also worked in‘Romefor the'\Wisdom-Year group.

During 8 beautiful years/ that-isto say for 2:mandates,
| had the pleasure-of meeting our sisters Daughters of
Wisdom, young:and old, the'Montfort' Missionaries;the
Brothers of ‘Saint'Gabriel, other Congregations.and
well-committed lay jpeople.

In September 2015, after46 years of mission, |
packed mytbags to returntormydeattil home-land,
Canada. Icontinue the animation in-2:different
Centers,one for the elderly and thetother for groups o
youngstudents. hmeet.people 'of different.generations
and different nations, -a-source of enrichment and joy
for all of us.

In March 2018, | launch:2:groups of Friendsfof
Wisdom fromvarious: culturab backgrounds but of
Canadiannationality | It's:a colorful @ay including

Haiti, Senegal, the_ Democratic Republic of Congo,
Rwanda, ‘Burundi/Burkina Fasorand-Canada of cours:
We are'happy; they:tell us,to live the spirituality of
Montfort in order to'love, live:and proclaim\Wisdom
together.

«I meettpeopple of diffsrentigeperations anel ifie neint
natidns,sa seuvicecef @heolrmenihand joydojoall fafius

N,

N
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Like Mary at the Visitation, Montfort who draveled the world/and Marie i-Louise who left
us love so that we could in turn be «troubadour», | wanted to bring:Christ-Wisdom to the:
pceocpd veont loavmwcheo mnt fo thhtavl evaybeeanunse nfit' (Rs 01c)twh a t (

We are-happy;dhll us . toiivelthe
spirituélity, of Monitfort.in:orden todovelr
andr-proclaim/Wisdom together

2016-2020, Sister Desneiges Giroux, DW;leads:aworkshop Sister Desneiges:Giroux, DW
at the «Centre"Pauline Charron» for-thelelderly. with a little girl in Indonesia

jE
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Sister Desneiges Giroux with Sister-Rani, now
Superior (GeneralPhoto takeniin!India.

Indian style welcoming rite
by Shiny Jeseph, DW

Sister Desneiges Giroux, DW with a
group of Filipino Friends of Wisdom in
a slum in Manilaintthe-Philippines.

evangelizatiol
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|
"MheBelanusian pe

BY EUCIKAVA DARIA, FROM BELARUS

In this passionate spiritual sharing, Daria talks about two things that at first glance are simi
lar but are fundamentally different although not contradictory. On the one hand, she e
counts her encounter with the "Consecration to Jesus through Mary" taught by Saint Leuis
Marie de Montfort, on the other hand she reports on the "Consecration to the Immaculate
Heart of Mary" by the 'CQ IHUHQFH Rl &DWKROLF %LVKRSV LQ %H
of Mother Mary during her apparitions in Fatima, Portugal, in 1917. One can get the impres
sion that these two consecrations are the same thing by the fact that we use the same wort
"FR@GWHDWLRQM IRU WKH WZR DFWV

<HW WKH "&RQVHFUDWLRQ WR -HVXV WKURXJK ODU\p W
the promises and commitments of baptism, constitutes Christian life itself, and is therefore
permanent, holy, full of tenderness and centered on Jas alone; it has exterior practices, in
terior practices considered the most sanctifying, and practices that are carried out in conjur
ction with Holy Communion.
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