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N° 34 February 2021 

Living in Mary 

Biblical Lightings  

òRepent, and believe 
 in the Gospel" 

GOSPEL 

Gospel of Jesus Christ according to 

Saint Mark (Mk 1, 12 -15)  

 

Jesus had just been baptized. 

At once the Spirit drove him  

out into the desert, 

and he remained in the desert for forty days,  

tempted by Satan.  

He was among wild beasts,  

and the angels ministered to him. 

 

After John had been arrested,  

Jesus came to Galilee  

proclaiming the gospel of God: 

"This is the time of fulfillment.  

The kingdom of God is at hand.  

Repent, and believe in the Gospel." 

Monthly Newsletter of Formation & Information - Association of Mary Queen of All Hearts 

By  Pierrette MAIG NÉ  

FEBRUARY 21, 2021 

Sunday, 1st Week of Lent - Year B 
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By going to the desert, Jesus remakes the 

route of the people of Israel, like a new 

Moses he accomplishes a new exodus; 

moreover the number 40 is very symbolic: 

 

- 40 days is how long the flood lasts. 

- The people will spend 40 years in the 

desert before reaching the Promised Land 

- 40 days is the time that will take the 

prophet Elijah to cross the desert to reach 

the mountain of God, Horeb (1R. 19, 8) 

- 40 time to let ourselves be transformed, to 

let ourselves be nourished, to let ourselves 

be re-created by God, this is the time of our 

Lent. 

 

Of all the Evangelists, Mark is the shortest, but he gets to 

the point. In 4 verses he tells us about the temptations of 

Jesus in the desert, the beginning of the preaching and 

the call of the first disciples. 

 

This text is offered to us by the liturgy on this first Sunday 

of Lent 2021. 

 

First of all let us note that it is the Spirit who pushes 

Jesus into the desert after his Baptism by John the 

Baptist where this voice of the Father was heard: «You 

are My beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased». It is 

inhabited by this assurance of the presence of God that 

he will be able to live this time in the desert. 

 

In the Bible, the desert is both the place of trial and the 

place of encounter with God: "I will lead her into the 

wilderness and speak persuasively to her" (Hos. 2:16).  
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Mark does not describe temptations to us, as if to 

suggest that temptations are internal, and that the main 

thing to get through them is to stay united with God, for 

he alone conquers evil. He lived among wild beasts and 

the angels served him: thus is realized this refound 

harmony with nature predicted by Isaiah 11:6-9 the wolf 

will dwell with the lamb ... fulfillment of the messianic 

promises. With Jesus, new times are established. 

 

The story continues with the beginning of the preaching 

of Jesus and after the arrest of John the Baptist, as if to 

mark the continuity of the announcement. 

 

Jesus proclaims: there is something powerful about this 

verb, Good News (this is the meaning of the word 

Gospel) is made to be said and said with assurance and 

not whispered because it is intended to touch hearts. 

This is the time of fulfillment: the Greek word 

Kairos is used, this word means a favorable mo-

ment, an opportunity to be seized. Yes, the Reign 

of God is very close since Jesus begins his minis-

try which is to reveal to us the Love of the Father 

and to be reconciled with Him. 

Hence this call to conversion, to abandon 

everything that distances us from God in order to 

welcome this gift that God wants to give us and to 

live this Covenant with him. 

 

God invites us, he proposes to us, may this Lent 

be for each of us this favorable moment when we 

will hear this voice saying to us: "You are my 

beloved son". 

 

Have a good Lent in the strength of the Spirit!  ʉ
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Cons ecration  

Living as  
Missionary Disciples 

By  Dola Dha nush  

 

You have been baptized, you have become a Christian, 

a disciple of Jesus Christ. But for what? You pray every 

day, go to church for Mass on Sundays and even daily 

Mass. But is that enough? You are active in public life, 

maybe even involved in a political party, but are all 

these activities based on a strong relationship with 

Jesus?  

 

Montfort proclaims what the real purpose of the 

Christian life is and that in it there is no dualism 

between holiness and mission, for he wants to form a 

holy and missionary Christian. 

 

He describes the goal of Christian life in words that 

have an apostolic-missionary tone. For example, 

quoting Saint Paul, Montfort says: "We labour only to 

make all men perfect in Jesus Christ" (TD 61), so that 

òmy dear Lord, will reign more than ever in the hearts 

of menó (TD 113). The perfection of others in Jesus 

Christ is part of my purpose in life. The reigning of 

Jesus in the hearts of others is part of my mission in 

history. The salvation of souls, by introducing Jesus to 

them and bringing them to Him, is part of my 

responsibility as a baptized person. 

This is normal but we don't always realize it. 

Didn't the Apostle Paul say: òIf I preach the 

gospel, this is no reason for me to boast, for an 

obligation has been imposed on me, and woe to 

me if I do not preach it!ó (1 Cor 9:16).  

 

This is the joy of the gospel. Thatõs why Montfort 

said: òIf there is anything in death that gives joy, 

it is to have worked for the salvation of the 

neighboró (S 195). Therefore, we should work 

with joy in living and proclaiming the gospel. 

ñIf there is anything in death that gives joy,  

it is to hav e worked for the salvation of the neighborò  

(Montfort, S 195)  
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ˣMĀ ġëÙ ÎġĚ Ćæ ġëÙ ēĆĚġúÙĚ ĲÙ ĖÙÀÓ ġëÀġ ġëÙ æíĖĚġ -ëĖíĚġíÀĀĚ ˨ÀġÙ ġëÙíĖ æĆĆÓ Ĳíġë çúÀÓ ÀĀÓ çÙĀÙĖĆĥĚ

ëÙÀĖġĚ˩ ˜ʶˊʸʺ˝ː µëÙĖÙıÙĖ ġëÙ ÓíĚÎíēúÙĚ ĲÙĀġˋ ˨ġëÙĖÙ ĲÀĚ çĖÙÀġ öĆĴ˩ ˜ʼˊʼ˝˕ ÙıÙĀ ÀÿíÓ ēÙĖĚÙÎĥġíĆĀ ġëÙĴ

coĀġíĀĥÙÓ ġĆ ÌÙ ˨æíúúÙÓ Ĳíġë öĆĴ˩ ˜ʵʷˊʹʶ˝ː ¢ëÙ ĀÙĲúĴ ÌÀēġíĸÙÓ ÙĥĀĥÎë ˨ĲÙĀġ ĆĀ ëíĚ ĲÀĴ ĖÙöĆíÎíĀç˩ ˜ʼˊʷʽ˝ˋ

ĲëíúÙ sÀĥú˫Ě öÀíúÙĖ ˨ÀĀÓ ëíĚ ÙĀġíĖÙ ëĆĥĚÙëĆúÓ ĖÙöĆíÎÙÓ ġëÀġ ëÙ ëÀÓ ÌÙÎĆÿÙ À ÌÙúíÙıÙĖ íĀ GĆÓ˩ ˜ʵʺˊʷʸ˝ː µëĴ

should we not also enter into this great stream of joy?» (Evangelii Gaudium, 5). 

To be credible missionaries, we must live the holiness of our lives in a process which is constant towards the 

òtransformationó of ourselves in Christ (TD 119). The holy life itself is missionary in itself. Montfort 

aspired to form holy missionaries by proposing the «Consec ration» as a Christian lifestyle.  

He said: òI can now state with conviction that I have never known or heard of any devotion to our Lady which is 

comparable to the one I am going to speak of. No other devotion calls for more sacrifices for God, none 

empties us more completely of self and self-love, none keeps us more firmly in the grace of God and the grace 

of God in us. No other devotion unites us more perfectly and more easily to Jesus. Finally, no devotion gives 

more glory to God, is more sanctifying for ourselves or more helpful to our neighbouró (TD 118). Holiness and 

missionary are inherent in the dignity of our baptism. 
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This is relevant to everyone being baptized regardless of their status: lay, religious, priest, etc. In Montfort 

spirituality, these two things - being holy and being a missionary - are inseparable from each other, they are one! 

This Montfort spirituality, which is based on baptism, is holistic in nature: it concerns the person in the totality of 

his being, with all the dimensions of his life. This is Montfortôs project: to form ñtrue apostles of the 

latter timesò (TD 58) who ñwill be like thunder-clouds flying through the air at the slightest 

breath of the Holy Spiritò (TD 57).  ʉ

Words of Pope Francis:  

 

«In virtue of their baptism, all the members of the People of God have become missionary disciples (cf. Mt 28:19). All the 

baptized, whatever their position in the Church or their level of instruction in the faith, are agents of evangelization, and it 

would be insufficient to envisage a plan of evangelization to be carried out by professionals while the rest of the faithful would 

simply be passive recipients.  

The new evangelization calls for personal involvement on the part of each of the baptized. Every Christian is challenged, here 

and now, to be actively engaged in evangelization; indeed, anyone who has truly experienced Godõs saving love does not need 

much time or lengthy training to go out and proclaim that love. Every Christian is a missionary to the 

extent that he or she has encountered the love of God in Christ Jesus: we no 

longer say that we are ñdisciplesò and ñmissionariesò, but rather that we are 

always ñmissionary disciplesò.  

If we are not convinced, let us look at those first disciples, who, immediately after encountering the gaze of Jesus, went forth 

to proclaim him joyfully: òWe have found the Messiah!ó (Jn 1:41). The Samaritan woman became a missionary immediately after 

speaking with Jesus and many Samaritans come to believe in him òbecause of the womanõs testimonyó (Jn 4:39). So too, Saint 

Paul, after his encounter with Jesus Christ, òimmediately proclaimed Jesusó (Acts 9:20; cf. 22:6-21). So what are we waiting 

for?» (Papa François, Evangelii Gaudium, 120).  ʉ
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Missionary Sharing  

MY MISSIONARY EXPERIENCE 
Testimony written by Sister Desneiges Giroux,  

Daughter of Wisdom , Ottawa, Ontario, Canada  

I had the pleasure of teaching for five years at 

primary school in Kiunga, where it was founded in 

1959, and also in Daru, the capital of our Western 

Province. At the school for catechists, I provided a 

year of training with Papuan men and women who 

are called to evangelization in their respective 

villages. To respond to a request from the parish 

priest, Father Claude Sigouin, Montfort Missionary, I 

taught catechesis at various levels in primary 

schools as well as at a secondary school in Kiunga. 

However, a need at the pastoral level was felt in the 

Parish of Saint Gerard. With a team, I was working 

to found a pastoral center in order to plan 

necessary and varied services. I therefore accepted 

the responsibility of animator and trainer with 

pastoral agents to serve the parish comprising the 

center and 7 fascinating and dynamic villages along 

the FLY river.  

As for the parish priest, he was in charge of 

administering the sacraments, celebrating the 

Eucharist, organizing meetings with people and 

meeting their human and spiritual needs. 

Accompanied by pastoral workers, I meet the 

Papuans of these same remote villages to bring a 

comforting presence, to organize meetings and to 

continue the formation of catechists. 

My adventure started during my Perpetual Profession 

in Saint-Laurent-sur-Sèvre on August 22, 1965. 

 

At that time, I expressed my desire to our Mother 

General, Sister François du Christ, to go and work in 

mission "Ad Gentes". For four years I prepared for my 

future missionary life in Argentina as I desire, but 

Providence decided otherwise. Instead of flying to 

South America, I took the plane to Papua New 

Guinea. I was heading into the unknown! «The Spirit 

blows where He wills and when He wills» (cf. John 

3:8). 

 

The culture of Papua is very 

different from that of Canada. It's 

like putting a dress inside out! It is a 

varied ancestral culture that manifests itself in the 

multitude of local languages, in its beliefs, in its 

dances and songs as well as in its tribal art. It is a 

rather traditional and animistic people where 

missionaries are called to share with them the Good 

News "that God has always existed in their tribes with 

a loving and merciful presence". Itõs time for 

evangelization! 
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In 1982, after 27 years of evangelization and the formation of our young local Church, the time came for a 

renewal of the parish with a program entitled "New Image of the Parish". It was a new journey in which the 

whole parish was involved with enthusiasm and a beautiful collaboration. Our goal was to create small basic 

ecclesial communities in all villages to develop and exercise pastoral services. This program encompassed 

devotion to the Virgin Mary, Mother of Jesus Christ and of the Christian people. Papuans welcomed with an 

open heart the role of Mary in their life. 

Jacob, Sr Desneiges fdls, Cecilia, Gabriel Father Claude Sigouin, smm, parish priest 

After 22 years of missionary presence, where I gave a lot but also received a lot , I left this beautiful 

country where I was very happy in community and in my ministry with the Papuans in collaboration with the 

religious personnel, namely the Daughters of Wisdom, the Montfortian Fathers and Brothers and the Montfort 

Brothers of Saint Gabriel and the committed lay people. It was a unique and fantastic experience! 
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Since then, the face of the Western 

Province and of the diocesan Church 

has taken off! Having as guide and 

pastor, for 25 years, Msgr Gilles Coté, 

Montfort Missionary, the diocesan 

Church walks in faith to build unity in 

diversity. Surprising progress is 

manifested in all human, pastoral and 

social aspects. 

 

In July 1991, I returned to Canada for 

three years of study in 

psychoeducation at the «Institut de 

Formation Humaine Intégrale de 

Montréal». Following this training, in 

response to an unforeseen and 

surprising call, in September 1994, I 

flew to the Philippines to exercise for 

13 years, new ministries in the service 

of the Church. Unsuspected avenues 

open up for me. I faced several chal-

lenges that brought me great joy. «The 

Spirit blows where He wills and when 

He wills» (cf. John 3:8). 

As a first challenge, I became responsible for vocational 

awakening for our Congregation. A second, equally important, 

was that of offering integral human formation to our sisters and 

novices as well as to all the female and male, apostolic and 

monastic congregations in certain regions of the Philippines from 

north to south and from east to west.. 

 

Since 1991, our Generalate called on all the entities of the 

Congregation to establish "Friends of Wisdom" where possible. It 

was in 2002 that I launched an appeal to the laity to form such a 

group in order to further expand our Montfortian family. Since the 

people of the Philippines are very religious and involved in 

multiple organizations and various church movements, I organize 

three different groups to accommodate their availability. A first 

group provides monthly meetings fueled by a presentation on 

Wisdom and a particular commitment. 

 

The 2nd group participates in our assemblies during liturgical 

and Marian celebrations ensuring a presentation on Wisdom and 

the 3rd presents itself at our meetings of circumstances 

according to their program. 

 

 

Group of Friends of Wisdom-Philippines 

2003, Friends of Wisdom on pilgrimage to the 

Basilica of St. Louis-Marie de Montfort, St. Laurent 

- sur- Sèvre, France 

« I faced seve ral challenges that 

brought me great joy » .  
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óô The Spirit blows where He 

wills and when He wills (cf. John 3:8) 
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While living in the Philippines, I was invited to 

different countries to ensure integral human for-

mation as well as to animate retreats in Nairobi 

among the Montfortians, in Malawi for the Daugh-

ters of Wisdom, in Papua for our novices and in 

Taiwan for the Theresian Institute. Later, from Rome, 

I lead a retreat for the Brothers of Saint Gabriel in 

the religious province of Singapore-Malaysia. 

 

Life was in full swing and I was so happy to share all 

that I have received with men and women religious 

as well as priests and lay people. To see the human 

and spiritual growth in the participants is a source of 

great joy for me. 

 

In the summer of 2007, from the Superior General, 

Sister Louise Madore, I had the request to now have 

my foothold in Rome to continue the training which 

extends to 12 countries! «The Spirit blows where He 

wills and when He wills» (cf. John 3:8). In October 4, 

2007, on the feast of Saint Francis of Assisi, I took 

the plane to Rome. I lived in an international 

community where the Generalate community is also 

found. My mission: òTo be at the service of formation 

marked by our spirituality in priority for the 

Daughters of Wisdom and according to the needs of 

the entities." In addition to the Montfort Missionaries 

and Brothers of Saint Gabriel, other congregations 

and lay groups availed of my formation services. 

«I meet peopl e of different generations and different 

nations, a source of enrichment and joy for all of us ». 

The entities served were : Belgium, France, Haiti, India, 

Indonesia, Madagascar, Malawi, Papua New Guinea, 

the Philippines, and the Democratic Republic of Congo. 

I also worked in Rome for the Wisdom Year group. 

 

During 8 beautiful years, that is to say for 2 mandates, 

I had the pleasure of meeting our sisters Daughters of 

Wisdom, young and old, the Montfort Missionaries, the 

Brothers of Saint Gabriel, other Congregations and 

well-committed lay people. 

 

In September 2015, after 46 years of mission, I 

packed my bags to return to my beautiful home-land, 

Canada. I continue the animation in 2 different 

Centers, one for the elderly and the other for groups of 

young students. I meet people of different generations 

and different nations, a source of enrichment and joy 

for all of us. 

 

In March 2018, I launch 2 groups of Friends of 

Wisdom from various cultural backgrounds but of 

Canadian nationality. It's a colorful array including 

Haiti, Senegal, the Democratic Republic of Congo, 

Rwanda, Burundi, Burkina Faso and Canada of course. 

We are happy, they tell us, to live the spirituality of 

Montfort in order to love, live and proclaim Wisdom 

together. 

ñTogether, let's love, live and 

proclaim Wisdom."  

This is the mission of the Friends 

of Wisdom  who live the spirituality 

of Saint Louis-Marie de Montfort with 

the Congregation of the Daughters of 

Wisdom. There are hundreds of 

them around the world. 
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Like Mary at the Visitation, Montfort who traveled the world and Marie -Louise who left 

us love so that we could in turn be «troubadour», I wanted to bring Christ -Wisdom to the 

people to whom I have been sent so that òall may have abundant life" (RV # 1c)  ʉ

  

Sister Desneiges Giroux, DW 

with a little girl in Indonesia. 
2016-2020, Sister Desneiges Giroux, DW, leads a workshop 

at the «Centre Pauline Charron» for the elderly. 

«We are happy, they tell us, to live the 

spirituality of Montfort in order to love, live 

and proclaim Wisdom together». 
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Indian style welcoming rite  

by Shiny Joseph, DW 

Sister Desneiges Giroux with Sister Rani, now 

Superior General. Photo taken in India. 

Sister Desneiges Giroux, DW with a 

group of Filipino Friends of Wisdom in 

a slum in Manila in the Philippines. 

Itõs time for 
evangelization! 
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"The Belarusian people suffer with 
Christ and sacrifice themselves in 

the struggle for the Truth" 
BY EUCIKAVA DARIA, FROM BELARUS  

In this passionate spiritual sharing, Daria talks about two things that at first glance are simi-
lar but are fundamentally different, although not contradictory. On the one hand, she re-
counts her encounter with the "Consecration to Jesus through Mary" taught by Saint Louis-
Marie de Montfort, on the other hand she reports on the "Consecration to the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary" by the "Co�Q�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H���R�I���&�D�W�K�R�O�L�F���%�L�V�K�R�S�V���L�Q���%�H�O�D�U�X�V�µ���I�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J���W�K�H���L�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q�V��
of Mother Mary during her apparitions in Fatima, Portugal, in 1917. One can get the impres-
sion that these two consecrations are the same thing by the fact that we use the same word 
�´�F�R�Q�V�H�F�U�D�W�L�R�Q�µ���I�R�U���W�K�H���W�Z�R���D�F�W�V�� 
 
�<�H�W���W�K�H���´�&�R�Q�V�H�F�U�D�W�L�R�Q���W�R���-�H�V�X�V���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���0�D�U�\�µ���W�D�X�J�K�W���E�\���0�R�Q�W�I�R�U�W�����D�V���W�K�H���F�R�P�S�O�H�W�H���U�H�Q�H�Z�D�O���R�I��
the promises and commitments of baptism, constitutes Christian life itself, and is therefore 
permanent, holy, full of tenderness and centered on Jesus alone; it has exterior practices, in-
terior practices considered the most sanctifying, and practices that are carried out in conjun-
ction with Holy Communion. 

 


