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«Thank you, 

Olivier!» 
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These words were pronounced aloud by Fr. Robert Chapotte, SMM, 

Vicar Provincial of France, at the end of his brief sermon at the 

funeral mass of Fr. Olivier Maire, on Friday August 13, 2021. 

«Thank you, 

Olivier!»  

Obituary  

 

Saint Laurent-sur-Sèvre, France 
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Fr. Olivier MAIRE (61 years old, 35 years of religious life), was assassinated on 

Monday, August 9, 2021. The news on this subject having spread widely on various 

social networks, this bulletin does not feel the need to include here various elements 

related to the assassination. 

 

Suffice it to note that on Friday August 13, 2021, during his funeral mass, it was said 

that all the churches in the Vendée department sounded the death knell at noon. 

The actual funeral mass took place at 2:30 p.m., in the basilica of Saint Louis-Marie 

Grignion de Montfort in Saint Laurent-sur-3îÖÒÅȟ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ Á ȰÍÁÇÉÓÔÅÒÉÁÌ ÃÅÌÅÂÒÁÔÉÏÎȱ 

presided by Bishop Eric de Moulins-Beaufort, president of the Episcopal Conference 

of France. The mass which was broadcast live by KTO (Catholic television of France) 

was also attended, among others, by the French Minister of Justice, Éric Dupont-

Moretti, without forgetting the bishops, priests and Montfortian Family and other 

elected and civil authorities. 

 

Note that on August 9, the day of Olivier's demise, three 

Montfort  Missionaries set foot on Mexican land to begin 

in the Diocese of Ecatepec, Mexico, the missionary 

presence of the congregation founded by Saint Louis -

Marie de Montfort.  

 

Death on the one hand, the presence of new 

missionaries on the other. The mission continues! Father 

Olivier is thus always on mission, of course in a different 

way from the one he did when he was on pilgrimage on 

this earth. His zeal, in the manner of Montfort, can in one 

way or another be embodied in this missionary work in 

Mexico.  

 

Below you can read the biography of Father Olivier and the personal testimony of 

Brother Daniel Busnel. This Brother is a member of the Provincial Council of France; 

he not only collaborated with Olivier in the animation of the French Entity of the 

Montfort Missionaries, but also knew him personally and closely since they lived and 

work together in different communities. This text that Daniel himself read at Olivier's 

funeral mass is now available for our reading. 
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Daniel BUSNEL SMM, from France 

«At the table, I and the 

whole community will miss 

your jokes» 

 

isciple of Father de Montfort, Father Olivier drew dynamism from our founder to 

make charity his rule of life.  

 

He owes his human equilibrium to his parents: his dad Gabriel working in precision 

watchmaking and his mother Claudine living at home. 

 

Born on 19-11-1960 in Besançon (Doubs) and baptized in Villers le Lac (Doubs), Olivier 

was able to develop his numerous intellectual and artistic capacities. 

D  
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His secondary studies began at the École Notre Dame de Grâce (1st 

cycle), and at Pelousey (Doubs) from 1971 to 1975. The second cycle 

took place at the Institution Saint Jean in Besançon (Doubs) from 1975 

to 1978. Then came the time for higher studies at the Faculty of 

Sciences of Besançon (Doubs) from 1979 to 1982. 

 

His entire intellectual training path has been recognized by obtaining 

various diplomas: 

1978: his BAC series D - 1982: License in Natural Sciences - 

1989: License in Theology at the Centre Sèvres. 

June 29, 1992, he obtained the Canonical Masters Degree of the 2nd 

cycle in Theology, with specialization in Spirituality (mention bien) at 

the Center Sèvres. 

In October 1992, he was sent to the Gregorian University in Rome and 

on September 15, 1995, he obtained a degree in Psychology. 

 

This course of intellectual formation was accompanied by a time of 

discernment. 

1978-1979: a first formation period is offered to him with the Montfort 

Missionaries with the support of the Foyer de Charité de Tressaint 

(22). 

 

«Disciple of Father 

de Montfort, Father 

Olivier drew 

dynamism from our 

founder to make 

charity his rule of 

life » 
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Different activities will complete this time of discernment: 

1979-1982: Student Chaplaincy, with Catechesis in a college and in the Parish 

of St Pius X in Besançon. 

1982-1984: Rural Animator. - 1984: Cooperation Service at Bonneau in Haiti. 

June 17 to August 18, 1988: Stay in the USA to learn English. 

While pursuing his theological studies in Paris (Centre Sèvres), he resides at 

the home of the students of the African Missions of Lyon with a follow-up of 

discernment provided by our Montfortian Community, established at the 

Tombe Issoire (14th arrondissement, Paris). 

He made his first profession at the Calvary of Pontchâteau on September 7, 

1986 and his perpetual profession at Notre Dame du Chêne (Doubs) on 

September 9, 1989. 

He was ordained a deacon on September 30, 1989 in Déols, by Bishop Plateau 

and on June 17, 1992, he was ordained a priest by Bishop Gayot, bishop of 

Cap Haitien, Haiti, in this basilica of St. Louis-Marie de Montfort. 

«Olivier,  

you have 

remained a 

simple 

man» 
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The Obediences : 

 

Once ordained a priest, he continued to study 

theology at the Centre Sèvres at the end of 1988. 

 

From June 17 to August 18, 1992, he participated in 

the International Montfortian Seminar: SIM, here, in 

St Laurent. 

 

In 1996, he became a Formator and Master of 

Novices in Uganda. 

 

On September 2, 2002, it is the return to France. 

 

On October 31, 2002, he resided at the Foyer 

Montfortain at Calvaire de Pontchâteau. 

In January 2004, he joined the Montfortian 

Community of the Tombe Issoire in Paris XIV. 

 

On May 16, 2005, he was appointed Assistant 

General of the Congregation in Rome. 

In 2011, he became Provincial of France followed 

by a second term in 2017. 

 

It should be added that he has provided retreats 

and conferences on Montfortian Spirituality all 

over the world. He even wrote a book entitled: 

"Grignion de Montfort, Wandering of 

the Pilgrim"  in collaboration with the 

Chabotterie of the General Council of the 

Department of Vendée. 

 

Personally, I take the liberty of saying: Olivier, you 

have remained a simple man, very accessible, 

who does not make noise but who moves 

forward. Everywhere you went, even quickly, you 

marked people. In your retreats and conferences, 

you did not use "complicated words" but words 

that everyone could understand. All the 

testimonies show it. 
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You know, Olivier, I will miss you because with you in the trips to South America where we visited the 

missionary teams, I translated you and when it came to conversations with people, you were able to pick 

me up with kindness to clarify a detail that I had forgotten or poorly translated. 

 

At the table, I and the whole community will miss your jokes. 

 

But we have to move forward without being discouraged, but you know that, I often say, you are not 

going to be paid for doing nothing in the Father's house. We are counting on you to give us the strength 

to continue what you started. And now begins the Montfortian Mission in Mexico. You have a lot of work 

on the board. 

 

Gabriel and Claudine for having such a son, Jérôme and Stéphane you can be proud of your brother. 

Olivier, may the Lord welcome you and bless us:  

All to Jesus thr ough Mary.  ʉ  

«Everywhere you went, even 

quickly,  

you marked people» 
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òLet us cross to the other sideó 

Ⱥ/Î ÔÈÁÔ ÄÁÙȟ ÁÓ ÅÖÅÎÉÎÇ ÄÒÅ× ÏÎȟ ÈÅ ÓÁÉÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅÍȟ Ȱ,ÅÔ ÕÓ ÃÒÏÓÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÓÉÄÅȱȻȢ 

Jesus invites his disciples to a new Easter. To cross to the other shore is to go towards the 

unknown ... Peter, the experienced fisherman, has already heard a lot about this other 

bank ... With these pagans, these unclean spirits! But he has confidence: he sets off 

followed by many other boats ... 

 

For him, that day will not be like the others. Without knowing why, a violent storm like 

he has never seen before arises. Fear overwhelms him and his companions ... 

Homily of Father Robert CHAPOTTE, 

Vice Provincial of the Montfort Missionaries, France  

 

Homily  
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ά²Ƙȅ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǘŜǊǊƛŦƛŜŘΚ  

5ƻ ȅƻǳ ƴƻǘ ȅŜǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŦŀƛǘƘΚέ 

!ÎÄ ÈÅ ×ÁËÅÓ ÕÐ ÔÈÅ ÓÌÅÅÐÉÎÇ *ÅÓÕÓȟ ÃÒÙÉÎÇȡ Ȱ4ÅÁÃÈÅÒȟ ÄÏ ÙÏÕ ÎÏÔ ÃÁÒÅ ÔÈÁÔ ×Å ÁÒÅ 

ÐÅÒÉÓÈÉÎÇȩȱ *ÅÓÕÓȟ Á×ÁËÅÎÅÄȟ ÓÁÉÄ ÔÏ ÈÉÍȟ ÁÆÔÅÒ ÈÁÖÉÎÇ ÓÉÌÅÎÃÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÏÒÍȡ Ȱ7ÈÙ ÁÒÅ ÙÏÕ 

ÔÅÒÒÉÆÉÅÄȩ $Ï ÙÏÕ ÎÏÔ ÙÅÔ ÈÁÖÅ ÆÁÉÔÈȩȱ 

 

Go to the other side? Live storms? Olivier knew this. He was talking about it. He 

confessed his fears in many of these shores that his missionary life gave him the 

opportunity to discover in Uganda, Africa, Haiti in particular, and here in Saint Laurent 

sur Sèvre, this Monday, August 9. 

 

Today, for him the other side, it was a new discovery of the Wisdom of God revealed in 

Jesus of Nazareth, it is peace, hope and charity. He discovered this Wisdom for himself, 

but like Father de Montfort, he wanted above all to consecrate his life to Him, to 

communicate Him to others. Thank you, Olivier.  ʉ  
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άIŜ ǘŀǳƎƘǘ aƻƴǘŦƻǊǘ 

a lot and his love for 

the poor. 

But he did not limit 

ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ǘƻ ǿƻǊŘǎέ 

Brother Jean-Paul MBENGUE, 

Assistant General of the Brothers of 

Saint Gabriel 

Father Luiz Augusto Stefani, Superior General, gave a very moving testimony at the 

ÂÅÇÉÎÎÉÎÇ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÆÕÎÅÒÁÌ ÍÁÓÓ ÆÏÒ &ÁÔÈÅÒ /ÌÉÖÉÅÒ ÏÎ !ÕÇÕÓÔ ΧΩȡ Ȱ4ÈÅ ÄÅÁÔÈ ÏÆ &ÁÔÈÅÒ 

Olivier provoked an explosion of solidarity. Never has the Montfortian family received 

so many messages". Fr. Reynaldo Bullas who runs the "Montfortian.info" site has a 

list of all the messages of sympathy and condolences that have come from a wide 

variety of people. They wrote their messages using the contact address on this site. Fr. 

Rey said that between the date of Fr. Olivier's death and his funeral, there was a huge 

spike in visitors to this international website. 

 

In addition, among so many messages addressed directly and individually to Fr. 

Luizinho, to the members of the General Council and to the members of the Provincial 

Council of France, there are also individual messages addressed to the Montfort 

Missionaries, to the Daughters of Wisdom and to the Brothers of Saint-Gabriel. These 

messages of affection come from people who know that these three Congregations 

form the same Montfortian Family. 

Funeral  
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What really interested me was what Brother Jean -Paul MBENGUE wrote, 

Assistant General of the Brothers of Saint Gabriel: he wrote his 

message to me and to Sister Antonella.  Of course, I transmitted the 

message to Father Luizinho and Father Reynaldo. 

 

I am not surprised, because Brother Jean-Paul, Sister Antonella and I - representing the 

three General Councils of the three Congregations of the Montfortian Family - have 

worked together to organize Montfortian International Formation (MIF). This session is a 

formation platform to deepen and share Montfortian spirituality by involving as 

participants Lay Associates from each of the three Congregations. And since the 

launch of the MIF in 2017, Fr. Olivier Maire was involved as a 

resource person.  
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In his message written on August 10, 2021, Brother Jean-Paul, who was then in Spain to visit the 

communities of the Brothers, wrote: Ȱ-ÁÙ ÈÅ ÒÅÓÔ ÉÎ ÐÅÁÃÅ ÁÎÄ ÌÉÇÈÔȦ ) ÔÈÉÎËȟ ÔÈÉÎË ÁÎÄ ÔÈÉÎË 

again! Sacred Gospel! Sacred life following Christ! If the logic of the Gospel isn't foolishness, 

then I don't know what it is. Foolisheness? yes, a madness, but the foolishness of love which is 

not lost in considerations but which acts. Father Olivier was consistent with himself. He taught 

a lot about Montfort and his love ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÐÏÏÒȢ "ÕÔ ÈÅ ÄÉÄ ÎÏÔ ÌÉÍÉÔ ÈÉÍÓÅÌÆ ÔÏ ×ÏÒÄÓ ȱȢ 

 

Then, on August 14, the day after Father Olivier's funeral, still from Spain, Brother Jean-Paul wrote 

to express his feelings - representing the community of Brothers in which he was present - after 

having attended the Mass of funeral broadcast by KTO. 

 

With his permission and in the spirit of the Montfortian fraternity, this message from Brother Jean-

Paul can be read below. Thank you, Brother Jean-Paul, for the expression of solidarity, fraternity 

and friendship in the Montfortian Family. 

 

Arnold SUHARDI SMM, from Rome  
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Hello. 

 

We are in La Aguilera (Aranda de Duero, Spain) on Friday 13/08/2021. It's 2 p.m. lunchtime. We try to eat 

quickly because at 2:30 p.m. the funeral mass of Father Olivier Maire, SMM will take place. I feel a little 

worried about the link to connect, which I quickly raise by inviting those who wish (all) to just type KTO 

in Google and there you are. 

 

Thank you to God and to the organizers of the funeral for Father Olivier Maire. 

 

It was very dignified, very prayerful, very moving. It was the first time that I saw the Basilica of Saint-

Laurent-sur-Sèvre in this light, lit with all its lights, haughty and beautiful, splendid. What a crowd! 

although, I suspect, everyone had to be vaccinated. What tributes, in particular that of Father Luizinio! I 

had to withdraw more than once to wash my face at the sink. Olivier deserved this well. 
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Below, just a few words heard at the table: 

 

- "What an event! It was grandiose" 

- "It was very well done, it was very beautiful" 

"All the gestures had their meaning, nothing was to chance" 

"We can't do better" 

"And brother Daniel in his natural, in sports clothes! He is the one we know" 

"His testimony is beautiful too" 

"Brother Yvan also did that well" 

"What about the family sticking their elbows around Olivier's coffin!" 

"There was even the Minister of the Interior, the gentleman with the beard. No, I corrected, rather the 

Minister of Justice, Keeper of the Seals" 

"The choir was not left out. It was really very beautiful" 

"The hymn of the «absout» was still a bit long, I think" 

"It was perfect" 

"Almost, because the microphone on the TV messed up every now and then." 

 

There, it was a bit of our thanksgiving to God this evening for his servant Olivier as well as for the 

wonders that He never ceases to accomplish. May His Name be blessed forever. 

May the soul of Father Olivier rest in peace through his mercy! 

 

Happy Feast of the Assumption. 

Jean -Paul  ʉ  


