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Am AssociationiCenternter

MOVEMENT OF MON
INFKENYA; EAST AFR

-

This sharing was received by the editor/of the bulletin at the end of
December’'2020: It is the fruit of the/collaboration /of the/ confreres
whoare present.and work: in Kenya. The Montfortian scholastic

community is:nowheaded by /Father Jacob’ Ombidi,'SMM who is [a
a member of the Council of the General Delegation: of Anglophone
Africa.

By Fr. JacaboQmbidi)iSMNMVI

Brief Historyvof the Association:iation

Montfortian Associates'Maovement in-Keny
is allay:movement.in which:itstmembers
live, share:and promote the spirituality of

total consecration to our Lord Jesusotigh | oMarsabit SOMALIA
the lhands of ourmother Mary as propose \
by St. ILeuis\Marie/de Montfort. ™ JK,E N Y Ao

O Eldoret = ; \//
In fact, it isa.group of lay people working | : Q Nakuru OMe}\,\ Gy ol j
alongside the Montfortian Congregation ir oz [ NySTi Q\‘ y
Kenya.and in:communion with alllother Lz ~ /\_NAIROBIE/ S \/
Montfortians worldwide. S (-
The Lay-associates habeen in existence r 7 \ 7 o~ ”»—%\df o
from 2006!but the growth:has been:slow /?” of eind
until 2019 when seven members joined ar r(h Nz e A?\w N/ SUGCT
this meantthat the number of members N
increased. b ( A e
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Development of mémbers Year -Year

Each year; with the.exception of this:year because of
Covid-19 pandemicthere have been new-members
(about 56) consecrating themselves/to Jesus through
Mary. However, thisinumber:has slowed .down due to
the effects of Covid 9 as there have beenfew
individuals who have consecrated themselves andjoi
the group/ Generallyhere are’ 25 active.memberswhc
regularly show:up for group:activities.

Formation-activitiesiprovided:toi the
Members

There'has been-asharing givenitoithe Lay Associate
every fourth-Saturday!of the:monthiat the-Montfortia
House' by.a Montfortian:priest ordiher. Additionally,
a half day retreat:or recollection:is also conducted by
Montfortian priest.at' the.same house twice a year.
Usually, this'has been at the beginning.of Advent
seasonand also-Lenten season as well.

Cwurrentetmt Coordiamat or
Mr. George \Montfort-Ndinika

Missionary o/ or Apostoliclactivities'i
executed:-by membersh

Therelhave been times whenmembers
pldrannieidiovt ahovsispscitidallv b oy
talk about vocation to:priesthood 'to be giver
by Montfortian'brothers:and priests.
Moreover, we'do apilgrimage to-Marian
Shrine.one ayear. Mostly, members have
beenito-Subukia/Marian Shrine as well as
Komarock ' Marian-Shrine.\Members.also
Perform works of Mercy: like visitingcdhomes
of the -aged or.orphanages. However, some
these programs have been;suspended due
Covid-19 pandemic.

«Mary is\wise:det us/place evenythingin henhanc
Shelkhows 'how to!dispose’ of:us andiallithat we
haveforthe greater/ glory of GofiEW 222)

Schedule! of regulanactivities

Monthly meetings at the!Montfortian.House where:members: pray and:listen together to arreflection
by a Montfortian priest orbrother! They discuss issues.concerning.the Association (in view of failure
well as:some acdvements:made). Priests hear confessions followed by the Eucharistic .celebration.
Members have lunchiand socialize::Some members participate in writing: articles! foatime: i
Vagabond magazine published by the Montfort-MissionaBieseral Delegationf Anglophone Africa.
Besides; members have also been participating firmly .on feast days especially: the 'ones highly-appr
by the 'Montfort family-suchas the-Assumption\of:Mary and the feast day 'of St. 'Louis(Marie Grignon

Montfort.
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Challenges-faced:

The major.challengerencountered from the-onset.of the group is:that we:have had-members comin
every year, consecrating themselves to Jesus through:thechands of Mary but:-members leave the g
other words;'the/challengeis that of maintaining neamimers. Additionally, observation -has beenmac
that there is poor attendance of some members:in:.our.monthly. meetings. Even though the: group h
than 20:members, it hasbeen observed that few: individuals:show wup:in some of the maonthly meeti
are oftencorganized. This has been the case with some old members who are not really active. It b
therefore difficult:to maintain.some:members.who-consecrate - themselves for;some:opt just to do
consecration butnot-necessarily joining the .group.

In spie of the/factthat Covid9 pandemic has negatively affected a number of activities:in this Lay
Assaciation group, we:-have still.maintained our-monthly meeting Via’ZOOM./This hasenabled us 1
touch with.one:another and strengthen eachr other iy pessible wayts




Jesus Living in Mary -N° 4 2, October

2021

Teaching: g

LuovieohiMc
Fanthe Po

By Fr. Olivier-Maires: SMIV\

This article is.a small part of the article written by Fr.;Olivier:Maire entitfed’H E
POOR AND/POYERTY\INTHE LIFE'OF LOUMA'R 1 VE V/(DEF OMIO N'T F1OR T
prubibdinsihierdil st /heeloooauar’ noadl ASpiri tual it

Before reading/this article; it is'good that we have three peoplein front of us. First,
Olivier Maire. Second; Lds-Marie de Montfort./Third,/ Jesus/Christ.\We put:Olivier in
the forefront’because he is,ourcontemporary, while .-Mase is his:teacher who
taught’him’his behavior towards.the poor, as a disciple of:Jesus Christ,.and finally .
Christ who/is"commo 'S0 u fec €0 -Matieeamd @livierdviaire slrank./ Jesus
Christ is the root that transmits life to Lodidarie and Qlivier,/He is/the:main reason
why Montfort.and Olivier have a love for.the poor.

Concerning'Maontfort; the spiritual master of Olivier:Mai our spiritual master to all of
us, we’'heard what /Brother.Daniel Busnel said during the funeral mass/of Father Oli
Daniel said: "You were a disciple of Father de Montfort, you.drew from:our/founder
dynamism tormake:charity your rule/of life’. 3 bharity is:.something that. animated
Olivier in his decision/that he made; with his;community,.to.welcome;pilgrims, the
homeless and .the poor, inour:house in.Saint LatsanSeévre.

Brother Daniel:said that charity was:the rule/of life for.a discipl&aint L.ouisMarie de
Montfort, because it was written in.the Rule left'to the Missionaries by Montfort. Thi
also said'by Father Luizinho;.Superior General of the: Montfort Missionaries; who qt
the writings: of\Montfort. on how: his/missionaries skidive their lives in relation to'the
poor. Here are the articles of the:Rule written by, Montfort.
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«Their chaity to one another will be full/of attention.and good will,/and they v
look for opportunities.to'do.one;anothera good.turn..It willbe/marked: by mu
respect which brings:them to give precedence to others and by:patience wh
will enable them:to beavith one another's faults.

This queen of all the virtues is the.queen and superior:.who governs the Con
with her golden sceptre. She is itsHifiood, the bond which holds:it.together al
its guardian; pride, seltonceit.and seléeeking beingbashed fromit. ' Cross
the threshold, lifegi i v ivvnigiondvovie . rei gns within.'
Be it during/the time of their. missions or not, the poor are to be:the especial
objects of their care! They:must never refuse to help them, materially when
possible,and spiritually; ewn if they:.say only.one Hail Mary.

After each catechetical instruction, they will provide a:meal.forall the poor o
parish who'have attended the instruction’and every:morning and evening th
will bring one of them in to.eat at.their/table» ' (RV49).

In view of what happened to: Father Olivier, Brother J&aul MBENGUE, Assistant
General of the'Brothers/ of Sai®abriel, in his:message that he sentto.me on:August
200/2v10j0 Wirho /e i Frat -htevith hidelf, Ma taught' Moatfert adobamd h
loo viehe foo iy tehienorporam o/ Bt hiecrdiiods imodtr | 1om
Montfort and’his'love forthe poor.Let us now see only one part:of Father Qlivier's al
on this:subject.

Arnald'SUHARDI
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1. The<formation iperiod:-of young
Louis=-Marie:de Montfort

Already in the years1688692, when LouidMarie
was:a:student at the-Jesuit'college in'Rennes, the
poor were part of his waorld, with.something
personal: study:and . commitment in the spiritual lif

«The timewhich the pious student did not
spend in:studyingor praying he .devoted to
visiting the poor orto drawing: or:painting.
Days off afforded:himmore:time to be
devoted to pious-exercises and-he sanctifie
them'by visiting hospitalsrand calling on the
more piais jpriests; his greatest joy.eventhe
was to talk:about. God or to listen;to people
talking of Him» (Blain‘5).

;; HESRANPN G &

(7] ,}‘*J,,.g f}

Taking care of'the poor, with visits to-the:-hospice
elsewhere; was therefore part lof the formation fo
more authentic Christian life, in association
which brought together several young people-un
the direction of lthe priest: Julien Bellier, the-one
who will exercise a great influence on the life of
Louis-Marie. He testified to this himself in'1719, i
a letterito. Grandet:

«Louis Grignion.was one! of the foremaost'a
mostregularin his:attendance;'and in
passing on:to others:the practice of Christi
and clerical virtues taughtthere: Thispries
used to:send them:after-the talks on:days
in-twos :and threes, to serve {h@or inithe
General Hospital .and the Hospital for
Incurables) by reading to them some good
book during theirmeal and:teaching them f
catechism afterwards.oLouis never failed tc
carry out these exercises.

One day hisimother, who had come to
Rennes towals the end of his/Physics year
was inithe-St\ Yves Hospital to-visit-the!sicl
when she recognised-a poorwoman and
asked herwho:had procureda place for he
thihcelhcevomaTrhhled woman <or. e
Madame, who obtained forme entrance to
this placeand'had me transported hereiin a
chhraii r o e .

«The poorwere partiof his
world, withssomething
personal:studyand
commitmentrin the spinitue
life»
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Piety and service to the poor are.inseparable, because charity does not only concern the material as|
thelife of the spirit/(catechism, spiritual. reading). Christian life-thus conceived does: not/suffer fromdc
(souland body), but is divided:into harmonious bipolarity: Service to.the poor:is:-not.seenas amindivi
private exercise; but:as alcolige work, carried out for a received mission, forming part of i what today \
call associative life.
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2. Torestore last dighity ¢

During this period of formation.in Rennes; some
essential features of Louis:Marie's love for the:pc
appear.

«His great-piety had sofar beenwvery
inconspicuous but itthecame known-after h
had performed a charitable action.of.a very
odd kind.(One)of higellow-students:was so
poor and:so'shabbily dressed that.he was |
laughingstockofithe wholeschoolandhad
to bear theinmockery:ln-order torget him
some decent/clothes] M. Grignioniturned
beggar for his sake and:was not.ashamed
ask for:alms fronhis fellow-students:in
order to-supply/the needs 'of his.companior
(Blain 8).

By offering a:tunic to his 'classmate, Lolkrie
restores: a lost:dignity) We know how much-a nev
garment is par excellence the element of
appearance; of fashion;and therefofrsocial
approval in.allits:aspects; itinot only/hides the
shame ofnudity orlower class;but gives honor a
dignity, and-signals social belonging, with-our
relative reactions (cf..James.24® The act of
charity is-seen-as:a manifestation of pigtying
beyond an authentic spiritual life.-Here appears tl
singularity .of .a-gesture .and a:reaction that some
may consider excessive, faced 'with.an.unaccept:

situation: poverty.which:arouses:conte¢rapd
derision. LouisMarie ispushed outside himself
(ex-stasis of excess) by a love thatis/both
emotional-and effective -forrone of:his "brother:
He accepts/the humiliatiom and is not.ashame:
share his/'shame. it is.the expression:of univer
brothehood-and solidarity with the poor; a
charity whichiis not only thelaltruism of.the
humanthorizon; itis deeply rooted:in the
dynamism of therincarnation. Like Jesus Chris
Louis-Marie was not ashamed tolcall the poor
peepa poehc whoomd hrethca fdep Heb ¢
2:11). lLike (ChristWisdom, Wontfort is touched
to the'heart by the: misfortune of the poor, he
listensito theirrmoaning voicesand hears:their
cries,drownediin theimockery of others (cf.
LEW 41). Heccannotaccept that the image of
God isdisfigurd and torn; nor that his dignity i
broken.'Montfort's:philanthropy goes to exces:
(cf. Sg 7,23; LEW!45,64), because dignity
cannot be restored to.the poor!witheut sharing
their humiliations."You have to feel chained to
truly free the slave: «Torbreakmochains, / He
was 'bound: himself /' He took: on our sufferings
To give wus! His pleasures andiriches» (H 64, 5




Jesus Living in Mary -N° 4 2, October 2021

Louis-Marie also tells:us that we cannot help ffoor-alone: he -asked for the charity: of his other

companions and.that of the tailor, when-he brought the poor student before him: «Thisis :my:brother
yours. [I'have collected asimuch money as | could from/my: classmates to get-him-a decent sistnibtha
enough it is for, you tosupply the-rest»(Blain 4). Aid is a collective .endeavor; charity begets charity. |
of the poor needs the courage to-takeresponsibility; for-oneself and toovercome the:fear.aroused: by
and by the dlooks iof otherbontfort became a beggar to:meet the needs of the poor:he shared:his pov
and, in;poverty}, he:gave thepoor back their dignity. While; curiously, therich, when they are generot
in turn humiliated by/those around them. This is:whenlyou hakentwhw. hso wii teon't ishacy”’, A

3. Aibeggar:brother for the paor

It was iin'his.own poverty that LouMarie found The choice in favor of the poor is not ideoloai It
treasures for the poor; much moreithan:if hé ha is a.choicelthat.comes from:the heart;aninclinatic
had-arich heritage: Blain-also reports that, as a an attraction; which has nolother law:than that of
seminarian.at Sbulpice, Montfort.ased the love, according to the Gospel. It:is an imitation of
charitable ecclesiastics of.the.community foralr  the choice:made by Jesus:Christ: «Evangelizare
to help:the poor; especially poor priests] and oft  pauperibus misit me Dominus» (He has atesmme
did not reserve anything for himself (cf..Blain)31 to bring glad tidings:to the poeik 4:18: taken.up
What lherreceived only.passed throughhisthanc = by Montfort in thelRules: forhis:missionaries, 'n. 7)
he was a:médiatorand.channel-of.gracangito A choicethat:has!always guided the apostolate ol
some what he received from others..«He could Louis-Marie.

justifiably be called'the mendicant of the poor,

because he wasa mendicant:all his life. All that
belonged to him belonged to-the paupers. He ki
the money.and'clothes he received anlyluntil sc
opporunity arose of giving' them, to the needy»
(Blain 32); this.expression in.a:way: recalls the
«Totus tuus ego.sumy and:omnia:mea: tua sunt
am all yours:and'all l:have is yourd D 233), the
total surrendering to-Jesus through:Mary..He nc
only gave.what hesceived, but he .even gave
what lherneeded, to the point-of stripping himsel
for the 'henefit of the poor.

«t was inthis)own povertythe
LouisMarie found treasures
for the poor; muchimeore:than

«Moreover, his sermons:werenot:meant fol
fastidious;peopleand: he didnotveao resort
to a;polished stylerand studied gestures to
avoid offending the ears of refined critical
listeners;.albhisiambition and-his - most ferve
wish was to:address the poorest and.those
who werelleast:.cared for. His:zeal prompte«
him to care for'thee that were left-aside; he
tried to lbring togethern such people-as.chimt
sweeps;tramps and vagrants; after.he had
gathered/them together,; he gave them the
bread: of the:word of God, being-always
careful toimitate: his divine ' Madel 71252/
whosefollowersiad listeners.were:mostly
poor ordinary people» (Blain'LVII[, 251
252).

This properlyrmessianic option is:-the seal which
authenticates the apostoliciconduct ofiMontfort, t
friend of the;poor.

>T o [ <

he lhad had arichcheritage
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«He always had a tenderspotin hisrheart/forthe poor anohéleprivileged and they were also hi
favourites inthis apostolic work;) they-were always the first.object-of hisizeal; those among!ther
were the mostunfortunate and the-most repellent were those whom hedoved best. He sought
most.encouragingords to.comfort'them. He was ready to:do:anything to help them.He who w
poor also:and-as poor as any of them;, taught them ta love from necessity: a condition-which he

from choice .and charity] He taught them to.endure it with patience.if the yatuous enough
(¢
\

288-289).

The list of initiatives to comto the aid of the poor is long: common meal in Providence during missiot
foundation of hospitals or their reform, creation of popular schools ... In a letter of 1718, the Jesuit
Préfontaine wrote:

«The poor especially, and the country folk, were thesamong whom he worked most willingly. |
was to them that he sometimes said he was sent, and for whose salvation he believed himsel
responsible. He also had a wonderful talent for winning them and inspiring in them all the sent
he wanted. These gd people were attached to him. They looked on him as a saint, and when |
one parishto go to another, they would follow him in droves, tears in their eyes, thinking that i
losing him they had lost everything. Seeing Jesus Christ through the dgik of the person of the
poor, the lengths to which his charity would go in their regard is unimaginable. In all his missic
they followed him in droves, and no matter how many they were, his charity would find ways t
supply all their needs. He fedettm and he clothed them. His tenderness towards them and his
compassion communicated themselves to all those who approached him and inspired them w
sentiments like his own. His example drew everyone, and each person would make it their ple
and theirduty to contribute to his.works of mercy: some by their generous gifts, others by the v
of their own hands. For Monsieur de Montfort had a special talent, on these occasions, for ma
the different ways of doing good to the poor that an inger@uistian charity can devise, count fo
something. If he exhorted everyone to love the poor, he was the first to give the good example
have seen him, more than once, go into a crowd of beggars to pick out the most dirty and disc¢
take him bythe hand and lead him with him to sit down at table beside him in the highest place
him before everyone else with the best morsels, and then, at the end of the meal, embrace hir
taking him to the door himself, send him off with a consideralbfs.aThis was his custom every
day, and in all the missions | saw him give, whether in Nantes or elsewhere. Poor himself in h
person, he wore nothing that he had not obtained through charity » (Grandet3}46

«He always had a tender spot in his iid¢ar the poor and
the underprivileged and they were also his favourites in |
apostolic work; they were always the first object of his ze
those among them who were the most unfortunate and ti
most repellent were those whom he loved best

ST <




