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Association Centers 

Indabo za Mariya 

(The Flowers of Mary)  

By Brother Jean Chrysostome 

Rurangirwa, SG  

Director of the Association 

Mary Queen of All Hearts in 

Rwanda  

Here is the annual report of the 

spiritual group "Indabo za 

Mariya" (The Flowers of Mary) 

for the year 2020. This group is 

part of the Association Mary 

Queen of All Hearts. 

1. Brief history  

 

It was following the apparitions of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary, «Mother of the Word», in Kibeho-Rwanda (from 

28/11/1981 to 28/11/1989) that the «Indabo za Mariya» 

group was born. At Christmas 2004, a Christian from 

Kigali, Madame Emerita Mukayiranga, had the idea of 

making monthly visits to Kibeho, place of the apparitions of 

the Virgin Mary «Mother of the Word» and proposed her 

idea to others. Since then, pilgrimages have been organized 

to Kibeho, except during this period of Covid-19. 

 

As the first members of the group were having a 

thanksgiving Mass celebrated for their first anniversary of 

the pilgrimages to Kibeho, Father Anastase Nzabonimana, 

then parish priest of their Parish of Kacyiru, advised them 

to find a Marian spirituality capable of strengthening their 

faith in this process. It was Father Anastasius himself who 

asked the Brothers of Saint Gabriel to accompany this 

group. After their preparation, twenty-six (26) members 

made their Consecration to Jesus through Mary according 

to the method of Saint Louis-Marie Grignion de Montfort, 

on February 26, 2006. 

 

The «Indabo za Mariya» (The Flowers of Mary) spiritual 

group was established as the Rwandan Center of the 

Association Mary Queen of All Hearts on December 8, 

2009. 

 

On February 11, 2010, Brother Jean Chrysostome 

Rurangirwa, Brother of Saint Gabriel, was appointed 

spiritual animator of the group. 
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2. Coordination  

 

Emerita Mukayiranga is the coordinator (president) of the group. 

y 

At Christmas 2004, a Christian from Kigali, Madame Emerita Mukayiranga, had the 
idea of making monthly visits to Kibeho, place of the apparitions of the Virgin Mary 
«Mother of the Word» and proposed her idea to others. Since then, pilgrimages have been 
organized to Kibeho, except during this period of Covid-19. 



Jesus Living in Mary  -  N° 4 3 , Novembe r  2021  

 

4  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Formation  

  

Emphasis on the following main axes: 

a. Call to live the vocation to holiness common to all 

baptized; 

b. Call to make ñfamilyò within the Montfortian 

charismatic family; 

v. Constant reminder of the major themes of 

Montfortian spirituality: Mission, Cross, Jesus 

Incarnate Wisdom, Mary. 

d. Pilgrimages; 

e. Message from Mary Mother of the Word delivered 

in Kibeho; 

f. Current ecclesial theme (Reconciliation, Laudato 

Sì; Fratelli Tutti); 

g. Preparation process for Consecration. 

 

4. Requests:  

 

a. In order to get to know each other better, we 

would like to have formation visits to our Center, on 

the part of those in charge of the Association Mary 

Queen of All Hearts; 

b. We should study how to promote mutual 

knowledge of the groups that make up the 

Association Mary Queen of All Hearts by 

exchanging each other's experiences; 

c. Consider a distinctive badge (emblem) for all 

members of the Association. 

5. Group activities in 2020  

 

In general, the life of the spiritual group "Indabo 

za Mariya" (The Flowers of Mary) during this 

year 2020 has been disrupted by the COVID-19 

pandemic.  

Even if some members claim to have taken 

advantage of the period of confinement to 

meditate and pray more on a personal level, it 

must be admitted that the community life of the 

whole group has been considerably affected by 

these difficult times caused by the Covid-19. 

 

Among the activities disrupted by this pandemic 

are: 

a. The monthly pilgrimages that the group "The 

Flowers of Mary" made every last Sunday of the 

month to the Shrine of Our Lady of Kibeho. 

b. Physical meetings (general assemblies, 

meetings of various commissions, committee 

meetings, and others). 

c. The preparation of the Consecration to Jesus 

through Mary for the new members and the 

renewal of the Consecration for the old ones. 

d. Social activities within the group and outside 

(e.g. visiting patients in hospitals or homes, 

visiting members of bereaved groups or other 

social cases, etc.) 

 

Even if these activities were handicapped in their 

normal and usual course, it must be recognized 

that the members of the group did not give up 

completely. At the social level, a minimum 

service was organized and carried out by small 

groups while respecting the measures taken by the 

authorities to avoid contamination and the spread 

of Covid-19. So there were visits to members 

who were in need. 

y 
In order to get to know each other better, we 
would like to have formation visits to our 
Center, on the part of those in charge of the 
Association Mary Queen of All Hearts 
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At the spiritual level, those responsible, especially 

spiritual (Chaplain, brother spiritual animator, 

president ...) tried to do everything possible to keep 

the group in the spirit of prayer, especially during 

the period of total confinement. 

 

An example: One of the group's spiritual endeavors 

is therefore the pilgrimage that the group makes 

every last Sunday of the month to the Shrine of Our 

Lady of Kibeho. However, given the health 

measures taken by the country's authorities, 

including the restriction of travel, both abroad and 

within the country, the group could not continue to 

do (physically) these pilgrimages. Nevertheless, the 

group did not give up the beautiful habit of this 

common prayer. The commission in charge of 

spirituality made sure that this prayer / habit did not 

stop. Those responsible for this commission used 

social networks (in particular the Whatsapp 

network) to continue to maintain this link through 

prayer.  

 

Thus every last Saturday of the month (the day 

before the pilgrimage), the persons in charge of the 

said commission communicated to the whole group 

the program of the pilgrimage. Thus each member 

could follow this program at home, but in a new 

atmosphere of spiritual communion despite the 

distance. It was in union of hearts that the members 

spent the days of the last Sunday of the month (days 

normally dedicated to pilgrimages). 

During this period of confinement (especially 

partial confinement), the "Flowers of Mary" group 

undertook other activities such as: 

a. Programs on «Pacis TV» (channel of the Catholic 

Church in Rwanda) hosted by members of the 

group. 

b. Teachings intended for the members of the group 

to keep them in the movement of prayer (teachings 

given by the spiritual leaders: the chaplain, the 

brother spiritual animator ...). 

c. Other communications, via Whatsapp, aimed at 

making up for the lack of regular encounters. 

d. At the level of the different parishes, the 

members were able to meet in prayer. The prayer 

intentions were almost the same in all the groups, 

namely: prayers for the sick (especially those of 

Covid-19), prayer for the whole world (especially 

for the eradication of the Covid-19 pandemic), 

without forgetting the universal intentions of the 

Supreme Pontiff. 

 

At the beginning of October 2020, there was a 

slight slackening in terms of travel (by bus) within 

the country which allowed some members of the 

group "The Flowers of Mary" to make a pilgrimage 

on October 7, 2020 (feast of Our Lady of the Holy 

Rosary), at the Kibeho Shrine. And since then, 

following the official opening of places of worship, 

other groups, in reduced numbers, have been able to 

resume pilgrimages as they do every Sunday. 

 

Regarding the Consecration, it could 

not take place, as planned, but this 

was an opportunity for the new ones 

to better mature their preparation and 

their decision while continuing to 

prepare themselves int ernally.  

y 

Even if these activities were handicapped in 
their normal and usual course, it must be 
recognized that the members of the group did 
not give up completely. 
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Meetings with many members could not take place, 

but important communications were made via social 

media (especially Whatsapp). Committee meetings 

have been reduced but not completely eliminated. 

Committee members continued to communicate by 

telephone and met when conditions permitted.  

But it should be noted that currently, since the last 

months of the end of 2020, the situation has 

improved and small groups (e.g. the heads of 

commissions and the committee) can meet to 

discuss urgent matters.  

 

Here we can cite the example of the meeting of 15 

November 2020 with the Brothers of Saint Gabriel, 

in order to prepare the anniversary celebration of the 

apparitions of Kibeho. 

In short, it is in these conditions that the members 

of the group «The Flowers of Mary» continue to 

carry out their activities by giving thanks to God 

for this glimmer of hope which looms on the 

horizon, while hoping that everything will fit into 

order, that this pandemic will be conquered and 

that they will again be able to have plenary 

meetings as before. 

 

LIST OF MEMBERS OF «INDABO ZA 

MARIYA»: 2006: 26; 2007: 8; 2008: 11; 2009: 

13; 2010: 10; 2011: 10; 2012: 6; 2013: 13; 2014: 

9; 2015: 5; 2016: 3; 2017: 2; 2018: 12; 2019: 10. 

 

Total:  138  members .   ʉ
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Association Mary Queen 

of All Hearts  in  

Madagascar 
By Father Jean  Claude 

RAMANDRAIVONONA , 

Director of the Association 

Mary Queen of All Hearts of 

Madagascar  

 

February 02, 2003: The Association had its first 

existence in Toamasina. It was therefore in that 

year, the month of September 2003, more precisely 

on September 8 to 14, 2003 that a General 

Assembly was held composed of the three 

Congregations, that is to say the Daughters of 

Wisdom, the Montfortian Brothers of Saint Gabriel 

and the Company of Mary, under the theme: 

ñTogether loving, living and proclaiming Wisdomò. 

Members were increasing in number, but were not 

overly consistent. We have always kept this 

meeting date every two years, in September, and it 

is constantly set at the end of the Baccalaureate 

exam. 

 

November 04 to 07, 2005: General Assembly in 

Antananarivo, at the Daughters of Wisdom. The 

chosen theme was: "The Role of the Laity in the 

Church and Poverty according to Montfort". 

 

September 12, 2006: The commitment was more 

accentuated because eight members were present in 

Andraisoro. We had the first Consecration to Jesus 

through Mary. 

 

September 03 to 09, 2007: General Assembly in 

Mahajanga, at the Montfort Brothers of Saint 

Gabriel. The theme was ñChristian Life and 

Wisdom, the Laity and the Crossò. 

1. HISTORY AND MEMBERS  

 

a). History  

 

With Fathers Claude BOICHUT and Carlo BERTON, 

Mrs. Mi RAKOTOARISOA Robinson Claudine 

Romaine received help for her Christian journey in 

Andraisoro, Antananarivo. She had good preparation 

with the Fathers and could enter the Montfortian 

Association, thanks to the good support received from 

the Fathers. In 1990, she was under the spiritual 

direction of Father Claude Boichut. 

 

1990 - 2000: We prepared ourselves spiritually, with 

several Montfort Fathers; among others with Father 

Carlo BERTON. 

 

March 02, 2002: First meeting in Andraisoro with 

Father Crescent RAFAMANTANANTSOA. We were 

already 82 in number, 40 couples and two singles. 
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September 14 to 21, 2009: General Assembly in 

Mahanoro at the Daughters of Wisdom. The theme was 

"Lord, teach us to pray - The Role of the Blessed 

Virgin Mary in the History of the Salvation of the 

World". 

 

At that moment, we made the decision that each 

Congregation should receive such an assembly and not 

just the Daughters of Wisdom and the Montfortian 

Brothers of Saint Gabriel. We therefore noticed the 

lack of interest shown in our meetings on the part of 

the congregation of the Company of Mary. So comes 

the Assembly in Anivorano, at the pastoral place of the 

latter, in 2011. 

 

September 5 to 12, 2011: General Assembly in 

Anivorano at the SMM. The theme was: ñMontfort 

Charism and Spirituality. The Cross according to 

Montfortò. 

August 28 to September 04, 2013: General 

Assembly in Fandriana, at the Daughters of 

Wisdom. The theme was: "Baptism according 

to Montfort, the present faith and sects, 

Christian life and poverty". The Superiors of 

the three Congregations were present, it was 

the first time. 

 

2015: Tercentenary. 

 

September 05 to 12, 2016: Closing of the 

tercentenary in Mahajanga, place of work of 

the Brothers of Saint Gabriel, during which 

there were 6 new members of Tamatave who 

presented themselves for Consecration: three 

coming from the Parish of St. Thérèse in 

Salazamay and three from Sacred Heart in 

Antanambao V, without forgetting the renewal 

of the Consecration. 
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The themes are divided according to the age of the 

participants: Mercy, Montfort Spirituality and the 

Biography of Father de Montforté If, at the 

beginning, the commitment of the priests or the 

Fathers of the Company of Mary was very weak, after 

Mahajanga, there was renewed interest and 

participation multiplied with serious engagement. As 

a result, the membership has increased, especially in 

Andraisoro. 

 

For the year 2019, the General Assembly could not be 

carried out, because of the school program in 

Madagascar; but an Assembly of the Association 

Mary Queen of All Hearts (AMQAH) should be 

noted: it took place in Salazamay, Toamasina, from 

October 29 until November 1, 2019, on the occasion 

of the perpetual vows of two Montfortians. 

 

So from October 29 to November 01, 

2019: Montfortian gathering for the 

laity or the AMQAH in Salazamay, 

Toamasina. It was officially at that 

time that the Association was 

recogn ized under the name: 

«Association Mary Queen of All Hearts» 

(AMQAH) or «Fangavagna Montfortana 

Malagasy» (FMM).  

 

March 21, 2020: The arrival of COVID-19. 

 

 

b). Members at this time:  

 

Andraisoro: 20; Antsobolo: 50; Toamasina: 52; 

Brickaville: 19; Maromamy: 16.  

Total: 157 members.  

 

The Statutes are already drawn up, but we have to 

wait to explain them to all the members, because of 

covid-19, and specify the list of members. 

2. ACTIVITIES  

 

a. Formation 

b. Details of the identity of the Association; 

c. Knowing and understanding Montfort; 

d. Deepening of Montfort's works such as: TD, 

LEW, SM; 

e. Connecting the AMQAH with the Church 

(local parish); 

f. Re-insistence on the life of Baptism, Mary and 

the Cross; 

g. Recollection during peak times; 

h. Rosary among members, in turn, once a month; 

i. Especially for Andraisoro and Antsobolo, 

adoption of a pilgrimage movement, with a long 

walk and a common rosary, during Lent, always 

ending with the Stations of the Cross; 
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3. PROJECTS IN THE FUTURE  

 

a. Meeting of representatives of each province; it is 

already under development; 

b. Edition and publication of the book ñFollowing 

Jesus Christ with Maryò, translated into Malagasy; 

c. Editing and publication of the Statute containing 

the list of members; while waiting to have, at the 

same time, the explanations for the members. 

 

4. CHALLENGES  

 

a. Gathering of members, in one place, for better 

sharing. We know that a financial problem could 

surely hamper this project; 

b. Increase the number of members, knowing 

moreover that the strict directives of the Bishops 

prevent the double integration of members of 

another Association. 

j. Engagement pastoral, comme la catéchèse, pour 

chaque membre ; 

k. 2004-2007: Catéchèse et approvisionnement en 

nourriture aux prisonniers. Mais malheureusement, 

cette catéchèse a dû être arrêtée à cause de 

lôaccessibilit® limit®e et difficile au sein de la 

prison. Mais lôactivit® dô®quipement et 

approvisionnement a pu continuer. Et pour le 

moment, seule la maison de charité est en 

bénéficie, même durant ce covid-19 ; 

l. Soutien apporté aux jeunes postulants 

dôAndraisoro-Antananarivo par une cotisation 

mensuelle et aussi par des opérations de 

renforcement de caisse, annuellement, pour 

Toamasina, pour les pré-postulants. 

m. Meilleure volonté possible de la part de chacun 

: par exemple, la justice exige de réagir contre la 

corruption et dôaider les gens ¨ savoir la v®rit® sur 

les méfaits la prison. Il y a aussi la CARITAS. 

Dorénavant, on soutient les jeunes Montfortains en 

formation (postulants) à Antananarivo ; 

n. Rassemblement ¨ lôoccasion dôun ®v¯nement 

tr¯s marqu®, tel que les vîux perp®tuels, la pr°trise 

ou le diaconat ; 

o. Union dans le deuil ou la joie ; 

p. Pendant le covid-19 : 

Á Sensibilisation ¨ distance sur lôAssociation et la 

vie en tant que chrétien(ne) ;  

° Unité dans le malheur ; 

° Séances de préparation pour les membres se 

préparant au renouvellement et aux engagements 

directs ;  

Á C®l®bration des f°tes, dôune mani¯re simple, pour 

chaque entité ou groupe ;  

° Contact à conserver soudé, malgré les éventuelles 

impossibilités ;  

° Correspondance soutenue par les nouvelles et 

informations, de même la relation avec le directeur 

spirituel. 
 


