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By Fr. Giovanni Personeni, SMM, 

from Trinitapoli  

ñThe Association of Mary Queen of Heartsò in 

Trinitapoli, Province of Barletta-Andria-Trani in 

the Region of Puglia, Italy, has an absolute novelty: 

among its members, some observe the vows, while 

choosing to live in the midst of society, but in a 

more direct and tangible commitment through the 

Association and in the mission with the Montfortian 

Family. This is made possible by the present 

Statutes of the Association, articles 11-12. Another 

peculiarity: the members of the Center carry out 

evangelization with the help of songs and music. Of 

course, this is one of the most effective missionary 

tools for reaching people's hearts. Was this not the 

same means that Father de Montfort used in his 

missionary work, by composing 164 Spiritual-

Missionary Canticles, to renew the Christian spirit 

of the people as expressed in the promises of Holy 

Baptism? It is therefore necessary to read this 

sharing of the missionary life of one of the most 

dynamic Centers of the Association today. We 

received this sharing from Father Giovanni 

Personeni, Spiritual Director of this Regional 

Center, at the end of February 2021. 

Wish you a happy reading. 

1. Brief h istory of the Association in 

Trinitapoli  

 

It was in 1981 that, in the heart of a young 

woman from Trinitapoli, the desire 

was born to pray to the Heavenly 

Mother with the Rosary  during a long 

hospital stay, therefore in contact with suffering and 

the sick. Thus was born the first of the Marian 

cenacles which, from then on, would have gathered 

many souls within his house. 

 

The foundations of this Movement òWith 

Mary to Jesusó were built around listening to 

the Word of God, Eucharistic celebrations, personal 

prayer, Eucharistic adoration and formative 

catechesis, in community moments where we have 

grown together in humility, in service and charity 

towards the poor. Some young people, then, within 

the movement, attracted by the simplicity and the 

witness of this Marian way, devoted themselves to 

evangelization in the parishes of the diocese, in the 

prisons, hospitals, orphanages and squares. Then, 

within the Movement, an evangelizing musical 

group òSailing Heartsó (in Italian: Cuori 

Naviganti) was born. 
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In 1999, during a pilgrimage to Medjugorje, we 

met Father Michele Filipoviľ, smm, 

Montfort priest in Zagreb.  

 

He was the first priest to initiate us into 

Montfortian spirituality ... It will be he who will 

put us in contact with the community of Montfort 

Missionaries of Santeramo in Colle (Bari, Italy) 

who will henceforth follow the spiritual formation 

of the movement by being inspired of the spiritual 

heritage of Saint Louis-Marie de Montfort. 

 

The decisive stage of this communion of the spirit and 

mission with the Montfortian Congregation began in 

October 4, 2010, when the Superior General of the 

Montfort Missionaries recognized the Trinitapoli 

Movement as the Regional Center of the 

Mary Queen of Hearts Association, fully 

united to the Company of Mary founded 

by Saint Louis -Marie de Montfort, and 

which thus took the name  of 

Association Mary Queen of Hearts - 

Fraternity òTo Jesus through Maryó, 

with Father Giovanni Maria Personeni, 

smm  as spiritual director. In addition, on April 4, 

2012, the Association obtained the recognition and 

constitution of the òGroup of Associates with 

Vowsó. 

 

On a monthly basis, we all meet together in our 

monthly retreats led by the Montfort Missionaries. It is 

an opportunity and a privileged moment for listening 

to the Word, Christian formation and deepening of the 

spirituality. Lived under the sign of fraternity, the 

retreats constitute a moment of communion and 

sharing of life under the sign of faith. Each year, in 

addition to the usual meeting, we organize a regional 

gathering which is an occasion not only of formation 

but also of spiritual communion for the groups of the 

region who live this spirituality. 

The encounter with the òTreatise on True 

Devotion to Maryó by Saint Louis-Marie 

Grignion de Montfort revealed to us the 

importance of consecration to Jesus through Mary, 

enkindling the desire for an ever more total 

response to the love of God and by making us also 

grasp the urgency of the mission that awaits us & 

all of us, that is to say revealing to all the secret of 

holiness which can make the Immaculate 

Conception reign in the souls of men today, a 

ñtreasureò that we understand that we cannot 

keep hidden but that the world i s 

waiting for to find its way back to 

God.  
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Other leading missionary activities then joined the 

Association Center of Trinitapoli. Still in 

collaboration with the Company of Mary, the 

meeting with the Montfort Missionaries working in 

the ad extra mission marked the beginning of a 

larger commitment to the missions in Africa. After 

our visit to Malawi, with 15 of our young people led 

by Father Eugenio Cucchi, smm , then 

another visit to Brazil, we thus came to take care of 

more than 100 orphans adopted at a distance by our 

families. Wells were then built in Zambia and 

Malawi and finally, before returning to Italy, the 

evangelization group made itself available to 

popular missions by providing assistance to the 

Director, Father Eugenio Perico, smm.  

 

Now, after this journey, it is beautiful to admire the 

work of Mary, what she has built during these years, 

in us and with us, so that the Kingdom of her Son 

Jesus can be realized in each of his children. It is the 

presence of the Heavenly Mother that made us feel 

how important it is to know and love her Son, The 

Wisdom incarnate. This is why, more and more, and 

above all in the moments of The Holy Spirit and in 

the missionary action that we lead in obedience to 

Mary, we feel ourselves clothed by her in the 

splendid clothes of the firstborn and unique Son, 

Jesus Christ (VD 206).  

 

This is the experience of all those living today who, 

with the help of the Association, come to consecrate 

themselves to Jesus through Mary, according to the 

teachings of Montfort. 

y It is th e presence 

of the Heavenly 

Mother that made us 

feel how important it 

is to know and love 

her Son, The 

Wisdom incarnate. 

2. Development of membership from 

year to year. How many members are 

there currently?  

 

For about, 380 people, from the year of 2011, have 

completed the preparation process and arrived at 

Consecration by registering with the Association 

Mary Queen of hearts, Currently, the members of 

the Association have reached a total of 

3,823.  

 



Jesus Living in Mary  - N° 44, décembre 2021 

 

5  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Names of current coordinators  

 

The coordinators of the Center for Montfortian 

Spirituality of the Fraternity òTo Jesus 

through Maryó of the Association 

Mary Queen of hearts in Trinitapoli , 

currently are: 

 

- The Director of the Center: Fr . Giovanni 

Maria Personeni, SMM  

- Contact person: Anna De Girolamo  

4. What training activities are 

offered to the members?  

 

For all those who can join us, there will be a 

monthly retreat (one Sunday per month) at the 

Regional Center of Trinitapoli with biblical 

catechesis and Montfortian Marian spirituality, 

then prayer and animation. The retreat ends with 

the Eucharistic celebration.  

 

Those who are closer or who feel the need for 

more training in-depth have the option of coming 

on the Friday or Saturday preceding the monthly 

Sunday. There, they can listen to other catecheses, 

meet people, share the reading of the works of 

Saint Louis-Marie de Montfort. 

In addition, two one-day interregional conferences are 

organized each year. In the south of Puglia, since 

2011, and recently at the Sanctuary of the ñMadonna 

of Buoncamminoò in Altamura (Bari), this kind of 

conference there has seen the participation of at least 

700 people. And, from 2018, in the north, between 

Lombardy, Piedmont and Liguria, in Tortona, more 

precisely at the sanctuary of the ñMadonna of 

Guardiaò in Tortona (province of Alexandria, in 

Piedmont), about 250 people participated. Each of 

these conferences open with prayer and continues 

with three or four catechisms where testimonies, 

songs and prayer alternate. These Conferences end 

with the Eucharistic celebration and the renewal of the 

Act of Consecration. 

 

The three-day ñDays of Spiritualityò organized by the 

Montfort Missionaries in Loreto with catechesis, 

celebrations and renewal of the Act of Consecration 

constitute the annual national event. 

 

With the agreement of the parish priest, in the place, 

where the event of Consecration takes place, where 

the preparation course is held, there will be other 

meetings, monthly or any other, are carried out by the 

missionary who gives the initial formation or by 

another Montfort Missionary who is willing to make 

himself available. 
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Often, catechetical meetings also take place to deepen Montfortian spirituality. Each group, in 

addition, having the same mission as all the members of the Association, 

has a specific goal or mission of prayer or service and charity, chosen in 

agreement with the loc al priest. Each group is invited to have a monthly or weekly group 

prayer meetings. 
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Due to the pandemic, on the one hand all of this has suffered a significant reduction and a kind of 

transformation on the other hand. And as soon as regulations relaxed, where it was possible things were 

made possible, some works ended and others began. When this was not possible, routes were interrupted 

while waiting to resume. During this wait, the groups in preparation and those who have already achieved 

consecration continued their individual journey of prayer, taking into account the indications of the different 

dioceses and / or parishes. The Association's contact with each group and each 

individual member was ensured online, via whatsap groups.  Indeed, a whatsap means 

was set up for each process of Consecration and each consecrated group, also open to those who wished to 

be initiated into Montfortian spirituality. To each "group", texts are sent daily for reading and personal 

reflection. Youtube, Zoom and Strem Yard links are also sent for moments of live prayer: Eucharistic 

Adoration, the Holy Rosary, and Catechesis on the Consecration to Jesus through Mary, Montfortian 

Spirituality, the Novena of the Immaculate Conception, the Christmas Novena, etc. Also on Zoom, the 

weekly Lectio divina continued to take place in Trinitapoli. 

y And as soon as regulations relaxed, 

where it was possible things were made 

possible, some works ended and others began. 
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5. On behalf of the group what missionary or apostolic activities are carried 

out by members, both individually and collectively?  

 

The missionary activities that the members of the Association carry out, 

according to the availability and the charisms of each one, range from si mple 

witnessing in one's own state of life, to witnessing particular occasions such 

as catechetical meetings, retreats and conferences, up to the possibility of 

specific services such as volunteering in prisons or hospitals or nursing homes .  

 

Some members serve as focal points for individual groups. Others make themselves available to organize 

retreats and conferences of the Association or of the Congregation, or lend themselves to collaborating in the 

accomplishment of the parish missions of the Montfort Missionaries or to carry out a period of service at the 

"Totus Tuus" Center of Medjugorje. From the beginning, at this Regional Center, a group 

of members of  the Association offered their service of announcement by song, 

with shows, musicals and evangelistic concerts.  
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Currently, in a Covid situation, mainly during periods of confinement, it has not been possible to follow 

most of the apostolic activities of the Association as well as the volunteer services. In addition to 

intensifying personal prayer, consecrated laity therefore collaborate by 

making themselves available to organize the moments of prayer transmitted 

online.  
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The "Totus Tuus" Center of the Association Marie Reine des Cïurs in 

Medjugorje, continued to be open throughout the pandemic, to wel come 

pilgrims, especially those from Eastern Europe, but also remained open as 

place of prayer and study of spirituality, thanks to the members of the 

òGroup with the Vowsó and other voluntary members of the Association, 

from Italy and Poland.  

 

Their presence, always supported by a priest of the Company of Mary, ensures constant prayer for all the 

members of the Association, thus bringing to the feet of the ñQueen of Peaceò the prayer intentions 

which are constantly transmitted to the Center of Spirituality by all groups and by all Associates.  

 

In recent months, many situations of illness, pain and death have resonated in this house and in this place 

increasingly called to be the ñspiritual heartò of Europe and of the world. 
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6. Calendar of regular activities  

 

We can list: 

 

The three-ÄÁÙ Ȱ-ÏÎÔÆÏÒÔÉÁÎ 3ÐÉÒÉÔÕÁÌÉÔÙ $ÁÙÓȱ ÉÎ ,ÏÒÅÔÏ ÉÎ 3ÅÐÔÅÍÂÅÒȢ 

The annual one-day interregional conference in northern and southern Italy in June. Monthly 

retreat at the Regional Center of Trinitapoli, of 4 days. 

Weekly Lectio Divina at the Regional Center. 

The Holy Rosary and Eucharistic Adoration, the weekly and pastoral activities carried out in the 

parishes. 

Participation in the liturgical life of the Montfortian Family (recurrence of liturgical feasts and 

those specific to the Regional Center). 

Pilgrimages to Medjugorje. 

#ÁÔÅÃÈÅÔÉÃÁÌ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇÓ ÏÆ ÓÐÅÃÉÆÉÃ ÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÁÐÏÓÔÏÌÁÔÅ ÁÎÄ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ Ȱ'ÒÏÕÐ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ 6Ï×Óȱȟ 

& study groÕÐÓȣ 

Participation in parish missions organized in various regions of Italy. 
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7. Some of the challenges encountered  

 

a.  The challenge of the social context very conditioned by dechristianization, by the abandonment of the 

Christian faith and of the traditional religious practices, overcome through the prayer of the heart, with the 

witness and the proposal of the Montfortian spiritual journey. 

b.  The crisis of the Church itself caused by the diffusion of the spirit of the world and of modernism. 

Should the Church not courageously relaunch a coherent choice of Christian life from the rediscovering of 

her baptism? 

c.  The generalized situation of loneliness and individualism, the fashion for "doing everything by yourself" 

but also the danger of a religion sometimes reduced to intimism, by reducing portions of fraternity, 

teamwork and "To do together". 
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d.  The nihilistic culture and the economic and social crisis, while there is a joyful proposal for Christian life 

in the school of Mary which brought joy back to Cana. 

e.  The economic crisis which goes against mutual aid and aid to the poor in the Montfortian missions. 

f.  The crisis of volunteering, instead of going to rediscover the apostolic dimension of Montfortian 

Consecration. 

g.  The Covid 19 pandemic. Is it approached with the offering of pain in prayer by those who have fallen ill 

and with the care and charity of those who have not been affected? At the same time, has evangelism and the 

dissemination of spirituality through alternative online media been sufficiently exploited? 

 

y The cris is of the Church itself caused by 

the diffusion of the spirit of the world and of 

modernism. Should the Church not 

courageously relaunch a coherent choice of 

Christian life from the rediscovering of her 

baptism? 


