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While some people were speaking about how the temple 

was adorned with costly stones and votive offerings, he 

said, "All that you see here - the days will come when 

there will not be left a stone upon another stone that will 

not be thrown down." 

Then they asked him, "Teacher, when will this happen? 

And what sign will there be when all these things are 

about to happen?" 

He answered, "See that you not be deceived, for many 

will come in my name, saying, 'I am he,' and 'The time 

has come.' Do not follow them! 

When you hear of wars and insurrections, do not be 

terrified; for such things must happen first, but it will not 

immediately be the end." 

Then he said to them, "Nation will rise against nation, and 

kingdom against kingdom. There will be powerful 

earthquakes, famines, and plagues from place to place; 

and awesome sights and mighty signs will come from the 

sky. 

"Before all this happens, however, they will seize and persecute you, they will hand 

you over to the synagogues and to prisons, and they will have you led before kings 

and governors because of my name. It will lead to your giving testimony.  

Remember, you are not to prepare your defense beforehand, for I myself shall give 

you a wisdom in speaking that all your adversaries will be powerless to resist or 

refute.  

You will even be handed over by parents, brothers, relatives, and friends, and they will 

put some of you to death. You will be hated by all because of my name, but not a hair 

on your head will be destroyed.  

By your perseverance you will secure your lives." 

by Pierrette MAIGNÉ 

Biblical 

Lighting  
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At the end of this liturgical year, the Church offers us a 

discourse of Jesus in the "apocalyptic" style that may be 

somewhat disconcerting. 

"Apocalypse" is often understood in the sense of disaster 

while it means "revelation". So what is the Lord coming to 

reveal to us? 

 

"All that you see here - the days will come when there will 

not be left a stone upon another stone that will not be thrown 

down." 

Our world is passing, civilizations are mortal, the 

constructions of men, as glowing as they are, are not 

eternal: they are ascertainable facts, but what is most 

important is that God is always with us. If we put our trust in 

the fleeting things that are destined to disappear, in false 

values, we can live in fear but if we put our trust in God then 

we have nothing to fear.  

Since the coming of Jesus, the place of the presence of God 

is no longer the Stone Temple but itôs He who is the True 

Temple where the fullness of the Divinity dwells: the Word 

became flesh and lived among us. 

 

"Teacher, when will this happen?" Question that dwells in 

the hearts of men of all times; as the Apostles we would like 

to know and false prophets are constantly playing with the 

fears of men in predicting disasters and end times. Do not 

listen to them, Jesus warns you, do not be misled. 
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"Do not be terrified": whatever happens we are in the hand 
of God and it is to a trust that nothing shakes that we are 
invited, at every moment, in the daily life of our days. The 
Christian knows that nothing can separate him from the 
Love of God (cf Rm 8: 35-39). 
 
"They will seize and persecute you": the disciple is not above 
the master; to be a Christian, to follow Jesus, to live the 
Gospel is often in contradiction with the values of the world 
and this exposes us to hostility, criticism, persecution. To be 
a disciple is to follow a paschal way, path of death and 
resurrection. 
Let's stay the course, do not despair, God is at work today in 
our world. On this path we are not alone, Christ is the 
cornerstone on which we are built, the Holy Spirit is our 
strength and our defender. 
 

 
{ƻΣ ƭŜǘ ǳǎ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ WŜǎǳǎ ŜǾŜǊ ŎƭƻǎŜǊΣ ǎǘŀȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅΤ ƭŜǘΩǎ ŀǎƪ ǘƘƛǎ ƎǊŀŎŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ 
Virgin Mary "Mother of Divine Providence" whose memory is celebrated by the 
Montfortian Family on Saturday, November 16 this year. 
 
On this occasion we can reread the "Letter to the Members of the Company of 
Mary", n° 1-4 of Saint Louis Marie (in God Alone p. 431-436): "fear nothing 
whatsoever and sleep in peace in your Father's arms" (no. 4). 
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Opere 
Scritti spirituali;  
Traduzione, introduzioni e note: 
Efrem Assolari,  
Battista Cortinovis,  
Corrado Maggioni,  
Alfio Mandelli,  
Luciano Nembrini;  
Provincia Italiana Missionari 
Monfortani; Ancora Editrice; 
Milano; 2019; 748 pp. 

 
 
 
 

n September 2019, a new edition of the writings of Saint 
Louis-Marie Grignion Montfort was published in Italian.  
 
One of the striking novelties of this edition is the 
distribution of Montfort's writings in three parts, which we 
now show you in their entirety. 
 
 

I 
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PART I 

THE SPIRITUAL WRITER 
 

THE LOVE OF ETERNAL WISDOM 

TRUE DEVOTION TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN 

THE SECRET OF MARY 

LETTER TO THE FRIENDS OF THE CROSS 

THE SECRET OF THE ROSARY 

Supplement - METHODS FOR SAYING THE ROSARY 

PART II 

THE MISSIONARY 

 

LETTERS 

LETTER TO THE PEOPLE OF MONTBERNAGE 

THE COVENANT WITH GOD 

THE LITTLE CROWN OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN 

SERMONS (Selected texts from the Book of Sermons) 

RULE OF THE WHITE PENITENTS  

RULE OF THE FORTY-FOUR VIRGINS 

PILGRIMAGE OF THE PENITENTS OF OUR LADY OF SAUMUR 

RULES OF VOLUNTARY POVERTY OF THE EARLY CHURCH 

DISPOSITIONS FOR A HAPPY DEATH 
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PART III 

THE FOUNDER 
 

PRAYER FOR MISSIONARIES - MEMENTO ... 

RULES OF THE MISSIONARY PRIESTS OF THE COMPANY OF MARY 

LETTER TO THE MEMBERS OF THE COMPANY OF MARY 

THE WISDOM CROSS OF POITIERS 

ORIGINAL RULE OF THE DAUGHTERS OF WISDOM 

MAXIMS AND LESSONS OF DIVINE WISDOM 

MORNING AND NIGHT PRAYER 

FOUR SHORT MEDITATIONS ON THE RELIGIOUS LIFE 

SAINT LOUIS MARIE DE MONTFORTôS WILL 

« Here we speak not onl y of the doctrine of faith but also of the life of 

faith, and thus of authentic "Marian spirituality," seen in the light of 

Tradition, and especially the spirituality to which the Council exhorts us. 

Furthermore, Marian spirituality, like its corresponding  devotion, finds a 

very rich source in the historical experience of individuals and of the 

various Christian communities present among the different peoples and 

nations of the world.  

In this regard, I would like to recall, among the many witnesses 

and teachers of this spiritual ity, the figure of Saint Louis Marie 

Grignion de Montfort , who proposes consecration to Christ 

through the hands of Mary, as an effective means for Christians 

to live faithfully their baptismal commitments. »  

(J ohn - Paul II, RM 48)  
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The spiritual writings of the holy Apostle of Jesus in Mary are published in a 
new edition. ï The "first-class theologian" for a "Marian Profile" of the 
Church. - The Writer, the Missionary, the Founder 
 
 

by Battista Cortinovis 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

he Collected Writings of Saint Louis-Marie de Montfort, new edition, 
prepared by a Congregation founded by him, the Company of Mary, 
and edited by Ancora Publications, is now in bookstores, just out of 

the press. It is a collection of spiritual writings, including the lesser known. In 
this volume, you will not find the Hymns because they are published 
separately, given their considerable size. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

T 

The most universally known writing of Father de Montfort is his masterpiece, the True 

Devotion to Mary. The Secret of Mary, a kind of summary of the previous one, is also 

widespread for its simplicity and brevity. These two writings are translated into dozens of 

languages, divulged for two centuries; they are works of a Marian character that have helped 

to make Father de Montfort known as a great devotee of the Blessed Virgin. It is less easy to 

find his other writings, even fundamental ones, which anchor on one hand the devotion to 

Mary in its Trinitarian, Christological and ecclesial dimension on the theological level, and on 

the other which testify to the apostolic and prophetic sensibility of its author, great spiritual 

master of our time and for the future of the Church. 
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Until the Second Vatican Council, Montfort was known among priests 
because he was introduced as a spiritual writer during formation in 
seminaries and novitiates. Among the laity, there were elite groups, such as 
the Legion of Mary, who knew and disseminated his spiritual doctrine. At the 
academic level, Montfort has been quoted in Mariology only on certain 
theses, such as the universal mediation of Mary. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It is the Marian doctrine of Lumen 

Gentium chapter VIII that has revealed 

the real value of Montfort's theological 

thought. The content of this document 

is largely based on the intuitions of the 

author of the True Devotion to the 

Blessed Virgin. And the post-council 

period developed its corollaries, not 

only Mariological, but also ecclesial and 

apostolic, doctrinal and ascetic-spiritual. 

 

Then came the great figure of Pope 

John Paul II, with his example and his 

teaching, gave authority to the spiritual 

doctrine of Montfort. He presented him 

as a true spiritual teacher and a "first-

class theologian" and wanted to 

proclaim him a Doctor of the Church. 

His pontifical emblem, the  "Totus 

Tuus!", a synthesis of Montfortian 

spirituality, has become the emblem of 

the interior life of the pope and 

proclaims a spiritual path proposed to 

the whole Church. Although John Paul 

II did not succeed in proclaiming 

Montfort Doctor of the Church, he did 

however write in an official letter that 

the Montfortian doctrine, "reread and 

reinterpreted in the light of the Council, 

has retained its essensial validity" (no. 

1). 



Pg. 11   Jesus Living in Mary, no.  1 9  ï November 2019  
   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Today, we can speak of a great actuality of the 
teachings of St. Louis Marie de Montfort in many 
ways. 
 
His figure as a popular missionary above all, 
convinced witness of the Gospel, brilliant 
communicator, inventor of signs and religious 
symbols, preacher and writer with an incisive, 
fast and powerful style, still today, sculpts in the 
hearts of readers feelings that he lived and 
transmitted with an ardent soul. His writings are 
short, many have remained unfinished, but they 
all have great expressive strength, echoing the 
inner energy of their author and serving as a 
model for any apostle who proclaims the 
Gospel. 
 
The framework of his doctrinal teachings is 
traced from the Trinitarian context, 
contemplated in the course of the history of 
salvation, with the central mystery of the 
Incarnation of the Word in Mary and its 
continuation in the mystery and the time of the 
Church. Christocentrism is constantly affirmed: 
Jesus Christ is the ultimate end of all devotion, 
Jesus Christ is the incarnate and crucified 
Wisdom, the Redeemer of the world. The 
pneumatological dimension is illustrated as in no 
other Western author of his time and the 
following century, till Vatican II. The figure of 
Mary and her role in the history of salvation are 
presented only in the light of the Scriptures, the 
devotion to her has only one goal: the authentic 
and perfect fulfillment of our baptismal vocation, 
as a duty and honor of every faithful called to 
holiness: layman, cleric, woman, man, of all 
conditions. 
 
Then, the ecclesiology of Montfort is of great 
importance, of a prophetic value, largely still to 
be illustrated. If John Paul II was able to speak 
of a "Marian profile" of the Church, it is because 
"Mary, in a way, unites in her person and re-
echoes the most important doctrines of the faith" 
(LG 65).  
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Another strong message that Montfort sends to the secularized society of 
our time, especially in Europe, where faith is reduced to the private sphere, 
provided that it still exists, and where the consensus on ethical values has 
disappeared, is the urgency for a new proclamation of the pure Gospel. He 
did it in his time and in his environment as a top priority. And he left us 

Montfort, becoming aware and making known the presence and role of Mary, illuminates the 

very mystery of the Church in all its dimensions: the Church announces, calls to the assembly, 

celebrates the sacraments, serves in charity, walks toward the fullness of the Kingdom of God. 

 

This last eschatological aspect, brought to light by current theology, is particularly relevant, 

according to Chapter VII of Lumen Gentium. Prophecy, fulfillment and perfection, the advent of 

the Kingdom, already and not yet ... the dynamism of the Holy Spirit, the fire and the wind, 

which renews everything.  

Montfort uses his own language: he speaks of the "latter times", of the Church, our times, with 

great saints formed by the Holy Spirit in union with Mary and in Mary, while "more and more" 

the evil is vanquished and the Kingdom of God is approaching. Someone thought it necessary 

to find traces of millenarianism in these expressions, but Montfort's faith and theology are those 

of the Church, "Come, Lord Jesus!" 


