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"Peace be v

By Pierrette MAIGNE

Luke 24: 35 -48

Then the two recounted what had taken
place on the way and how he was made
known to them in the breaking of the
bread.

While they were still speakingabout this,
he stood in their midst and said to them,
oPeace be with you.
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But they wee startled and terrified and thought that they
were seeing a ghost.

Then he said to them, o0Why
questions arise in your hearts?

Look at my hands and my feet, that it is | myself. Touch me
and see, because a ghost does not have flesh and bones as
youcanseel have. 6

And as he said this, he showed them his hands and his feet.
While they were still incredulous for joy and were amazed,
he asked them, OoOHave you an
They gave him a piece of baked fish;

he took it and ate it in front of them.

He said to them, o0These are
while | was stil with you, that everything written about me in
the law of Moses and in the prophets and psalms must be
ful filled. 6

Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures.
And he said to them,

OThus it is written that th
from the dead on the third day and that repentance, for the
forgiveness of sins, would be preached in his name to all the
nations, beginning from Jerusalem.

You are witnesses of these
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Luke in this passage tells us about another apparition
of the Risen One. This passage follows the narrative
when Jesus appeared to the disciples on the road to
Emmaus. Jesus was not recognize by the Apostles.

Peace be with you. These words will be
pronounced by Jesus at edt apparition. This peace is
the sign of the Messianic era. This peace is
announced by the angels at the birth of Jesus. Itis
also in the mouths of the crowd at the triumphal entry
of Jesus into Jerusalem.

Despite the wish for peace, fright and fear preailed
within the Apostles. In response, Jesus offers them a
word and a gesture.

But was it just fear? Joy was present yet mixed with
fear and disbelief. Again, Jesus offers them a word
and a second gesture.

In order to be recognized, Jesus offers peacend he
lets himself be touched by them and then, he eats
with them.

Then comes the long discoure of Jesus and like to
disciples of Emmaus, Jesus rereads the events by
showing them through the Scriptures the fulfillment of
the plan of God: Everything that &s been written
about Me must be fulfilled.

To recognize the Risen One, we must go through an
understanding of the plan of God which has been
accomplished through history, moving from observing
to understanding.

Faith is not sentimentalism but faith that is with
reason andthoughtful adherence to Revelation. It is
based on the testimony of the Apostles and on the
Word of God.

Jesus wants to bring them into the fuller plan of
salvation - the plan of God which is revealed in the
Scriptures.

To enable one to know the meaning of
crucifixion and ressurection is to grasps more in
depth, the relationship between the events and
the saving plan of God.

Thus, these Apostles were "opened" to see thest
events as Jesus entrusting them with a mission.
They who were witnesses of His preaching and
the forgiveness of sins. For it is to all nations and
not just to Israel that this message is intended
to. Jerusalem only becomes the starting point
for the radiance of th
world.

This witnessing entrustedo the Apostles and to
the whole Church is our mission today as
Baptized for the reign of Christ; "the Kingdom of
God may come" as we ask it in the prayer our
Lord Jesus taught us the Our Fathert
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Sr. Mary Immaculate Makina, Fdl

After being in charge of implementing the Wisdom
Year program in Rome and Saint Laurergdur-
Sevre, Sister Immaculate is now returninga her
home entity in Malawi for a new mission in the
field of formation of Daughters of Wisdom. What
follows is a reflection on what exactly she has
experienced during her service in the Wisdom
Year.

| am Sister Mary Immaculate Makina ,
belonging to the Congregation of the Daughters
of Wisdom. | am a Malawian and | am happy to
share with you my missionary experience with
Wisdom Year for which | was responsible for over
a 6 year period.

During my mandate | had the privilege of
accompanying 6 groups with a total of 50 sisters
from different countries, such as Madagascarr,
Haiti, DRC, Philippines, Indonesia, India, Papua
New Guinea, Malawi, Argentina and Italy. | was
assisted in the first yar (2014 6 2015) at the
Generalate House in Rome by Sr. Maureen
Seddon from GBI, followed by Sr. Berthe Léa
Razanarisoa from Madagascar for 5 years at the
Mother House at St. Laurent sur Sévre, France.

Y My task as a formator was to :

the integration of the Orientations
General Chapters

2012. oWiden th
2018, oLove Wit
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Wisdom Year has been in existence for 30 years and
is a formation programme which was put in place by
the General Council in 1990. The ideaame about at
the General Chapter of 1988 when some sisters
recently committed in the Congregation presented to
the capitulants a project for an International

Meeting of the young sisters in order to get to know
each other, to reflect spiritually and to &lk about the
future. On October 10th 1990, the first Wisdom Year
was commenced in Rome. Sr. Thérese Normandeat
from Canada was the first accompanist of the 9
participants coming from 9 countries.

The programme for Wisdom Year takes place over a
10 month period commencingwith a 3 month period
for language immersion in either French or English.
French is the main language of communication
during the formation programme.

Living in an international community with spiritual
accompaniment and input, the participants are
enabled to become immersed in Wisdom
spirituality in all its dimensions and to participate in
various courses in relation to human and spiritual
development. Pilgrimages to significant places in
the lives of the Founders and also to Lourdes also
form part of the programme.

My task as a formator was to also foster the
integration of the Orientations of the General
Chapters 2012. oWiden t
2018, oLove Without Bor
building together a community of love, one that is
truly rooted in Wi sdomd
deep personal and commun:e
of the general Chapter 2012) in the spirt of our
Founders.
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This was accomplished through: organisation and planning
of the programme, liaising with guest speakers, weekly
accompaniment, giving sessios, animating the group, being
a link between the General Council, making decisions in
consultation with the General Council, liaising with the Entity
Leaders and the local communities of the Montfortian
family, firstly in Rome and then in France.

The above quotation of St. Lois Marie de Montfort to
Blessed Marie Louise of Jesu)| f you donUt

anything for God, you will not do anything

gr eat f o rhastguideckmy life and mission and has

given me peace, joy and serenity in my heart enabling me to
take risks and challenges in life for Godtrusting in His
divine providence.

During those years of service | lived the different events of
the Generalate House and the important changes like the
moving of the Wisdom year programme to the Mother House
as well as the lockdown due to the Coronavirus. It was a
time of adjustment and re-organisation, a time which | lived
with courage, commitment and trust in divine Providence.

Y Ithank all the

participants over the \
for their lovatignce,

respect, openness, st
trust and confidence,
which gave me courau
strength to remain fait
the mission entrusted




The mission which had been
entrusted to me was not
my mi ssion,
mission. It was through
the work of the Holy
Spirit that | was able to journey and
accompany the Sisters from different countries,
background and cultures and in a milieu that
was not my own. | dependedoiGod 6 s po
providence, trusting totally in God alone. | thank
all the participants over the years for their love,
patience, respect, openness, support, trust and
confidence, all of which gave me courage and
strength to remain faithful to the mission
entrusted to me.

Today, like Mary, | sing magnificat for the many
graces and blessings received during my service
and for the mission accomplished with
generosity, love and dedication.

but Godods

Life without challenges is not worthy living. The
challenges faced were mainly of language and
adaptation to people, food and climate. | started my
mission with very little knowledge of French. It
demanded on my part the spirit of humility, patience
and courage to forge ahead and not to give up.it was
not easy sometimes to adapt and collaborate. Each
person has their own way of thinking and doing things
according to their background, upbringing, education

and cultural experiencesDespite all this, |
experienced the joy of unity in diversity and that
differences were not barriers to true love but were
a means to growth in patience and respect for
each other. It has been a process of give and take

in order to live in harmony, peace and joy withy

others.




Although Father Louis Marie de Montfort and Blessed Marie Louise died 300n years ago, their spirit and
presence have been and continue tde very much alive in my life. | have been deeply touched by their lives
and their words of wisdom. They are the ones from whom | obtained inspirations and insights and they are
source of wisdom for me. | have related to them as a child to its parentssktening to and following what they
tell me through their inspiring words and actionsl have offered prayers through their

intercessions, asking for wisdom and for assistance and guidance in times of

uncertainties, doubts and fears. | have received the response like a light, a guiding

star in my heart, which guided and gave me courage and confidence to take up

responsibilities and tasks whi ch were challenging.
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Lastly, I would not have accomplished my work without the help, support and encouragement of many
people, A big o0t Benard Courwilboth ppst @nd prasent, $r.iMaureen Seddon, Sr. Berth
Léa Razanarisoa, all the speakers, the Sisters at the Mother House , the Entity Leaders and Sisters, and all
the participants over the years for placing their trust and confidence in me.did my service with humility, joy
and freedom of mind because of their constant support and prayers. May God bless you &ll!




Religem their ho

By Marian Claren

The following is a sharing from Marian Claeren from the Netherlands. She
recently retired from her post at the Dutch Provincial Secretariat. & work
there allowed her to become familiar not only with the confreres of this entity
but also with the Congregation in general and all its missionary work and
even to be in contact with its spirituality.
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My name isMarian Cl aeren , born in 1954 in Eindhoven (the Netherlands), the
city, which became big, thanks to Philips and the DAF car factories. When | turned 16, | was
allowed to join the Youth Choir in our parish. It was in the 1970s, after Vatican Council II.
Much became possible, such as the use of one's own language in the liturgy. We sang sonc
by Huub Oosterhuis, contributed to the liturgy, and often used texts by Phil Boams, smm.
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