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A Center of  

the Association  

By Father Mihovil (Michele) Filipovic,  

Montfort Missionary in Poland  

What follows is a sharing of experiences on the life of the 

Association Mary Queen of All Hearts in Croatia and Poland. This 

sharing is written by Father Mihovil (Michele), a Montfort Missionary 

who, from Czestochowa, travels to many European countries to 

preach. He is himself the Spiritual Director of the Association in 

Croatia and Poland. 

  

Montfortian Associates 
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Association in Croatia  

During my service in the Association, we had 

meetings twice a year, one in Zagreb and the 

other in southern Croatia (Imotski). Twice, the 

members joined the Pilgrimages to Loreto by 

participating in the ñdays of Montfortian 

Spiritualityò and once in the International 

Meeting of Saint Laurent-sur-Sèvre (in French: 

Rencontre Internationale de Saint Laurent-sur-

Sèvre - RISL) in France. They also funded the 

translation of the True Devotion into Hungarian, 

Macedonian and Albanian, and we also had the 

presentation of the Treatise in these countries, 

to be used in spiritual retreats.  

 

I think there are many possibilities to involve the 

Associates in this area, but you have to have the 

time to take care of them full time, with ideas 

and a lot of charisma, to support this 

Association. 

The Montfortian presence in Croatia began in 1976, 

with Fr. Luka Cirimotic: he had a group of lay people 

who met every week in our house, on Sundays. 

Prayer meeting for Adoration and the three rosaries.  

 

With the creation of the Community in 2001, we 

began to follow those lay people who had already 

pronounced consecration according to our 

spirituality; then through the prayer groups that we 

formed, other people joined the Association.  

 

In the meantime, we have printed the Statutes of 

the Association and started making entries in the 

Register. For 9 years, before leaving for 

Poland, we had around 450 members.  

Then it was Fr Milenko Susac who was responsible 

for the Association. Currently, no one makes 

supporting this group their main responsibility. We 

will see in the coming days how to resolve this 

situation. 
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Association in Poland  

My presence in Poland began in 2010. I was 

linked to the Community of the Brothers of 

Saint Gabriel. Through the apostolate and 

especially with the spiritual retreats (duration 

of three days) that I conducted at the house 

in Czestochowa, we began to spread the 

Montfortian Spirituality.  

 

Seeing that people wanted to connect more 

with our community, we printed the Statutes 

of the Association Mary Queen of All Hearts 

and started to make the Register. From 

the first members in 2013 until 

today, we have around 1450 

members.  

Thanks to these people, we had the opportunity to 

preach retreats in their parishes (so far about 15 

parishes in different parts of Poland). Once a year, we 

have a three-day meeting in Czestochowa, for the 

members, to give them the opportunity to share the 

journey that each one undertakes in their own context 

of life. Many of these people are part of the different 

movements (the Renewal in the Spirit, the Legion of 

Mary, the Neocatechumenal Way; also join us nuns, 

religious and priests). 

 

The person who coordinates, through the web page, 

with the other members, is  

Mr. Artur Dobrowoski.  
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Seeing that people wanted to connect more with our community, we 

printed the Statutes of the Association Mary Queen of All Hearts 

and started to make the Register. 

 

For four years, from 2016, the Community has become that of the  Montfort Missionaries. Currently there 

are three Fathers who are part of this Community. Activities are progressing gradually.  

 

Since this year, Fr. Nikola has started to organize deepening meetings on Montfortian Spirituality for 

certain people. This will perhaps lead to the creation of other Regional Centers. The work is plentiful, but 

the workers are few.  
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We don't have a specific program, because there are a lot of 

activities that cannot always be reconciled and directed. Sometimes 

there is a lack of clarity in the conduct of people, to know if they are 

already in the other movements, or if they are far from our 

Community .... But we always try to find an enlightening point for 

the members. 

 

In the future, I see that there is a lot of possibility. Certainly for the 

future Polish Montfort Missionaries, it will be a fertile ground for a lot 

of apostolic work. 

 

This is, from my side, a quick light. Many fraternal greetings, in 

Jesus and Mary. GOD ALONE!  ʉ

yx 

é. This will perhaps 

lead to the creation of 

other Regional 

Centers. The work is 

plentiful, but the 

workers are few. 
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Mis sionary  

Lighting  

MONTFORT AND MONTFORTIANS 

IN TIMES OF PANDEMIC 
By Fr. Luciano Andreol  

Montfort Missionary in Brazil  

 

Fr. Luciano Andreol, author of this article, is a Montfort Missionary from Italy who, 

since his ordination, has been involved in the missionary work of the Peru-Brazil 

General Delegation. This prophetic and fiery article reveals that Fr. Luciano knows 

the hearts of the people. He continues to be a missionary to encourage faithful 

people in these difficult times of the pandemic and to open thei r eyes to the future. 

He connects all the elements of his reflection in this article with an ñapostolic 

missionaryò: Louis-Marie Grignion de Montfort. 

Today our Brazil is plunged into a humanitarian catastrophe. The country, a 

little over five years ago, wa s an example of the fight against poverty, the 

fight against inequalities ... But in a short time, it has become hell, for 

Brazilians and for the world. More than 3,000 people die each day from the 

pandemic, as many die anonymously of hunger, as many daily violence and 

drug trafficking. In Brazil, there are many more deaths than births. It is our 

daily reality, that of someone who is a Missionary in a Parish on the outskirts 

of a large Metropolis like Sao Paulo.  

 

I do not go into the questions: why? How di d it happen? Who is responsible ? 

Etc. Others will respond. Only, I am asking myself a question, and I have been 

asking myself this question for a few months after the start of the pandemic: 

what would Montfort say and what would Montfort do in 

this realit y? How can we be Missionaries in this reality 

today?  I have no answers: I just think and write some thoughts and some 

elements. Who knows ? Perhaps you will help us to think better about our 

presence in this part of Latin America. 
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Pope Francis has already answered this question on several occasions: the ñnormalò of today and tomorrow 

cannot be the ñnormalò of yesterday or always. We cannot go back to the "old" because the "old" will never 

come back, at least not like before. Today, we are talking about "again" after the pandemic. But if this 

"new" is "old" with new clothes, it will be pointless. It is the old logic of the "Gattopardo": CHANGE TO 

CHANGE NOTHING. So the ñnew normalò must come from us, from our heart, from our conversion (in 

Aparecida we talk a lot about ñpastoral conversionò: what have we done so far?).  

 

However, we cannot do as we have done so far. We have spent so much money to build churches, huge 

halls, pastoral centers and other centers: all very helpful and beautiful, all done with a lot of love and 

affection, with responsibility, with our people: and now ? Still in service? Sometimes we, the priests, cry 

crocodile tears because the income is low and the debts are increasing! But we have never lacked for 

something at our table and in our homes! Unlike so many of our people who are suffering, so many who 

have lost their lives and many who have lost their jobs. Many do not have their daily bread on their tables!  

1. WHEN WILL WE RETURN TO  òNORMALó LIFE? 

 

yx 

We have spent so much money to build churches, huge halls, pastoral centers and 

other centers: all very helpful and beautiful, all done with a lot of love and affection, 

with responsibility, with our people: and now ? Still in service? 
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2. THE ESSENTIAL  

I think we need to change the way we think, thin k 

about the important values in life and always look for 

the ESSENTIALS. What an example we have with our 

Holy Founder! Specialists could cite texts and entire 

pages of the life and works of our Saint on the 

subject of: how did he know how to live the 

essential? What about us, the disciples of Montfort, 

today?  

 

ñEssentialò is the word used in health surveillance 

protocols: it should be used in our mission, in our 

pastoral care and in the experience of communities. 

Was everything we have done so far and the way we 

have done it correct? Has it served to create truly 

Christian communities of disciples and missionaries? 

There are so many questions running through my 

heart, so many unanswered questions, that I think it 

is worth having the courage to ask questions and 

recognize that something "new" has to happen even 

if we don't know what it is and how to make ñit 

happenò. 

 

We have come to the point where people in our 

communities who have never had food problems 

at home, are now ashamed to ask for a basic food 

basket. Before, there were the ñusualò poor. 

Today there are the poor impoverished by this 

pandemic. The rich manage to get richer at the 

expense of the poorest. Montfort loved the poor 

so much that he became one among them and 

like them. The poor are the everyday poor, 

unhappy, they cry, yes, because they have no 

food, no health, no education. "Open to Jesus 

Christ" , cries Monfort. And Jesus Christ is the 

peope who are without a house, without land, 

without care, no food, no work,  no education, 

homeless, abandoned children, raped women, 

miserable wages, exploited, persecuted, injured, 

unloved.  

 

In this dramatic situation it is beautiful to see that 

SOLIDARITY HAS BECOME THE TRUE WEALTH 

OF THE POOR. The entrance hall of our parish 

house has been transformed into ROOM OF 

PROVIDENCE. The poor are always increasing; 

they always add a little more water to the beans. 

The ñnew normalò will at least be this for the 

Montfortians: never to negotiate with the lives of 

our poor. They are our fav orite and privileged. We 

will be called communists, of course, but the 

preferential option for the poor is the Gospel and 

it is Montfort.  

 

yx 

I think we need to change the way we think, 

think about the important values in life and 

always look for the ESSENTIALS. 

3. PREFERRED OPTION FOR THE 

POOR  
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4. MISSIONARIES: ITINERANT OR PRESENT?  

We can also be described as ñalways present itinerantsò. It is true that Montfort, in a few years of his 

apostolic life, succeeded in accomplishing more than 200 parish and popular missions, devouring many 

kilometers, but what would he do today? We can no longer visit. We will have to stay at home for I don't 

know how long; gatherings, etc. must be avoided. On the other hand, in our pastoral missionary life we find 

many bereaved families who have lost one or more loved ones due to Covid 19. Due to sanitary measures, 

relatives were not allowed to see the deceased; the deceased was taken directly from the hospital to the 

cemetery without permission for the funeral, without prayers.  

 

We also have many people who have managed to beat the virus by successfully coming out of an intensive 

care unit where they were intubated for several weeks. All these people have difficult continuation and 

serious consequences: they need help, they want to let off steam because it is terrible what they have gone 

through. So many people need our presence. In this time of pandemic, we see that many people have lost 

THE SENSE OF LIFE, the joy of living and of loving. The number of suicides has increased everywhere, even 

among priests. What to do, faced with this loss of the meaning of l ife? It may not be about doing, but 

about LISTENING, taking or wasting time listening, stopping, talking and sitting down to listen. It doesn't 

matter if the schedule is rushed. We need to reinvent our closeness to bereaved families and then organize 

a HOPE mission and for those who are depressed, we need to get closer and LISTEN. Hope and listening 

are part of our mission today.  
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5. FAMILY, DOMESTIC CHURCH -  SMALL COMMUNITIES  

 

It was and still is a very beautiful experience of 

family prayer. It seems that our people 

have rediscovered their will and 

fidelity in prayer and a deeper 

spiri tual life accompanied by a 

greater and better knowledge of the 

truths of our Faith.  

 

Our people have the Bible in their hands and 

hearts, ready to go as soon as reality permits. 

Here our Fr. de Montfort would be very happy: 

how much time had he spent to dev ote himself 

in intimacy with God! Time devoted to God will 

never be time wasted! I doubt that the times of 

great concentrations and gatherings of people 

within our churches, as well as processions, joint 

efforts, etc., will return quickly.  

The family will be the privileged 

place of meetings of faith. And with 

the family, there will be rather small 

communities or grassroots 

communities. As missionaries, I think 

we need to come out of our homes 

and our mother church to meet small 

communities that celebrate an d 

strengthen us as disciples and 

missionaries. We must invent new 

ways of evangelization, preparation 

and celebration of the sacraments; 

offer spaces for prayer and spiritual 

directioné There are so many challenges in 

these times of pandemic: creativity, t he courage to 

change and the daring of ever new and better 

initiatives must always accompany us. 

yx 

The family will be the 

privileged place of 

meetings of faith. And with 

the family, there will be 

rather small communities 

or grassroots 

communities. As 

missionaries, I think we 

need to come out of our 

homesé 
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In closing: I have thought and continue to think a lot about a new way of the Montfortian presence among 

our people and how to be a missionary in the new realities. I don't have enough answers and few recipes.  

I still do not know how to recover all these people who were dispersed during the pandemic and especially 

the YOUNG PEOPLE: yes, how to bring back the young people?  Do young people like 

to ñwatchò Mass on Facebook or on television? And how to resume meetings, closeness, hugs, without 

fear of the crowd? Not everyone will come back of course! And the church that once had to keep GOING 

OUT, will now have to move on even more daringly.  

 

I think that for me, as for many priests and pastoral workers, this perio d of pandemic has not been a 

period of rest. But it was time to reinvent yourself, to suffer, to make mistakes, to be afraid. So now 

everyone expects us to be brave .... Attention! it wears out too. The fact of opening and closing a church, 

of preparing or  not knowing how to prepare a pastoral agenda or a calendar of celebrations, because we 

do not know if we will be able to carry it out ... And yet we are called immediately 

afterwards, because one has lost someone in his family, the other is 

hospitalized, another is in intensive care, another is intubated, another goes 

to the cemetery ... The priest is also a human being: he suffers and weep with 

his own faithful. It was very difficult for them, but for us priests it is the same. 

Are we not together?   ʉ
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Intell ectual 

Lighting  The «Canzoniere» of  
Saint Louis Marie Grignion de Montfort 
Twenty-three thousand Verses  

to Proclaim the Gospel to the Poor 

by Alberto Valentini  

Source: L'Osservatore Romano , April 28, 2021  

 

This is the writing of Father Alberto Valentini, Montfortian, former 

profesor in several Pontifical Universities in Rome. This article was 

published in the Vatican daily, L'Osservatore Romano, on April 28, 

2021, on the occasion of the feast of Saint Louis-Marie Grignion de 

Montfort. In the background of this article is the webinar on Hymns of 

Montfort which was held from February 1 to 18, 2021, thanks to the 

Spirituality Commission. 

In this article, the Author highlights the meaning of the Hymns of 

Montfort in the missionary context in which he found himself and their 

value for the Missionary Church today.  

The «Canzoniere» (meaning: Hymnal) is an Italian word to describe the 

art of versifying for songs, in this case, for hymns.  

The liturgical memory of Saint Louis-Marie Grignion de Montfort invites us to reflect  this year also on his 

figure and his works, some of which are little known.  

 

Montfort is universally known for his spirituality and his Marian doctrine: ñWho does not know the Treatise 

on True Devotion to the Blessed Virgin or The Secret of Mary? And yet, if his great title of glory remains 

that of Apostle of Mary, his mission and his grace go beyond the Marian dimension - essential - of his 

experience and of his messageò (Raymond Deville). 

 

Going through the 1905 pages of the official edition of his Complete Works (Paris, 1966) and the variety of 

titles that compose them - such as the important treatise the Love of Eternal Wisdom, the Letter to the 

Friends of the Cross, the Admirable Secret of the Holy Rosary, the fiery "Prayer for Missionaries" which is a 

passionate cry to the Trinity to obtain missionaries ... - and taking into account the fact that this man has 

only lived 43 years, totally committed in the mission - with the addition of a j ourney on foot to Rome to 

consult the Pope - one is deeply impressed by the quality and quantity of his writings.  


